ST. Paul, the Prophet


Saint Paul was born in a Jewish family in Tarsus, which is now in Turkey. His original name was Saul. He was a zealous Jewish Pharisee. In his early years, he severely persecuted and tortured the followers of Jesus (P*). He was present at the stoning of the first Christian martyr St. Stephen (B* Acts 7:58-60). 


ST. Paul claimed that after Jesus (P*) has left this earth, on his way to Damascus, he saw a vision of Jesus (P*) speaking to him in person (B* Acts 22:8). He later claimed Prophet hood, getting revelations from Jesus (P*) (B* Galatians 1:11-12, 16-18). 
:
The real founder of Christianity is Saint Paul. Out of the 27 books of New Testament, 14 books are attributed to him.


The teachings of Saint Paul directly contradicted those of Jesus (P*), his apostles and the Bible. When asked what a man must do to get eternal life, Jesus (P*) advised him to follow the commandments of the Old Testament (B* Mark 10:19). He further said, "Think not that I have come to abolish the law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (B* Matthew 5:17-19). The Bible also says: “The law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalms 19:7).

Once Apostle Saint Paul established some foothold among the followers of Jesus (P*), he declared abolition of laws. (1) "you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace" (B* Galatians 5:4). (2) "For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse;" (B* Galatians 3:10). (3) “Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience” (B* 1 Corinthians 10:25). (4). “For we hold that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law” (B* Romans 3:28). 

God made a covenant with Abraham: "This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your descendants after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. ...  So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant" (B* Genesis 17:10, 13). St. Paul prohibited this everlasting covenant: "Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing” (B* Galatians 5:2-3). Same St. Paul had Timothy circumcised when he found it to his advantage: (Acts 16:3).


Saint Paul took the shelter of law of the Old Testament to justify blood atonement for the expiation of original sin. He said: “Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (B* Hebrews 9:22). Jesus (P*) taught people to pray like this: “Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. ... Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (B* Matthew 6:9, 12). He did not say anything about shedding of sinless blood of begotten Son of God for forgiveness.

When Saint Paul wanted to silence the women, he also took the shelter of the law: “the women should keep silence in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be subordinate, as even the law says.” (B* 1 Corinthians 14:34-35).


Again, when Saint Paul was brought for trial he said, “I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the law or written in the Prophets” (B* Acts 24:14). “I am a Pharisee, a son of a Pharisee” (B* Acts 23:6). Seventeen years after his conversion to a follower of Jesus (P*), St. Paul remained a confessed Pharisee. He did not say ‘I was a Pharisee’. Jesus (P*) said: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! ... You make him (proselyte) twice as much a child of hell as yourselves” (B* Matthew 23:15). 


Although Saint Paul claimed to be a Prophet, his prophecy did not come to pass. He was so certain of the end of the world and return of Jesus (P) within his lifetime that he declared it in certain language. “I mean, brethren, the appointed time has grown very short; from now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, (B* 1 Corinthians 7:26-31). “For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord” (B* 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17). 
Saint Paul is dead and the Lord did not return while they were alive. The Bible says: "When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously, you need not be afraid of him" (B* Deuteronomy 18-22). This makes Saint Paul a false Prophet. 

Saint Paul admits being unreliable and did not always tell the truth. He said: “To the Jews I become as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law I become as one under the law- though not being myself under the law- that I might win those under the law. ... To the weak, I become weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (B* 1 Corinthians 9:20-23). Webster’s Dictionary says “one who feigns to be what he is not is a hypocrite.” 


St. Paul also admitted of lying: “But if through my falsehood God’s truthfulness abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner?” (B* Romans 3:7). The Bible says: “the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (B* Ezekiel 18:20). "…every man shall be put to death for his own sin” (B* Deuteronomy 24:16).


St. Paul said: “For every one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (B* Romans 10:13). Jesus (P*) said, “Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven” (B* Mark 7:21).


Seventeen years after his vision of Jesus (P*) when St. Paul went to meet the apostles in Jerusalem, they charged him: “you teach all Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or observe the customs. ... Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus, all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you but that you yourself live in observance of the law. ... Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself with them” (B* Acts 21:26). This shows that apostles of Jesus’ (P*) did not accept St. Paul as a Prophet or his teachings. They punished him for teaching against the law and circumcision. St. Paul accepted the punishment showing that he will live in observance of the law. However, later on he did not, as is expected of a hypocrite. 

St. Paul was able to change the apostles to give exemption from circumcision to the already converted Gentiles under the Noachide law, which governed Gentiles under Jewish administration. The apostles agreed to this as a temporary measure to heal the rift between the Gentiles and Jewish converts. Thus St. Paul ‘lead astray the very elect’. Apostle Peter followed St. Paul to Antioch to discuss application of laws to Gentiles. St. Paul observed some weakness on the part of Apostle Peter in the observance of law and said to him “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?”


St. Paul claimed to have revelations from Jesus (P*). According to the criteria of the Bible, he was a false prophet, and according to his own admission, he was a hypocrite and a liar. As Jesus (P*) warned, St. Paul wore the sheep’s clothing of a prophet but inwardly he was a ravenous wolf destroying the teaching of Jesus (P*) (B* Mark 7:15, Matthew 7:21-23). It is difficult to understand why Jesus (P*), after he left this earth, would choose a hypocrite and a liar to negate all that he taught and stood for, instead of revealing them to his own selected apostles. Again, why did he, being a God, teach or say wrong things in the first place? 


The Bible also says: "The prophets are prophesying lies in my name; I did not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless deviation, and the deceit of their own minds” (B* Jeremiah 14:14).


Suppose your father had divided his property among yourselves in a specific manner before he died. After his death, your neighbor comes and informs you that he had a vision of your father in his dream. Your father has now given all the property to him. Will you accept it and give your property to your neighbor?


Now it is for you, the readers, to reason, judge, and then decide whether to follow a false prophet only because the family and friends follow him or use common sense and seek for the truth.
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*
P- Peace of God be upon him / them.

Compiled by A. S. Alam, M.D.
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