
THE BIBLE


Man has a special place in the animal kingdom. God has given man a special combination of qualities, which He has not given to other animals: for example (1) ability to think, (2) ability to reason and judge, and (3) freedom of choice. However, we also have acquired undesirable qualities like greed and lust. Our desire for worldly possessions and pleasures deviates us from the right path, and we need guidance. The All-loving and Kind God has provided us with this guidance through His Prophets.


Prophets were special people chosen by God. Their hearts and souls were in tune with God. The scriptures contain the messages from God received by the prophets while they lived on earth.


The Bible contains the messages from many great Prophets of the past. Unfortunately, the Prophets did not record the messages at the time of revelation. They were passed on by oral transmission for generations, before being written down (Ref. 6, P4-7).

Authenticity: Jesus (P*) did not write or dictate the New Testament, nor was it written during his lifetime. The four Gospels were written some 35 to 85 years after Jesus (P*) had left this earth. After so many years, it is not possible to remember, word for word, what Jesus (P*) had said earlier. Ecumenical translation of the Bible says: "the evangelists... have collected and recorded in writing the material given to them by the oral tradition" (Ref. 6-P56).

Authors: All knowledgeable Bible scholars agree that the true identities of the authors of the Gospels are not known (Ref. 3 - P 60, 63, 67, & 69). Saint Luke admits that he is not the author of this gospel. As he forwarded the manuscript to Theophilus Saint Luke said "They delivered them to us" (Luke 1: 2-3).

Manuscripts: The original manuscripts of the Bible are not available. The earliest available recordings of New Testament, Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, are from 4th century. They also have been altered (Ref. 6 -p78). Ecumenical Translation mentions 250 other manuscripts. The Greeks claim to have 5000 manuscripts, but no two are alike. When a new edition of the existing version, or a new version comes up, the meaning of many verses are changed under the guise of language. 

Gospels: After Jesus (P*) had departed, over a hundred gospels were written. In 325 A.D., the Council of Nicea canonized only four of them. There was one gospel written in Aramaic, the language that Jesus (P*) spoke. Apostle Barnabas, whom the Bible recognizes to be "a good man, full of Holy Spirit and of faith' (The Acts 11:24), also wrote a gospel. These Gospels did not get a place in the New Testament (Ref. 6 -p78).

Inspired Book: It is said that the authors of the Bible were inspired by God to write, word for word, what the Prophets had said earlier. However, the Bible has numerous gross mistakes and contradictions, which an inspired book must not have. Christian publication admits that the Bible has thousands of mistakes and contradictions. A few examples are given below.

Genealogy of Jesus (P*): Ancestors of Jesus (P*) are given in Matthew 1:1-17, and in Luke 3:23-38. In Matthew father of Joseph, husband of Mary, is named as Jacob, and in Luke it is named as Heli. A man cannot have two fathers. 

Apostles of Jesus (P*): The names of the twelve apostles of Jesus (P*) are given in B* Matthew 10:2-4, and B* Luke 6:14-16. The two lists differ. It is difficult to accept that God, Matthew and Luke could not remember the names of twelve apostles chosen by Jesus (P*). However, they remembered, word for word, what Jesus (P*) had said years earlier. Giving different names would create confusion, and the Bible says: “God is not the author of confusion” (B* 1 Corinthians 14:33). 

Michal’s sons: Michal, the daughter of Saul, when she died left no children, given in one verse (II Samuel 6:23), and left five sons, given in another verse (II Samuel 21:8). In recent editions of the Bible, the name 'Michal' has been changed to Merab in II Samuel 21:8! 

Death of Judas: Matthew says: "And throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he (Judas) departed; and he went and hanged himself" (Matthew 27:5). Luke says: "Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out" (Acts 1:18).
Sign of Jonas: Jesus (P*) is quoted to have said, “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of earth” (Matthew 12: 40). Jesus (P*) was taken to the tomb on Friday evening and was raised on Sunday morning, making it only one day and two nights. Gospel of Mark says that Jesus (P*) did not make the second half of the above statement (Mark 8:12).

Ascension: The author of both 'The Acts of apostles' and 'The gospel according to Luke' is said to be St. Luke. Ascension of Jesus (P*) is described to have taken place on Easter Day in the gospel (Luke- 24: 51), and forty days after resurrection in the Acts (1:3, 9).

The early sons of God: Bible says: "When men began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and they took to wife such of them as they chose" (Genesis 6:1-2). They appear to be the real sons of God. 

