Prophecies in the Scriptures

Most of the religions of the world believe in the existence of God. If there is only one God, His message to all the Prophets should essentially be the same. The scriptures are the constitutions of religions. In those Books, there are many prophecies about future Prophets and future events. The Christians claim that in the Jewish scripture (Old Testament) there are prophecies about Prophet Jesus (P*). If the same God also sent Prophet Mohammad (P*), there should be some prophecy about him as well. God says in the Quran: 

"Those who follow the Apostle, the unlettered prophet, whom they find mentioned in their own (scripture), in the Law and the Gospel" (Q* 7:157). Let us examine.

In the Old Testament: 


Historical Facts: Prophet Mohammad (P*) was unlettered. While meditating in the cave of Heera at age 40, angel Gabriel appeared before him and delivered the first divine revelation - "Read, in the name of thy Lord, who created man..." (Q* 96:1). He replied "Maa ana beqaa ri'in, which means ‘I am not learned’" 


Old Testament Prophecy: "And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee, and he saith, I am not learned" (B* Isaiah 29:12). 


Historical Facts: Prophet Abraham's first son Ishmael had 12 sons. Their descendants settled in Arabia. His second son was Kedar, and the ninth son was Tema. The Arabs are also called as Kedars or Kedarites. (Genesis 25:13- 16, & Ref. 4 - p589). During biblical times the oasis north to present day Medina* used to be called Tema, after the ninth son of Ishmael, who settled there (J. Hastings’s Dictionary of the Bible). 

The people of Mecca severely persecuted the new Muslims but they did not leave Islam. The Meccans then decided to kill Prophet Mohammad (P*). Many Muslims left Mecca for Yatrib, (now called Medina*). Prophet Mohammad (P*) went into hiding in a cave. After 3 days, he left for Yatrib, and there he met the followers who had fled earlier. The people of Yatrib received the immigrants warmly and gave them food and shelter. Next year an army of one thousand Meccans marched against the Muslims. About three hundred poorly armed Muslims met them at the battle of Badr* and gave them a crushing defeat. The Arabs of Mecca lost their honor.

Old Testament Prophecy: "The oracle (Prophecy by God) concerning Arabia. In the thickets (shrubs) in Arabia you will lodge ... O inhabitants of the land of Tema, to the thirsty bring water, meet the fugitive with bread. For they have fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, from the bent bow, and from the press of battle ... Within a year, ... .all the glory of Kedar (Arabs) will come to an end" (B* Isaiah 21:13-17). The only Prophet born in Arabia is Prophet Mohammad (P*).


God said to Prophet Moses (P*): ”I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee,” (B* Deuteronomy 18:18). 


“From among their brethren”: The Old Testament says that Ishmael and his descendants are brethren to Isaac and his descendants (B* Genesis 16:12 & 25:18).

“Like unto Moses (P*)”: Prophet Mohammad (P*) has much more similarity to Prophet Moses (P*) than Prophet Jesus (P*) has. Both Prophet Moses (P*) and Prophet Mohammad (P*) had usual birth, and were raised among idolaters. Both had regular family life (wife and children), and were forced to migrate (Prophet Moses (P*) to Median, and Prophet Mohammad (P*) to Medina*). Both marched to battles against their enemies, and won physical and moral victories in their lifetime. They were virtually kings, gave laws and scriptures; first rejected by their people and then accepted at the end. They were human beings with no divinity attributed to them by their followers, died a natural death and were buried in this earth. Similarities between Prophet Moses (P*) and Prophet Jesus (P*) are threat to life in early infancy, and both were Jewish lettered Prophets. All three of them performed miracles.


In Hebrew Bible, the verse 5:16 of the book, Song of Solomon, reads: "Heeko mame tah kim, ve kullo Mohamadim". This means, "His language is most sweet, and he is Mohammad." In the English translation of Old Testament it has been translated as "His speech is most sweet, and he is altogether desirable." A name must not be translated. 

In the New Testament:

Prophet Jesus (P*) foretold about Prophet Mohammed (P*): "If you love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the father, and he shall give you another comforter (the word used in Greek is Paraclete), that he may abide with you forever"(B* John 14: 15-16). 


The word 'another' means that there must be at least two Paracletes. Prophet Jesus (P*) has been referred to as a Paraclete: "...but if any one does sin, we have an advocate (the word used in Greek is paraclete) with the father, Jesus (P*) Christ the righteous" (B* 1 John 2:1). 


So another comforter will be another human like Prophet Jesus (P*). Paraclete cannot be Holy Ghost. In that case, Prophet Jesus (P*), a Paraclete, becomes another Holy Ghost. The Bible says: "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things," (B* John 14:26). Prophet Jesus (P*) also said, "Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you" (B* John 16:7). 


