What The non-Muslims say
About Islam

It is expected that your friends will speak good of you and your enemies will speak ill of you, even though it may not be true. However, if your enemies speak extremely high of you, then it is an extraordinary credit to you. Some of the comments made by famous non-Muslims are given below. 

There are innumerable comments about Islam made by non-Muslims thinkers holding very high and respectable positions in the society. A few of the comments made in the recent past are given below.


A. J. Toynbee, Oxford University lecturer and economist, wrote, “The extinction of race consciousness as between Muslims is one of the outstanding achievements of Islam and in the contemporary world there is, as it happens, a crying need for the propagation of this Islamic virtue.” (Civilization on trial, 1948- p205), (Ref. 7 -p44).) 


H. A. R. Gibb wrote: “It (Islam) possesses a magnificent tradition of inter-racial understanding and cooperation. No other society has such a record of success in uniting in an equality of status, of opportunity, and of endeavors so many and so various races of mankind. ... Islam has still the power to reconcile apparently irreconcilable elements of race and tradition. If ever the opposition of the great societies of East and West is to be replaced by cooperation, the mediation of Islam is an indispensable condition. In its hands lies very largely the solution of the problem with which Europe is faced in its relation with east.” (Whither Islam -1932- p379), (Ref. 7 -p43).

Sir Thomas W. Arnold wrote: “We have never heard about any attempt to compel non-Muslim parties to adopt Islam or about any organized persecution aiming at exterminating Christianity. If the Caliphs had chosen one of these plans, they would have wiped out Christianity as easily as what happened to Islam during the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain; by the same method which Louis XIV followed to make Protestantism a creed whose followers were to be sentenced to death; or with the same ease of keeping the Jews away from Britain for a period of 350 years.” (Call to Islam)

Indian poet Sorojini Naidu wrote: “It was the first religion that preached and practiced democracy. ... I have been struck over and over again by this indivisible unity of Islam that makes man instinctively a brother. ... ” (The Ideals of Islam- P167-169), (Ref. 7 -p19). 
“Sense of justice is one of the most wonderful ideals of Islam, because as I read in the Quran I find those dynamic principles of life, not mystic but practical ethics for the daily conduct of life suited to the whole world.” (The Ideals of Islam-1918- P167), (Ref. 7 -p43).

Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw wrote: “It (Islam) is the only religion which appears to me to possess that assimilating capacity to the changing phase of existence which can make itself appeal to every age. I have studied him (Mohammad) – the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume the dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it the much needed peace and happiness. I have prophesied about the faith of Muhammad that it would be acceptable to the Europe of tomorrow as it is beginning to be acceptable to the Europe of today” (The Genuine Islam Vol. 1, No. 8. 1936, Ref. 7-p44)


He further said: “Europe shall declare the Islamic creed innocent of what men of Europe of the middle Ages accused it of in evil tales. The religion of Muhammad shall be the system on which the basis of the world peace and happiness shall be established. The solution of the world problems will depend on its philosophy. Many of my compatriots and other Europeans follow the principles of Islam. Therefore I can prophesy that the European Islamic era is undoubtedly very near.” 


A. M. L. Stoddard wrote: “The rise of Islam is perhaps the most amazing event in human history. Springing from a land and a people like previously negligible, Islam spread within a century over half the earth, shattering great empires, overthrowing long established religions, remolding the souls of races, and building up a whole new world, world of Islam. ... The other great religions won their way slowly, by painful struggle and finally triumphed with the aid of powerful monarchs converted to the new faith. Christianity had its Constantine, Buddhism its Asoka, and Zoroastrianism its Cyrus, each lending to his chosen cult the mighty force of secular authority. Not so in Islam. Arising in a desert land sparsely inhabited by nomad race previously undistinguished in human annals, Islam sallied forth on its great adventure with the slenderest human backing and against the heaviest material odds. Yet Islam triumphed with seemingly miraculous ease, and a couple of generations saw the Fiery Crescent borne victorious from the Pyrenees to the Himalayas and from the desert of Central Asia to the deserts of Central Africa” (Islam of All Prophets, p56, Ref. 7 p44).