First Begotten Son of God was David: "Thou (David) art my Son; this day have I begotten thee" (Psalm 2: 7). However, the Bible also says: "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son" (John 3:16).

God is blessed with First-born son twice: "Thus says the Lord, Israel (Jacob) is my first-born son" (Exodus 4:22). God also said: “Ephraim is my first-born" (Jeremiah 31:9).

Human life span: God limited human life span to 120 years (Genesis 6: 3). But soon after, people live 950 to 127 years (B* Genesis 9:29 to Genesis 23:1). 
Moses (P*) wrote his own death and burial account: (Deuteronomy 34:5-10). How is it possible ? 

Numbering of Israel: “Again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, ‘Go, number Israel and Judah’.” (2 Samuel 24:1).


“Satan stood up against Israel, and incited David to number Israel.” (1 Chronicle 21:1). 


This is a very serious discrepancy. In no religion, God and Satan are equal or interchangeable.

Addition, deletion and alteration of verses: 


Many verses, which were not present in the ancient manuscripts, had been added to the Bible in later years. Some of those added verses were taken out of the Bible in the 1952 edition of King James Version, only to put them back in the later editions. Some examples are given below:


First eleven verses of chapter 8 of Gospel of John were taken out. This includes the famous verse “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7). Chapter 8 starts with verse number twelve.


Verses, Mark 16:9 to 20 were taken out. 

Both the Verses related to ascension of Jesus (P*) into heaven, were taken out (Luke 24:51, and Mark 16:19).


The verse, 1 JOHN 5:7, often quoted as the basis of trinity: ("For there are three that bear record in heaven") was taken out. 


God gave his “only Begotten son” changed to 'only son' (John 3:16). 


“Behold a virgin shall conceive” changed to “'a young woman shall conceive”  (Isaiah 7: 14).


In the older Bible (e.g. 1950) in John 3:35, Jesus is said to have said: “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” and in the newer Bible (e.g. 1988), this changed to: “Do you believe in the Son of man?”

God chooses wrong Prophets: 


Prophets are special people chosen by God. They represent God on earth, and give guidance to the humanity. In the Bible, we find Prophet Solomon worshipped false Gods (1 Kings 11: 9-10). Prophet David sent for Uriah's wife, Bathseba, and committed adultery with her (2 Samuel 11:3-5). Prophet Judah, the father of Jewish race, committed incest with his daughter-in-law Tamar (Genesis 38:15-18). The two daughters of Prophet Lot committed incest with their father (Genesis 19:32-36). 


There are innumerable such contradictions and errors in the Bible. The Bible itself recognized the lack of authenticity by the following verse:


'"How can you, say, 'We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us'? But behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie." (Jeremiah 8:8). That is why the Bible made repeated prophecies about Prophet Mohammed and the Quran (read our publication - 'Prophecy in the scriptures').


There is a dire warning of curse on those who add anything to, or take away anything from, the Bible (Revelation 22:18-19; Deut 12:32). Besides other changes, either the Catholics have added seven books to the Bible or the Protestants have deleted them from it. Either way, one half is condemned by the Bible.


One day, after this worldly life, everyone will return to God. If a person follows the wrong scripture and God asks that person: "Why did you follow the Book that was not recorded by the Prophets, altered repeatedly, and contained innumerable errors and contradictions? I warned that the scribes had made it into a lie." What would that person reply? If God further says: "why did you not follow the scripture, that I said to be My Scripture? It was accurately recorded by the Prophet, and transmitted without alteration (as promised by Me). No one could produce a book or even a chapter like this revealed book, when I challenged the humanity. You could not find any error in it. I revealed scientific mysteries thousands of years ahead through an unlettered Prophet to prove that it was from Me. Why did you not follow it? Did not I give you the ability to think, to reason and judge, and then choose?" What would that person say at that time? Should we not all prepare ourselves to answer these questions? Take a few moments and ponder over it.

References:

1. Teachers’ edition of the Bible, Spencer Press, Inc., 1955.

2. The Bible- Revised standard version, American Bible Society, 1988.

3. The Quran- Abdullah Yusuf Ali, Tahrike Tarsile Quran Inc., 1988.

4. Illustrated Dictionary & concordance of the Bible, G. G. The Jerusalem Publishing House Ltd., 1986.

5. Contradictions and Fallacies in The Bible by K. Alan.

6. The Bible, The Quran and Science- Maurice Bucaille, North American Trust Publication, 1979. 

· P - Peace of God be upon him / them.
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