JESUS, THE GOD

Christian View


Christians regard Jesus Christ (P*) as being divine. The most frequent reasons given for this are the followings:

(1) Jesus (P*) said, "He who has seen me has seen the Father" (B* John 14:9).  
(2) "I and the Father are one" (B* John 10:30).

(3) "I am in the Father and the Father in me" (B* John 14:11).

(4) Jesus (P*) is Spirit made flesh (B* John 1:14).

(5) Jesus (P*) performed miracles.

(6) Jesus (P*) raised the dead to life. 
(7) Jesus (P*) is the Only Begotten Son of God. This equals God (B* John 3: 16).

(8) "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God" (B* John 1:1).

Non-Christian view:


Non-Christians do not regard Jesus (P*) to be divine. Their views on the above-mentioned points are as follows:

(1) "He who has seen me has seen the Father" (B* John 14:9).


Jesus (P*) made this remark when Phillip asked him to show the ‘Father’. Does this answer then means that Jesus (P*) is the Father? 


To understand this verse and its context, start reading from John 14:7. Jesus (P*) said: “If you had known me, you would have known my Father also; henceforth you know him and have seen him” (B* John 14:7). Here Jesus (P*) is clearly telling that seeing God means knowing Him. The Bible also says: "No man hath seen God at any time" (B* John 1: 18). God said: “for there shall no man see me, and live” (B* Exodus 33:20). Jesus (P*) said: "Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape" (B* John 5:37).

(2) "I and the Father are one" (John 10:30).


For context, begin reading from verse John 10:23: "no one shall snatch them (followers) out of my hand. ... and no one is able to snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one." Here "one" is in purpose to keep the followers in their hands and not one in identity, nature or divine essence.

(3) "I am in the Father and the Father in me" (B* John 14:11).


Jesus (P*) also said to the disciples: "I in them and thou in me, that they may become perfectly one" (B* John 17:23). He further said: "that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us" (B* John 17:21).


If this oneness makes Jesus (P*) God, then all disciples would also be Gods. 

(4) Jesus (P*) is Spirit made flesh.


"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (B* John 1:14). The spirit did not become flesh. When Jesus (P*) was born, he did not have the Holy Spirit. The Bible says: “when Jesus (P*) also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form, as a dove" (B* Luke 3: 21-22).


If Jesus (P*) was 'Spirit made flesh' than one would expect him to be greater than one who was not 'Spirit made flesh', John the Baptist. Jesus (P*) said: "Among those born of women there has risen no one greater than John the Baptist" (B* Matthew 11:11).

Spirit made flesh means Incarnation. God never said that He would incarnate and Jesus (P*) never claimed that he was the incarnation of God. He repeatedly said that God had sent him. "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (B* Matthew 15:24). "and the word which you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me" (B* John 14:24). 

(5) Jesus (P*) performed miracles.


Performance of miracles is not a sign of divinity. All miracles performed by Jesus (P*) were also performed by others in the past.


Jesus (P*) said: "All power is given unto me"   (B* Matthew 28:18). "I can of mine own self do nothing" (John 5:30). "I with the finger of God cast out devils." (B* Luke 11:20).


The Bible says: "Jesus (P*) of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you" (B* Acts 2:22).


Before raising Lazarus, "Jesus (P*) lifted up his eyes, and said, 'Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me' " (B* John 11:41-42).


Jesus (P*) also said: “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” (B* Matthew 24:24).

Jesus’ (P*) inability.


"And he (Jesus - P*) did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief" (B* Matthew 13:58).


Jesus (P*) said: "to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father" (B* Matthew 20:23).


Jesus (P*) cried out loud for help from God: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach thani?" which means, 'My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" (B* Mark 15:34).

Jesus (P*) prayed.


"But he (Jesus - P*) withdrew to the wilderness and prayed" (B* Luke 5:16). A God does not pray to another God.

(6). Jesus (P*) raised the dead to life. 


Elijah, Elisha and Peter (P*) also raised the dead to life. 


"And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived" (B* 1 Kings 17:22). "Then he (Elisha) went up and lay upon the child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm" (B* 2 Kings 4:34). “In those days she (Tabitha) fell sick and died. ... Then turning to the body he (Peter) said, ‘Tabitha rise.’ And she opened her eyes” (B* Acts 9:37, 40).

(7) Jesus (P*) is the Only Begotten Son of God = God.


In the Bible God has many sons. David is His first begotten son: "Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee" (B* Psalms 2:7). In the original manuscript, the word ‘begotten’ is not found. In the recent editions of Bible, ‘only begotten son’ has been replaced by ‘only son’!

Son ship and divinity are mutually exclusive. To be a son means one who has received life and to be divine means one who received life from no one. To be a son is to be less than divine and to be divine is to be no one’s son. 

(8) "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God" (B* John 1:1).


In Greek Scripture the word used for first word, 'God' is Ho theos, which means "The God" and the second word used for God is Ton Theos, which means "a god" (so called god).


Further, neither God nor Jesus (P*) said that the "word was God." But it was attributed to John.


In the Gospels of John, Jesus (P*) is said to have made many fantastic claims about himself: "I am the bread of life" (B* John 6:35), "I am the light of the world" (B* John 8:12), "Before Abraham was, I am" (John 8:58), "I am the resurrection, and the life" (B* John 11:25), "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (B* John 14:6). The other three Gospels do not mention any of these claims. 


The Christian scholar James Dunn writes in his book 'The evidence for Jesus- (P*): "If they were part of original words of Jesus- (P*) himself, how could it be that only John picked them up and none of the others?" Moreover, the true identity of John is not known. Most knowledgeable Bible specialists agree that the disciple John did not write this Gospel (Ref. 5:p-69), and the Bible has been repeatedly altered (Ref. 6:p1739).


God speaks directly and he is not the author of confusion (B* 1 Corinthians 14:33). He said: "I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God" (Isaiah 44:6). If Jesus (P*) would be God he would say clearly “I am God your Lord, worship me.” Instead, he said: "Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord" (B* Mark 12:29).


The problem for the Christians to explain, and for non-Christians to understand: 


If Jesus (P*) is God, then Mary is the mother of God. According to Trinity, God the Father, Jesus (P*) the son, and Holy Ghost, are one and indivisible. Therefore, Mary must be the mother of all of the three, because your mother cannot be the mother of only one part of you and not of the other parts. That presents another problem. How can Mary be the mother to both the Father as well as the Son?

The truth is given in the Bible.


"For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (B* 1 Timothy 2:5).


"The woman (from Samaria) said to him (Jesus-P*), 'I know that Messiah is coming; when he comes, he will show us all things. 'Jesus (P*) said to her, 'I, who speak to you, am he'" (B* John 4: 25-26).


Above everything, God Himself said in the Bible: “God is not man” or “son of man” (B* Numbers 23:19). Jesus (P) repeatedly said that he was ‘son of man’. Therefore, he cannot be God. 


God said that even if your brother, son, daughter, wife or friend entice you to take anyone as God other than the God which was known to the people at the time of Moses (P) and before, “you shall not yield to him, ... but you shall kill him” (B* Deuteronomy 13:6-9). 

For more details, read the article “Jesus (P*), the God” in this website.
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