Verdict of West on

Mohammad (P)


It is expected that your friends will speak good of you and your enemies will speak ill of you, even though it may not be true. However, if your enemies speak extremely high of you, then it is an extraordinary credit to you. The amount of praise and honor that were bestowed on any Prophet by his non-followers cannot match even a fraction of what was showered upon Prophet Mohammad (P*) by the non-Muslims. The followings are a few examples.

Michael H. Hart, a professor of astronomy and physics at a college in Maryland, USA., ranked Prophet Mohammad (P*) at the top of the list of most influential persons ever born on earth in his book “‘The 100’: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History”. He wrote: “My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s most influential persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the religious and secular levels.” (p33)
Historian and writer Dr. Stanley Lane-Poole wrote about Prophet Mohammad (P*) in the book ‘The Speeches and Table Talk of the Prophet Mohammed’: “He who, standing alone, braved for years the hatred of his people, is the same who was never the first to withdraw his hand from another clasp; the beloved of children, who never passed a group of little ones without a smile from his wonderful eyes and a kind word for them, sounding all the kinder in that sweet-toned voice ... He was the messenger of the one God; and never to his life’s end did he forget who he was, of the message which was the marrow of his being. He brought his tiding to his people with a grand dignity sprung from the consciousness of his high office together with a most sweet humility whose root lay in the knowledge of his own weakness.” 

Rev. Bosworth Smith wrote: “Head of the state as well as the Church, he was Caesar and Pope in one; but he was Pope without Pope’s pretensions, Caesar without the legions of Caesar: without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a palace, without a fixed revenue; if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by the right divine, it was Mohammed, for he had all the powers without its instruments and without its supports” (Mohammad and Mohammadanism, p92).

Thomas Carlyle, famous western author and thinker, was amazed as to “how one man single handedly, could weld warring tribes and wandering bedouins into a most powerful and civilized nation in less than two decades.” He further commented, “The lies, which well-meaning zeal has heaped round this man (Mohammad), are disgraceful to ourselves only.” (Heroes and Hero-worship, Thomas Carlyle).

Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw said: “I have studied him, the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it much needed peace and happiness.” (The Genuine Islam, by George Bernard Shaw)

English writer Major A. G. Leonard wrote in his book “Islam, Her Moral and Spiritual Value”: “A man not only great but one of the greatest - i.e. truest - men that humanity has ever produced. Great, i.e., not simply as a prophet but as a patriot and a statesman: a material as well as a spiritual builder who constructed a great nation, a great empire, and more even than all these, a still greater Faith.” (Ref. 14 -p22). 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote: “I wanted to know the best of one who holds today undisputed sway over the hearts of millions of mankind. ... I became more than convinced that it was not the sword that won a place for Islam in those days in the schedule of life. It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self effacement of the prophet, the scrupulous regard for his pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and in his own mission. These and not the sword carried everything before them and surmounted every obstacle.”  (Ref. 7 -p18)

English author W. Montgomery Watt wrote: “His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the high moral character of the men who believed in him and looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate achievement- all argue his fundamental integrity. To suppose Muhammad an impostor raises more problems than it solves. Moreover, none of the great figures of history is so poorly appreciated in the west as Muhammad” (Mohammad at Mecca, by W. Montgomery).

James A. Michener wrote in Reader’s Digest “At Muhammad’s own death an attempt was made to deify him, but the man who was to become his administrative successor killed the hysteria with one of the noblest speeches in religious history: ‘If there are any among you who worshipped Muhammad, he is dead. But if it is God you worshipped, He lives for ever’ (Reader’s Digest, American Edition, May 1855).”

French poet historian and biographer Alphonse de LaMartaine wrote in the book ‘Historie de la Turquie’: “Never has a man undertaken a work so far beyond human power with so feeble means, for he had in the conception as well as in the execution of such a great design no other instrument than himself, and no other aid, except a handful of men living in a corner of the desert. ... If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the criteria of human genius, who could dare to compare any great men in modern history to Mohammad? ... On the basis of a book, every letter of which has become law, he created a spiritual nationality, which has blended together peoples of every tongue and of every race. ... Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, we may well ask: is there any man greater than he ?” 

Can you find anywhere such comments made by the non-followers of any other religious leader in the history of humanity? Wouldn’t you like to know about the religion this extraordinary man professed?


Prophet Mohammad (P*) never claimed credit for the superb guidance he gave for the salvation of humanity. He said, “I am a human being like yourselves. I have not brought anything to you of my own accord. It has been revealed to me by God. ... All the wonderful achievements, which stand in my credit in your eyes, all the laws I have given, all the principles I have spoken of, none of them is from me. I find myself totally incompetent for producing such things. I look to divine guidance in all matters. Whatever He wills, I do, whatever He directs I proclaim.” What a remarkable example of honesty, integrity, and humbleness! Through this extraordinary human being, God chose to reveal His final revelation for humanity, the Quran.

For more details and references read the article “Mohammad - The Messenger of God” in the website:

www.interfaithdialogue.net
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