Friendship of Faith


We are raised in the family of our birth and are given the belief that the religion of our family is the best. We believe it, follow it and die with it, not knowing much about other faiths. There is nothing to be proud of one’s religion by birth, nor anything to be ashamed of. We do not have to follow the religion of our parents, if it is not the right one for us. Prophet Abraham (P*) did not follow the religion of his parent. 


The world of today is full of religious conflicts. It is ironic to see that when the Prophets of God preached peace, love, and friendship; we, their supposed followers, are preaching hate and vengeance for political, economic, social and personal reasons.


There cannot be more than one ultimate supreme authority. If there is only one God and He has sent the Messengers to guide the humanity, He must have given, essentially, the same guidance to all the Prophets. That is why the Jews, the Christians, and the Muslims have so many things in common.


Monotheism: We believe in one true God. In the Old Testament God said: "I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God" (B* Isaiah 44:6). In the New Testament Jesus (P*) said: “The Lord our God is one Lord" (B* Mark 12:29). 


God says in the Quran: "He is God, The One and Only" (Q* 112:1). He also says: "And nearest among them in love to the believers (Muslims) wilt thou find those who say 'We are Christians': because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant" (Q* 5:85). 

Prophets: All our Prophets are the descendants of Adam (P*). Muslims believe and accept all the true Prophets of the Bible. From the very early age, a Muslim child is taught to show highest reverence to each and every Prophet of God. A Muslim must add, "peace and blessings of God be upon him" after pronouncing the name of every Prophet. Muslims show the highest reverence to Jesus and Moses (P*). No Muslim ever made any caricature of them. Unfortunately, many of their followers have not been able to show respect to the Prophet of Islam.


Miraculous birth of Jesus: Muslims accept Jesus (P*) as one of the mightiest Prophets of God. Besides Christianity, Islam is the only religion on earth, which accepts the miraculous birth of Jesus (P*) through its scripture Quran (Q* 19:20-22).


When the angel informed Mary that she is going to have a son, the Quran presents the miraculous conception of Jesus as:  "She (Mary) said: 'O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man hath touched me?' He (angel) said: 'Even so: God createth what He willeth: when He hath decreed a plan, He but saith to it, 'Be', and it is" (Q* 3:47). This creative word ‘Be’ is also found in the Bible: “And God said, ‘let there be light’; and there was light’” (B* Genesis 1:3).

The Bible version is: "And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee" (B* Luke 1:35). 


Honoring Mary, Mother of Jesus (P*): The highest honor of women is given to Mary, the mother of Jesus (P*) in the Quran: "Behold! the angels said: 'O Mary! God hath chosen thee and purified thee - chosen thee above the women of all nations" (Q* 3:42). There is also a chapter in the Quran that has been named after Mary to honor her (Q* chapter 19).

Muslims observe and maintain many of the rituals found in the Bible. The following are some of the examples:


Putting off of shoes: God ordered Moses (P*): "Moses, Moses, Do not come near; put off your shoes from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground" (B* Exodus 3:5). 


"And the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, 'Put off your shoes from your feet; for the place where you stand is holy" (B* Joshua 5:15).


Muslims believe that mosques, churches, synagogues and similar places are sacred places of worship. Muslims take their shoes off when they enter the mosques and during prayer.


Ritual Washing and purification: Prophets and people used to purify before prayers. "Moses and Aaron (P*) and his sons washed their hands and their feet; when they went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the alter, they washed; as the Lord commanded Moses" (B* Exodus 40:31 - 32). 


"Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself with them and went into the temple" (B* Acts 21:26).

Muslims wash and purify themselves before every prayer, five times a day.

Bowing down to the ground while praying: Prophets used to bow their heads down to the ground and pray: "and he (Jesus-P*) said to his disciples, 'Sit here, while I pray'... And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, 'O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt' (B* Matthew 26:39). 

'Bowing down to the ground' is also found in B* Psalms 95:6; Joshua 5:14; 1 Kings 18:42; Numbers 20:6; and Genesis 17:3). 


Muslims also bow their heads to the ground when they pray. 


Fasting: In the Bible, Prophets and people observed fasting (B* Act 13:2-3; Joel 1:14; Jonah 3:5). Jesus (P*) himself fasted for forty days (Matthew 4:2). 

Muslims also observe one month of fasting every year during the month of Ramadan, the ninth month of Islamic lunar calendar.


Observe Ashura/Passover/Easter:- Ashura is the 10th day of the month of Muharram of the Islamic lunar calendar. Sunni Muslims observe fasting on this day commemorating (1) the day when God allowed Moses to cross the sea, and (2) the day when Noah left the Ark after the flood. Passover is the celebration by the Jews for the first event and it lasts for seven days. Easter is celebrated by the Christians to commemorate the resurrection of Jesus. Easter corresponds soon after the Passover.


Everlasting covenant: God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham (P*) and his descendants: "Every male among you shall be circumcised" (B* Genesis 17: 10, 13). Muslims still keep this covenant. 

Pig meat forbidden: God ordered Moses and Aaron (P*) to forbid Pork. "And the swine ... Of their flesh you shall not eat, and their carcasses you shall not touch; they are unclean to you." (B* Leviticus 11:7-8, also in Deuteronomy 14:8 and Isaiah 65:2-5). Quran also forbids flesh of swine (Q* 2:173, 5:4, 6:145, 16:115).

Decoration of trees, as during Christmas, is a heathen custom and is forbidden in the Bible (B* Jeremiah 10:2-5). Muslims also do not decorate trees.


No original sin: The Bible says: "The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son” (B* Ezekiel 18:20). 


Muslims also believe that sin cannot be transmitted to, or inherited from another person.


Individual Accountability: The Bible says: “The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (B* Ezekiel 18:20). The Bible also says: "and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour" (B* I Corinthians 3:8). 


Muslims also believe that every person will be accountable for his or her deeds and will get the reward accordingly.


God is the Savior: God said in the Bible: "I am the Lord; and besides me there is no savior" (B* Isaiah 43:11, Hosea 13:4). Muslims also believe that God is the only savior. 


No Alteration of sacred books: No one knows more than God. God’s revealed book must not be altered. The Bible says that no one should add anything to, or take away anything from, the sacred book (B* Revelation. 22:18-19 & Deuteronomy 12:32). Many sacred books have been repeatedly altered by man but no one has altered the Quran (Read the brochure, ‘The Quran’).


We are descendants of Adam and Eve and thereby brothers and sisters. God says in the Quran: “O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female and made you into nations and tribes that ye may know each other. Verily the most honored of you in the sight of God is (he who is) the most righteous of you.” (Q* 49:13). God refers to Jews and Christians as “People of the Book”. This is an honor meaning that, in the past, God has given guidance to them through revealed scriptures. God also says in the Quran: “And nearest among them in love to the believers (Muslims) wilt thou find those who say: "We are Christians” (Q* 5:82). 


There are many things that are common between the Jews, the Christians and the Muslims. We have discussed some of them. It is the duty of each one of us to promote friendship with one another. It is also our duty to propagate knowledge and dispel ignorance. Ignorance leads to misunderstanding, which again leads to conflict. Let us all sit in open forums to discuss different aspects of religion. Such meetings would educate the people, enrich and ennoble the society. Ignorance leads to suspicion of the unknown and misunderstanding. Let us all sit together and talk. It is better to talk than to fight. For more details read the article on “Friendship of Faith”.
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B* - Bible, 
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