Professor Hurgronje wrote: “The league of nations founded by the prophet of Islam put the principle of international unity and human brotherhood on such universal foundations as to show the candle to the other nations. ... no nation of the world can show a parallel to what Islam has done towards the realization of the idea of the League of Nations.” (Ref. 7 -p20).

W. Montgomery Watt wrote:  “I am not a Muslim in the usual sense, though I hope I am a ‘Muslim’ as ‘one surrendered to God’, but I believe that embedded in the Quran and other expressions of the Islamic vision are vast stores of divine truth from which I and other occidentals have still much to learn; and Islam is certainly a strong contender for the supplying of the basic framework of the one religion of the future.” (Islam and Christianity today- ix), (Ref. 7 -p46).


Huston Smith, Watson Professor of Religion and Professor of Philosophy wrote: “Muslims point to the long centuries during which in India, Spain, and the Near East, Christians, Jews, and Hindus lived quietly and in freedom under Muslim rule. Even under the worst caliphs, Christians and Jews held positions of influence and in general retained their religious freedom. The Christians, not Muslims, we are reminded, expelled the Jews in the fifteenth century from Spain where they had lived in freedom while the Muslims were in power. To press this example: Spain and Anatolia changed hands at about the same time -- Christians expelled the Moors from Spain while Muslims conquered what is now Turkey. Every Muslim was driven from Spain, put to the sword, or forced to convert, whereas the seat of the Eastern Orthodox Church remains in Istanbul to this day.”


Dr William Baker wrote: “Although the Jews joined with the enemies of early Islam, neither they nor Judaism were targeted by Muhammad or Islam. It is a fact of history that when the Jews were being persecuted in Europe during the Middle Ages they found peace, harmony, and acceptance among the Muslim people of Spain. In fact, this was the era of Jewish history that they themselves refer to as ‘the Golden Age’.”


Washington W. Irving observed: “As conquerors [Muslims], their heroism was equaled only by their moderation, and in both, for a time, they excelled the nations with whom they contended. Severed from their native homes, they loved the land given them as they supposed by Allah and strove to embellish it with everything that could administer to the happiness of man. Laying the foundations of their power in a system of wise and equitable laws, diligently cultivating the arts and sciences, and promoting agriculture, manufactures and commerce, they gradually formed an empire unrivaled for its prosperity by any of the empires of Christendom...The cities of Arabian Spain became the resort of Christian artisans, to instruct themselves in the useful art. The Universities of Toledo, Cordova, Seville, Granada, were sought by the pale student from lands to acquaint himself with the sciences of the Arabs and the treasure lore of antiquity.”


Ahmed Holt wrote: “The sword of Islam is not the sword of steel. I know this by experience, because the sword of Islam struck deep into my own heart. It did not bring death, but it brought new life; it brought an awareness and it brought an awakening as to who am I, and what am I and for what I am here.” (Ref. 7 -p48).


Historian De Lacy O’Leary, wrote: “History make it clear however, that the legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping through the world and forcing Islam at the point of sword upon conquered races is one of the most fantastically absurd myths that historians have ever repeated.” (Islam at the Crossroads- p8), (Ref. 7 -p43).

Sir John Bagot Glubb wrote: “Khalif (Caliph) Al-Ma'mun's period of rule (813 - 833 C.E.) may be considered the 'golden age' of science and learning. He had always been devoted to books and to learned pursuits. His brilliant mind was interested in every form of intellectual activity. Not only poetry but also philosophy, theology, astronomy, medicine and law all occupied his time.” 


“By Mamun's time medical schools were extremely active in Baghdad. The first free public hospital was opened in Baghdad during the Caliphate of Haroon-ar-Rashid. As the system developed, physicians and surgeons were appointed who gave lectures to medical students and issued diplomas to those who were considered qualified to practice. The first hospital in Egypt was opened in 872 AD and thereafter public hospitals sprang up all over the empire from Spain and the Maghrib to Persia.” 
Compiled by A. S. Alam, M.D.
Permission is granted to reproduce or to translate this publication without change. Quotations from the Scriptures must be taken from authentic translations.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue at: 
info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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