The New Testament

From the beginning of human creation, God sent messages and guidance to humanity through His prophets. The collections of these divine messages and guidance are known as scriptures. The scriptures are the foundations of all religions.


The Bible, as we know today, has two parts, The Old and The New Testaments. The Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible (Tanaka), has 39 books. They were originally written in Hebrew. The New Testament has two main versions. The Protestant version has 27 books. Four of the books are known as gospels. Fourteen of the remaining books are attributed to Apostle Paul, four to Apostle John, two to Apostle Peter, one to each of James, Jude and Luke. The Catholic version has 34 books. The Protestants do not consider these extra seven books to be authentic (Ref. 2-p 101). The books and letters that were included in the New Testament were selected by the councilors at the council of Nicea, in 325 AD, without any divine command.
Authenticity: Jesus (P*) did not write or dictate any part of the New Testament. The four canonized Gospels were written 35 to 80 years after he had left this earth. After so many years, it is probably not possible to remember, word for word, what Jesus (P*) had said earlier. Over one hundred catholic and Protestant Bible specialists compiled the ‘Ecumenical Translation of the Bible’. They say: “the evangelists ... have collected and recorded in writing the material given to them by the oral tradition" (Ref. 3-p56). The Bible itself recognized the lack of its authenticity by the following verse: "How can you, say, 'We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us?' But behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie" (Jeremiah 8:8). 
Manuscripts: The original manuscripts of the Gospels are not available. The earliest available recordings (Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus) are from 4th century. They also have been altered (Ref. 3-p78).
Gospels: Gospel (means good news) represents the life and teaching of Jesus (P*). After he had left this earth, many people wrote Gospels but only four were canonized. The only Gospel written in Aramaic, the language Jesus (P*) spoke, was not included in the Bible. Apostle Barnabas, whom the Bible recognizes to be 'a good man, full of Holy Spirit and of faith' (The Acts 11: 24), also wrote a Gospel. The Gospel of Barnabas and many other Gospels were deliberately suppressed (Ref. 3 - p77).


The canonical Gospels did not surface until after 140 AD (Ref. 3, p 77). After subsequent analyses, they were placed between 65 to 110 AD. All knowledgeable Bible experts agree that the true identities of the authors of the Gospels are not known (Ref. 3 - p60, 67, & 69). Apostle Matthew cannot be the author of this Gospel. Instead of writing, 'Jesus (P*) saw me and asked me to follow him', it writes: "he (Jesus) saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, 'Follow me" (Matthew. 9:9). Further, Matthew heavily copied from Mark who was not an eyewitness. St. Luke admits that he is not the author of this Gospel ("they delivered them to us" - Luke 1:2-3). Ecumenical Translation of the Bible concluded that Apostle John is not the author of the Gospel named after him. (Ref. 3-p 69).

Inspired Book: It is said that the authors of the Bible could write, word for word, what the Prophets had said earlier, because they were inspired by God. The Bible has numerous gross mistakes and contradictions, which an inspired book should not have. A Christian publication (Ref. 5 - p1) admits that the Bible has thousands of errors and contradictions. The King James version of Bible admits this in its preface as: "Yet King James version has grave defects, ... that these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision of the English translation." A few examples are given below:
Genealogy of Jesus (P*): Ancestors of Jesus (P*) are given in Matthew 1:1-17, and in Luke 3:23-38. In Matthew father of Joseph, husband of Mary, is named as Jacob, and in Luke he is named as Heli. A man cannot have two fathers.
Apostles: The names of the twelve apostles, given in Matthew 10:2-4, and Luke 6:14-16, differ. This creates confusion, and Bible says God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). It is disturbing to note that Matthew and Luke could not remember the apostles chosen by Jesus (P*). 

Sign of Jonas: Jesus (P*) is quoted to have said, "For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of earth" (Matthew 12: 40). Jesus (P*) was taken to the tomb on Friday evening and was raised on Sunday morning, making it only one day and two nights. Mark writes that Jesus (P*) left the place without making this statement (Mark 8:12).

