Criteria of Revealed Scriptures

God has created the universe and everything in it. Among the animal creation, we, human beings, consider us as the supreme of creation. He has given human beings a combination of qualities, which He has not given to others. They are 1) ability to think, 2) ability to reason and judge, 3) freedom of choice, and 4) sense of shame. We have no definite knowledge of future and afterlife. However, we have some undesirable qualities of greed and lust. These lead us to deviate from the righteous path and we need guidance. The Merciful God has given that guidance to humanity through special people known as Prophets. They are endowed with special qualities and abilities. They can see, analyze, and understand problems and then provide solutions in a way, which no one else can. Scriptures must meet certain criteria before they can be accepted as Scriptures revealed by God. They are: 

1.
Revealed Scriptures must come through true Prophets, who must meet the criteria of true Prophet.

2.
The Prophets must record the messages themselves and verify their accuracy. The recordings of other people, not verified by the Prophets, will have errors and will not be authentic. 

3.
Recorded in the language of the prophet and his people.

4.
No one must alter the revelations after they had been recorded and verified by the Prophets.
5.
Authentic manuscripts in the languages of the Prophet must be available for future verification. The above five criteria will make the scripture reliable.
(6). Prophet must claim that the book has been revealed to him by God and God must confirm it in the book. 

(7). God has perfect knowledge of everything. Therefore, His revealed guidance must not have errors, contradictions or discrepancies.

(8). A revealed book from God must contain materials that can only come from Him and is outside the bounds of human knowledge and ability to produce them. The last three criteria will make the scripture valid that God has revealed it. 


When we go through the scriptures, claimed to be revealed by God, we find that the true Prophets of God have certain characteristics.


Morally and intellectually, Prophets were the best of the people created by God. After receiving Prophet-hood and God’s message, they were infallible. They clearly declared, without any ambiguity, that the message they were delivering were from God and not from them (B* Exodus 4:28-30, John 14:24). They confirmed the past revelations and informed what may come in future. They made prophecies that came to pass. God gave them special powers to perform miracles in the fields in which the society excelled at that time; only their powers were superior. Prophets were warners to humanity about the consequences of disobeying God’s commandments. They also gave glad tidings of God’s kindness, mercy and forgiveness. Prophets had absolute trust in God even during the most trying periods of their life and God sustained them. Works of true Prophets endured.


Prophet Mohammad (P*) was unlettered but he dictated all the revelations he received from God. Mohammad (P*) is the only Prophet who dictated each and every revelation he had received and then checked their accuracy. 


Every Muslim memorizes a good number of verses from the Quran, Thousands of Muslims memorized the entire Quran during the life of Prophet Mohammad (P*) and there are millions who still memorize the Quran today. Early Muslims recorded the number of each alphabet in each verse. There is no way that one can alter even one word from the verses of the Quran. God said in the Quran: “We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and we will assuredly guard it (from corruption)” (Q* 15:9). God surely has guarded the Quran. No one has altered even one word in this scripture. 


In the second year of Prophet’s death, on the order of the caliph, all the written pieces left by Prophet Mohammad (P*) were meticulously collected. The accuracy of each and every verse was then verified and confirmed in public by all those who memorized the entire Quran from the Prophet. They were then written down in book form in the exact order in which they were recited by the Prophet. Othman, the third Caliph, sent authenticated copies to the different regions of the countries under Muslim administration (Sahih Al-Bukhari V 6-p477-479). Some of those original copies still exist, one in Tashkent, Uzbekistan and one in Topkapi museum, Istanbul, Turkey. (Ref. 1-p35)


There is no error or discrepancy in the Quran. God says in the Quran: "Do they not consider the Quran (with care)? Had it been from other than God, they would surely have found therein much discrepancy" (Q* 4: 82).


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, writes: "Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, I could not find a single error in the Quran" (Ref. 2 - P120). 


Quran contains materials that can only come from God. Those are outside the bounds of human knowledge and their ability to produce them.

God challenges humanity to reproduce a book similar to Quran: "Say, If the whole of mankind ... were to get together to produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like there of …" (Q* 17:88). No Scripture like The Quran has ever been produced. 


God also says: "And if you are in doubt as to what We revealed from time to time to our servant, then produce a "sura" (chapter) like there unto; ... But if you cannot - and of a surety you cannot - then fear the fire ... which is prepared for those who reject Faith" (Q*. 2:23 - 24). Quran has 114 Suras. The smallest sura has only three verses containing ten words. No "sura", not even the smallest one, has ever been matched. 


There are many verses in the Quran referring to different branches of science. Each one of the verses of the Quran, which referred to science, is correct. The scientific information was not known to any man in those days. A few examples are given below.

"Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens and the earth were joined together (as one unit of creation), before we clove them asunder?" (Q* 21:30). 

This is today’s accepted 'Big Bang' of the Creation of Universe.


Professor Keith L. Moore is the professor of anatomy and Embryology at the University of Toronto in Canada. He is the author of the book titled “The Developing Human”, which received the award for the ‘Best Book of the Year by a single author.’ He was surprised to learn the details of the embryonic human development described in the Quran. In 1981, while giving a lecture at an international conference, he agreed that such detail description on human development within the mother’s womb, during the period of Prophet Mohammad, could only come from God. He then embraced Islam. 


Professor Frank Press is the co-author of the book ‘The Earth’, which is a reference book on geology. He was the President of National Academy of Sciences of USA and the Science advisor to President of U.S.A., Jimmy Carter. He says in the book, ‘The Earth’, that mountain has deep underlying roots. Cailleux also confirmed this in his book ‘Anatomy of the Earth’. God says in the Quran: “Have We not made the earth as wide expanse, and the mountains as pegs?” (Q* 78:6-7)


Modern theory of Plate Tectonics holds that mountains work as stabilizers of the earth. God says in the Quran: “And He has set up on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you” (Q* 16:15) 


Modern science has discovered that when the Mediterranean Sea water (warmer and more saline) enters into Atlantic sea (colder and less saline) over Gibraltar sill they remain separate. God says in the Quran: “He has set free the two seas (bodies of flowing water), meeting together: between them is a barrier which they do not transgress.” (Q* 55:19-20)


The same thing occurs when the sweet water of the river enters into the salt water of the sea. Quran says: “It is He who has let free the two bodies of flowing water: ones palatable and sweet, and the other salt and bitter; yet has He made a barrier between them, a partition that is forbidden to be passed.” (Q* 25:53)


How was it possible for an unlettered person to reveal the scientific mysteries thousand years ahead when no man on earth had any knowledge of them, unless God revealed them to him? 


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of religion wrote: “How could a man, from being illiterate, become the most important author, in terms of literary merits, in the whole of Arabic literature? How could he then pronounce truths of a scientific nature that no other human being could possibly have developed at that time, and all this without making the slightest error in his pronouncement on the subject?” (Ref. 2-P125).


There are hundreds of such verses in the Quran related to science. Each one of them is correct. When all the verses mentioned above are taken together, there can be no doubt in a rational mind about the authenticity and divine source of the Quranic revelations. For more details read the article “The Quran” in the website www.interfaithdialogue.net
Compiled by A. S. Alam, M.D.
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Q*.- Quran
(P)- Peace and blessing of Allah be upon him.
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