The Holy Trinity


The cardinal doctrines of Christianity are 

1. The Holy Trinity, 

2. Divinity of Jesus (P*), 

3. Divine Sonship of Jesus (P*), 

4. Original sin, and 

5. Atonement (Ref. 4-p29).


The Athanasian Creed of Christianity defines Trinity as: “There is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and another the Holy Ghost. However, the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, the Majesty Co-eternal. ... The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods, but one God” (Ref. 4-p29). “... the persons are Co-equal and Co-eternal” (Encyclopedia Catholica).


Encyclopedia Catholica says, “The persons are co-equal and co-eternal” (Ref. 5 -p71). This, it is said, means that God is one in essence but three in person, indivisible, and inseparable. In the Bible Jesus (P*) did not claim equality with God. He said: “Father is greater than I” (not equal) (B* John 14:28).


Triadic beliefs in religion existed long before Christianity. Some of them are: 1) Hindu Trinity consisting of Brahma, Vishnu (Krishna), and Shiva. Each of them is a God, but combined together they make one God. 2) Persian triad of Ohrmazd, Mithra, and Ahriman, 3) Babylonian triad of Anu, Enlil, and Enki, 4) Egyptian triad of Osiris, Isis, and Horus; and 5 Roman triad of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva (Ref. 5 -p74).


The New Catholic Encyclopedia agrees that Trinity, the principal doctrine of Christianity, was unknown to the early Christians: "Among the Apostolic Fathers, there had been nothing even remotely approaching such a mentality or perspective." (The New Catholic Encyclopedia-1967, art. 'The Holy Trinity'-Vol. 14, P295).

Trinity in Christianity was first introduced as 'Trinitas' by Tertullian, a lawyer and a Christian writer of repute from Carthage, Africa, in 200 AD (Ref. 5-P15 & 77). In 325 AD, Bishop Athanesius of Alexandria, under strong opposition, established Trinity as the cardinal doctrine of Christianity at the Council of Nicea. In this conference, Jesus (P*) was declared “God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God” (Hastings’s Encyclopedia of Ethics and Religion, vol. IV, p239). The controversy of Trinity continued. In 451 AD, the Council of Chalcedon made the Nicene Creed as authoritative. There after no dissent was tolerated but suppressed brutally by mutilation and death.


Initially Trinity included God, Jesus (P*), and Mary the Mother of Jesus (P*). The general council of Ephesus, held in 431 CE, gave a ruling so as to also worship Mary as goddess, as she was the ‘Mother of God Jesus’ (A short history of Christianity- G. M. Robertson, p148). Worshipping Mary as ‘Mother of God’ offended many believers and later on, she was replaced by the ‘Holy Ghost’ (Ref. 5 -p80). 

The basis of Trinity is said to be the following verse: 

· "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one" (B* I John 5:7).


The earliest Greek manuscripts of New Testament of fourth century (Codex Sinaiticus) and the fifth century (Codex Vaticanus) do not contain this verse. It is only found in the Greek manuscripts of 15th and 16th centuries, which means it has been added later (Ref. 5-p78). Renowned historian Edward Gibbon calls the addition a "Pious Fraud" in his famous history book `Decline and Fall of Roman Empire'.

In the recent Bible this verse has been replaced by "And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth" (B* 1 John 5:7).


Jesus (P*) did not teach Trinity. Rather he proclaimed unity of God. He said: "The first of all commandments is 'Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord’” (B* Mark 12:28-29).


In the Bible God also confirmed it. He said: “Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.” "I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god" (B* Isaiah 43:10 & 44:6).
· No prophet ever uttered the word ‘Trinity’.

· No prophet ever said that there is more than one God. 

· No prophet ever claimed to be God or equal to God. 

· The word ‘Trinity’ is neither found in the Bible, nor in the Bible dictionary. 

The concept of three distinct and separate Divine Persons and each one them being God, is incompatible with the concept of unity of God. The church recognizes the impossibility of it and declared: 

“The Most Holy Trinity is a mystery in the strictest sense of the word. ... it remains impossible for the human intellect to grasp” (Ref. 4-p30). 


This means that Christianity is a religion whose principal doctrine is impossible to be understood by human beings.


Although the word ‘Trinity’ is not found in the Bible, it is found in the Quran. It says: "O People of the Book! Commit no excesses in your religion: nor say of God aught but the truth. ... Say not 'Trinity': desist: It will be better for you: For God is one God: Glory be to him: (far Exalted is He) above having a son" (Quran 4:171).


According to Holy Trinity all the three in the Godhead are Gods and co-equal. So the followers should equally worship God, Jesus (P*) and the Holy Ghost. But they don’t. One of Godhead, ‘God Jesus’(P*), is seen to pray to ‘God the Father’ and but not to the Holy Ghost. The other two do not pray at all. Further, ‘God Jesus’ (P*) did not claim equality with ‘God the Father’. He said, “Father is greater than I” (not equal) (B* John 14:28).


Gods in the Holy Trinity are also co-eternal. This means that existence or absence of one of them makes it mandatory for the existence or absence of the other two. So when one of them died on the cross the other two also should have died. 


Some churches no longer believe in 'Trinity'. It took them 2000 years to understand that the Trinity is wrong. How long will it take them to understand that a man cannot be God? 

For more details read the article “The Holy Trinity” at www.interfaithdialogue.net
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B*- Bible, 

Q*- Quran

P* - Peace of God be upon him / them.
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