Greek word for spirit is ‘pneuma’ (neutral gender) and the pronoun is ‘it’ not ‘he’. Further, Holy Ghost was already present when Prophet Jesus (P*) was alive. The disciples, John the Baptist, Zechariah, Elizabeth, Simeon, and Barnabas, all were filled with Holy Ghost (B* John 20:22 Luke 1: 15, 41, 67; Act 11: 24). Comforter's arrival was conditioned to the departure of Prophet Jesus’ (P*). So the above underlined phrase "which is the Holy Ghost" is a later interpolation in the Bible.

Prophet Jesus (P*) further said, "I have yet many things to say unto you, but you can not bear them now. Howbeit when he, the spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come" (B* John 16: 12-14). 


Therefore, Prophet Jesus’ (P*) message was incomplete. Another prophet was needed to guide the humanity into all truth. 
In Gospel of Barnabas: 


The Bible recognizes Barnabas to be "an apostle”, “a good man, full of Holy spirit and of faith" (B* Acts 14:14, & 11:24). Bible also says: “if he comes to you, receive him.” (Colossians 4:10). He also wrote a gospel. Instead of including this gospel in the New Testament, the book was forbidden. Toland, in his "Miscellaneous Works" (published posthumously in 1747), in Vol. I, page 380, mentions that the Gospel of Barnabas was still extant. In Chapter XV he refers to the Glasian Decree of 496 C.E. where "Evangelium Barnabe" is included in the list of forbidden books. One wonders why a Gospel written by an Apostle filled with Holy Spirit and faith was not included in the New Testament but forbidden!

The following is quoted from the Gospel of Barnabas that is now available: “The priest answered: ‘In the book of Moses it is written that our God must send us the Messiah … art thou the Messiah of God whom we expect?’ Jesus answered: ‘It is true that God hath so promised, but indeed I am not he for he is made before me, and shall come after me.’ … Then said the priest: ‘How shall the Messiah be called, and what sign shall reveal his coming?’ Jesus answered: ‘The name of the Messiah is admirable, for God himself gave him the name when he had created his soul, and placed it in a celestial splendour… Mohammad is his blessed name.’” (Chapter 96/ p121 and 97/ p123).
In Hindu scriptures: Veda, Vedanta, Upanishad, and Purana are the ancient scriptures of Hinduism. In Vabhisya Purana (Parba 3, Khanda 3, chapter 3, Vs 5-8) says: 

"Atasminnastare mlessa acharjeno samannita..." The approximate translation is: "Just at that time, a Malecha (belonging to a foreign country and speaking foreign language) spiritual teacher, will appear with his companions. His name will be Mohammed. Raja Bhoj, after giving this Moha Dev (pious man of angelic disposition) from the desert country a bath in Panchya gabba and Ganges water (i.e. purifying him of all sins), offered him the presents of his sincere devotion and addressing him with reverence said, ’O pride of mankind, O lord of the desert, I pay homage to you. You have collected a great force to kill the devil and you yourself have been protected from the Malecha opponents’. (Ref. 5, p26).

In Zend Avesta: Zend Avesta and Dasateer are two scriptures of Zoroastrianism. In Zend Avesta part I page 260, as translated by Max Muller, it reads: “O Spetame Zarathustra, I proclaim that pious Ahmad will surely arrive. You will receive from him holy words, pious thoughts, righteous deeds, and pure religion" (Ref. 5 - p29). In the Quran the second name of Prophet Mohammad (P*) is given as Ahmad (Q* 61:6) 

In Dasateer: One finds in page 47 of Dasateer, as translated by A. H. Vidyarthi: "When the people of Persia will forget their religion and will plunge into extreme moral degradation, a great pious man will arrive in the Arab land. His followers will defeat the Persians. Instead of worshipping 'Fire' in their temples, they will then pray facing the temple built by Abraham (P*). The followers of that great pious man will be like blessings to the people of the world" (Ref. 5 - p29). 

Soon after the death of Prophet Mohammad (P*), his followers did defeat the Persians. The Persians accepted Islam in great numbers and started to pray facing the House of God, Kaba, built by Prophet Abraham (P*).


Dr. Islamul Huq, Ph.D., D.D. was a very high Hindu priest (Achariya Mahant Dr. Saroopji Maharaj). He studied ten great religions of the world at the Oxford University of U.K. and received the two doctorate degrees. He said that 'the scriptures of all great religions of the world, except Jainism and Buddhism, have the names of Allah and Mohammad (P*) in them. Prophet Mohammad (P*) is the only Prophet who is mentioned in most of the scriptures of the world.


When all the verses mentioned above are considered together, no Prophet other than Prophet Mohammad (P*), can fit in them. There are many more prophecies about him in the scriptures. Those who believe in the scriptures, they cannot but believe in Prophet Mohammad (P*) and the Quran. Those who do not want to believe, God has a warning for them in the Old Testament: "And whoever will not give heed to my words which he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him" (B* Deuteronomy 18:19).

For more details read the article “Prophecies in the scriptures” in this website.
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*
Badr- a place outside Medina.


B*- Bible, 

Q* - Quran.


Mecca- City in S. Arabia


Medina- City in S. Arabia


P- Peace of God be upon him / them.

Compiled by A. S. Alam, M.D.
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