Polygamy In 

Revealed Religions


Polygamy means a system of marriage whereby one person has more than one spouse. Polygamy can be of two types. One is polygyny where a man marries more than one woman, and the other is polyandry, where a woman marries more than one man. 


In Islam, limited polygyny is permitted; whereas polyandry is completely prohibited.


All revealed religions of God allow polygamy. The Bible did not prohibit polygamy. Many of the Prophets in the Bible were polygamous. Prophet Abraham (P*) had three wives. Prophet David (P*) had many wives and concubines (1 Chronicles 3:1-9). Prophet Solomon (P*) had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3). Later regulations fixed the number of wives at 18 for kings and four for an ordinary man (Dictionary of the Bible, James Hasting, Charles Scribner's Sons, N.Y., 1963, p624).

The practice of polygyny among Jewish people continued until Rabbi Gershom Ben Yehudah (960 C.E to 1030 C.E) issued an edict against it. However, the Jewish Sephardic communities, living in Muslim countries, continued the practice polygamy until 1950, when an Act of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel extended the ban to all Jews.


In the past, Christians had more than one wife. Martin Luther himself approved and allowed it. In 1531 the Anabaptists of Munster preached that he who wants to be true Christian must have several wives (History of Human Marriage, Edward Westermarck vol. III, p50-51). Christians continued to practice polygamy as late as 17th century. Even today, Church of Jesus Christ of the Later Day Saints allows and practice polygamy. 


Although the churches do not allow polygamy now, most of the Christians are not monogamous. Because of the absence this safety-valve mechanism, most of the surplus women in post world-war 2 in Germany, indulged in adultery and fornication producing countless illegitimate children. Even today, innumerable illegitimate children are produced in the western world. The Bible says: "No bastard shall enter into the assembly of the Lord; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the Lord" (B* Deuteronomy 23:2). So, if one can trace a bastard in his/her preceding ten generations he/she is destined for hell.


Polygamy is allowed in Islam but under special circumstances and with strict conditions. Although Islam allows man to marry up to four wives Quran advises Muslims to marry only one. God says in The Quran: “But if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly (with them) then (marry) only one.” (Q* 4:3). It is almost impossible to treat two wives equally. Quran also says: “You are never able to be fair and just as between women, even if it is your ardent desire” (Q* 4:129). That is why almost all the Muslims one meets are monogamous. It is interesting to note that although polygamy is allowed in Islam, Muslims are, in general, strictly monogamous, whereas the Christians, although preach monogamy, openly indulge in polygamy! 

In general, the ratio of male and female child at birth is about equal. Because of the nature of life the males lead in the society, they are more prone to injury, accidents and death. During the war, many men are killed leaving a large number of orphans, widows and surplus women. Besides being fed and clothed, the physical and emotional needs of those women require to be fulfilled. Islam has a solution for this undesirable situation. Present day Christianity offers no solution to this problem. 


If a woman after living a married life for a while finds herself unable to carry on her family obligations because of, say, some physical incapacitation like paralysis or insanity or unable to bear children, should her husband kick her out into the street and marry another woman? Is it not more humane and the right thing to do to keep the woman he loves, and take care of her along with another wife who will be able to fulfill the family obligations and physical needs? 


World female population is more than male population. In USA, women outnumber men by 7.8 millions. New York alone has one million more females than males. Great Britain has four million more females as compared to males. Germany has five million more females and Russia has nine million more females. 


If every man in the city of New York marries one woman, statistics shows that there will be a million of surplus women without any husband. Further, many of the unmarried males are homosexuals. U.S.A has more than twenty-five million gays. One of the options for the surplus woman is that she may observe celibacy rest of her life. For most women this is not an acceptable option. Alternatively, she may remain as a concubine under the guise of a ‘girl friend’ of any number of men, having no rights and honor of a wife, producing illegitimate children with no responsible father to take care of them. 


When a woman lives with many men, which of the males will be responsible for a particular child? In these situations, the woman is already sharing the man with other women but she has no rights. In the western world, the women are kept as concubines under the title of “girl friends”. It is becoming the norm of the day. 


Another option for the surplus woman is that she could choose to be a legitimate wife of a man (with equal rights) sharing the husband with another woman. Now which of the options will prevent social immorality?


The mighty prophets of God had practiced polygamy. God did not condemn them for practicing polygamy. He did not stop polygamy. It is man who, by trying to stop legal polygamy, has increased illegal polygamy and immorality in the society producing millions of illegitimate children destined for hell (B* Deuteronomy 23:2). God is wiser than man. 
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Q*- The Quran, 


B*- The Bible 

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them. 
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