Ascension: Matthew and John do not refer to Jesus’ (P*) Ascension. Mark mentions it in verse 16:19; but verses 16: 9-20 are not found in old manuscripts and have been added later (Ref., 3-p65). St. Luke describes Ascension on Easter Day in the Gospel (Luke 24:51), and forty days after resurrection in the Acts (1:3,9). 

Earthquake: Only Matthew mentions the disastrous earthquake that split the rocks, tore the curtain of the temple, opened the tombs and raised the bodies of the saints that marched into the holy city! (Matthew 27:51-53). How could Apostles John, Luke, and Mark, not note such a colossal happening in the life of Jesus (P*)? None of them forgot to mention a small incidence like riding a donkey by Jesus (P*) while going to Jerusalem.
Eucharist: The Institution of Eucharist is not described in the Gospel of John. It is unthinkable that John should not mention an episode so basic to Christianity.

Jesus’ (P*) Mission: John describes Jesus’ (P*) mission as lasting over a period of two years whereas Matthew, Mark and Luke place the duration as over a period of one year (Ref. 3- p71).

Begotten sons of God: Saint John said in the Bible: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son," (B* John 3:16). However, God said that His first begotten son was David. "Thou (David) art my Son; this day have I begotten thee" (B* Psalms 2:7). This makes Jesus (P*) the second begotten Son of God.
Verses added to or taken out of the Bible: There is a dire warning of the curse of plague to those who add to or take anything away from the Bible (B* Revelation 22:18-19 and Deuteronomy 12:32). Either the Catholics have added 7 books (Apocrypha) to the Bible or the Protestants have deleted them from it. Either way, the Bible condemns one half.


Many verses, not present in the ancient manuscripts, have been added to the Bible in later years. Some of those verses were taken out of the Bible in the 1952 edition of King James Bible only to put them back in the later editions. Examples of some of these alterations in the Bible are given below:

· The first eleven verses of chapter 8 of the Gospel of John were taken out. This includes the famous verse: "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her." Chapter 8 starts with verse number 12.
· Verses Mark 16:9-20 were taken out. 

· Both the Verses related to ascension of Jesus (P*) into heaven, were taken out (B* Luke 24:51, and Mark 16:19). 

· The basis of trinity taken out: The verse often quoted as the basis of trinity is: "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the word, and the Holy Spirit: and these three are one." (B* 1 John 5:7) It was taken out and replaced by "And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth.” (B* 1 John 5:7)
· "God gave his only Begotten son" changed to "God gave his only son" (B* John 3:16).
· "Behold a virgin shall conceive" changed to "a young woman shall conceive" (B* Isaiah 7:14). 

· Jesus (P*) is said to have referred to himself as ‘son of God’ in John 9:35 in older Bible: “Dost thou believe on the Son of God”? (B* John 9:35 1950 edition). It has been changed into ‘son of man’ in newer edition (B* John 9:35 1988 edition). 

This means that in Gospel of John the original phrase ‘son of man’ was translated as ‘son of God’. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus (P*) did not refer to himself as ‘son of God’ even once (refer to the ‘Article’ ‘Son of God’).
St. Paul contradicts Jesus (P*): When asked what a man must do to get eternal life, Jesus (P*) advised him to follow the commandments of the Old Testament (Mark 10:19). He further said "Think not that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished" (Matthew 5:17-18). 


Once Apostle Paul established his foothold among the disciples, he declared abolition of those laws: "For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse" (Galatians 3:10), & "you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace" (Galatians 5:4). 


Even though St. Paul directly contradicted what Jesus (P*) had said and practiced, the majority of the books included in the New Testament were written by him. It is of interest to note that one of Paul's companions was Luke and Paul was missing for a few years when Mark's Gospel was written. Further Paul "was considered to be a traitor to Jesus’ (P*) thought by the latter's family and by the Apostles who had stayed in Jerusalem" (Ref. 3, p 52 & p 67). For details read our ‘Articles’ titled “The New Testament” and “St. Paul, the Prophet”

Compiled by A. S. Alam, M.D.
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*
P - Peace of God be upon him / them.
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