
A Special Look at

Hindu Scriptures
The content of this brochure was taken from a publication ‘Concept of God in Hinduism’ by Dr. Zakir Naik of Islamic Research Foundation of Mombai.

There are many religions in the world. It is often not possible to know about a religion by looking at the followers of that religion. People usually do not study their religion good enough to follow them properly. They follow the advise of their religious leaders. They practice the rituals handed down to them by the earlier generations.

Many religious leaders, specially the priests, have vested interest of material gain. To maintain their privileged position they sometime do not want the people to know what is in the scriptures. In the recent past, the Christian Catholics were not allowed to read the Bible. It was the privilege of the priests only. Some time they introduce new rituals and practices, which substantially deviate from the earlier practices. Other times they add new things to the scriptures, which clearly violate the original doctrines and teachings.

Hindu religion is defined as the religion of the people living in Indus valley of India and beyond. It is a geographical definition and is a misnomer. Many people living in this area belong to other religions. Famous Hindu scholar Swami Vivekananda suggested the name of the Hindu religion to be ‘Vedantic religion’. 

The oldest and most respected Hindu Sacred Scriptures are the Vedas. They consist of four books, viz. (1). Rigveda, (2). Yajurveda, (3). Samveda, and (4). Atharvaveda. The other Hindu Sacred Scriptures are Upanishad (Vedanta), Brahmana, and Puranas. The Puranas include Ramayana, Mohabharata, and Bhagavad Gita.

The following few verses will give an idea about the concept of God in the Hindu Sacred Scriptures.

Unity of God:

"Ma cid anyad vi sansata sakhayo ma rishanyata": "O friends, do not worship anybody but Him, the Divine One. Praise Him alone" (Rigveda Bk. 8, Hymn 1, vs. 1).

“There is only one God, worship Him” (Rigveda, Bk. 6, Hymn 45 vs. 16).

"Ekam evadvitiyam": "He is one only, without a second" (Chandogya Upanishad Ch. 6, Section 2, verse 1).

Brahma Sutra, main creed of Vedanta, reads: "Ekam Brahm, dvitiya naste neh na naste kinchan": "There is only one God, not the second; not at all, not at all, not in the least bit."

"Na casya kascij janita na cadhipah": "Of Him there are neither parents nor lord" (Svetasvatara Upanishad Ch 6 Verse 9).

Physical nature of God: 

"Na tasya pratima asti”: "There is no image of Him" (Yajurveda Ch 32:Vs3).

"Shudhama poapvidham": "He is bodiless and pure" (Yajurveda Ch 40:Vs 8).

"Na samdrse tisthati rupam asya, na caksusa pasyati kas canainam": "There is no likeness of Him. His form is not to be seen; no one sees Him with the eye" [Svetasvatara Upanishad 4:19-20].

Worship of God: - 

“He is unborn and He should be worshipped” (Yajurveda, Chap. 32: vs. 4).

"O friends, do not worship anybody but Him, the Divine One. Praise Him alone" (Rigveda Bk. 8, Hymn 1, vs. 1).

"Andhatama pravishanti ye asambhuti mupaste …" "They enter darkness, those who worship the natural elements" (Air, Water, Fire, etc.). "They sink deeper in darkness, those who worship sambhuti." (created things like table, chair, idol, etc) (Yajurveda 40:9).

"Those whose intelligence has been stolen by material desires surrender unto demigods and follow the particular rules and regulations of worship according to their own natures" (Bhagavad Gita 7:20). 

Names of God:
"Rishis (Sages) call one God by many names" (Rigveda Bk. 1, Hymn 164, vs. 46).

Rigveda Bk. 1, Hymn 1 gives 33 names of God.

“Call Him Brahma” (the Creator), and “Call Him Vishnu” (the Sustainer) (Rigveda Bk. 2, Hymn 1, vs. 3). 

The image of Brahma having several heads with crowns on them or the images of Vishnu with four hands, having a Chakra (diskette) in one of right hands, and a conch in one of left hands, riding a bird called Garuda, and reclining on a couch of snake, are against the following teachings of Veda and Upanishad: 

"There is no image of Him" [Yajurveda 32:3].

"He is bodiless and pure" (Yajurveda 40:8).

"There is no likeness of Him. His form is not to be seen; no one sees Him with the eye" (Svetasvatara Upanishad 4:19-20). 
Hindu Sacred Scriptures taught monotheism. They told people to worship none but one true God and not to make any image of Him.

The earlier Sacred Scriptures were meant for the people of a particular region and for a limited period of time. None of the earlier Scriptures, claims the followings: (1) The last and final guidance, (2) A complete guidance for all humanity, (3) Guidance for all time to come.

The only Scripture that teaches strict monotheism and claims to be the last and final revelation from God, a complete code of life for all humanity, and a guidance for all time to come, is the Quran. (Read our publication ‘The Quran’).

Prophecy in the Hindu Scripture: 

The old Sacred Books prophesied the arrival of future spiritual teachers to guide the humanity to eternal life, meaning that the earlier guidance were incomplete and inadequate; and will be superseded by future guidance.

In Vabhisya Purana - Prati Sarg, Section 3, part 3, chapter 3, Verse 5-27 one finds: "Etasminnastare mlessa acharjeno samannita..." The approximate translation is: "Just at that time, a Malecha (belonging to a foreign country and speaking foreign language) spiritual teacher, will appear with his companions. His name will be Mohammad. Raja Bhoj, after giving this Moha Dev (Holy man of angelic disposition) from the desert country, a bath in Panchya gabba and Ganges water (i.e. purifying him), offered him the presents of his sincere devotion and addressing him with reverence said: ’O pride of mankind, O lord of the desert, I pay homage to you. You have collected a great force to kill the devil and you yourself have been protected from the Malecha opponents. O Ye the image of the Most Pious God, the biggest Lord, I am slave to thee, take me as one lying by thy feet”. Later it says: “his followers will be a man who will be circumscribed, who will not have a tail on his head, who will grow beard, who will create revolution, who will give call for prayer, will eat all lawful things but will not have flesh of swine. He will not be purified by holy shrubs but by warfare and because he will fight irreligious people, he will be called Muchalman” (Compiled by Maharishi Vyasa and translated by Dr. Vidyarthi).

It may be argued that these are later addition to the scripture. It is possible. The books then loose their credibility. The only authentic unaltered Revealed scripture on earth to day is the Quran. Read the brochure titled “Criteria of Revealed scriptures”.
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Translations of the Hindu Scriptures were taken as follows:

Rigveda: - by Swami Satya Prakash Sarasvati and Satyakam Vidyalankar

Yajurveda: - by Devi Chand and Ralph T. H. Giffith

Atharveda: - by William Dwight Whitney

Upanishad: - by S. Radhakrishnan

Vabhisya Purana: - by Dr. Vidyarthi.

Compiled by A. S. Alam, M.D.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue at: info@interfaithdialogue.net  You may write at Box 1688, Alvin, Texas 77512-1688, U.S.A. 
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