The Satanic Verses
 “The Satanic Verses” (TSV) is authored by Salman Rushdie. Thousands of books are written every year. Only a few create sensation. When we speak, the words and the language we use depend on our family background, upbringing, education, people we associate with and so on. The language of a college professor of literature and that of a member of street gang are very different; one is very refined and sophisticated, and the other is crude and vulgar. When a writer wants to speak, he speaks through the characters he creates in his book.

There are some sayings: (1) “Birds of the same feather flock together” (2) “Tell me the name of your friends and I will tell you who you are”, and (3) “A man is known by the companion he keeps”. 

One should be very careful before associating with or approving any group or individuals because he or she may be ascribing to something, which he or she really does not know. Further, if you support or help someone to tell lies or call someone names or harm some one, one day that person may do the same to you.

After the book was published, there were protest marches by the Muslims against the book. However, there were also meetings, marches, TV and radio programs, and discussions in favour of the book, especially by the Christians in the west and the Hindus in India.

The Muslims protested because: 1) Rushdie called Prophet Mohammad (P*) names, 2) that the Prophet was inspired by Satan, 3) that he was dishonest and did not keep his words. 4) Rushdie compared the characters of the prostitutes with that of the wives of the Prophet. 5) He also said that Angel Gabriel and Satan was the same person.

The Christian world in general was thrilled by the attempt of Rushdie to humilate Islam and Muslims. They conferred on him many prestigious literary awards. However, there were some in the western world who were shocked by this book. 

Ronald Dhal, an author and a member of the ‘Literary Guild of U.K., wrote in the Daily News of London on March 1, 1989, that Rushdie was a “Dangerous opportunist”. Later he told reporters “I think he is a twit”.

The Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Robert Runcie, in an official statement of the Church of England, said, “Only the utterly insensitive can fail to see that the publication of Salman Rushdie’s book has deeply offended Muslims both here and throughout the world. I understand their feelings and I firmly believe that offence to religious beliefs of the followers of Islam or any other faith is quite as wrong an offence as to the religious beliefs of Christians”.

The Chief Rabbi of Britain Lord Jakobovits said that this book “should not have been published.” In a letter to ‘The Times’ (4th March 1989) he wrote that he felt the need of “prohibiting the publication of anything likely to inflame, through obscene defamation”.
Let us now see what kind of language and words Salmon Rushdie uses in his book “The Satanic Verses” (TSV). 

There is a chapter in TSV about Prophet Mohammad (P*). 

Rushdie calls Prophet Mohammad (P*) “Mahound”. In page 401, he writes: “Mahound, a synonym for evil”. Billions of people revere Prophet Mohammad (P*). Should Rushdie call him Mahound, Ma-dog? 

If anyone on earth calls Prophet Jesus (P*) Jesi-hound or J-hound or J-dog should it be condoned? If it were Prophet Moses, it would be Mo-hound or Mo-dog, or if it were Buddha, it would be Bu-hound or Bu-dog. 

Michael H. Hart, a professor of astronomy and physics, a non-Muslim, ranked Prophet Mohammad (P*) at the top of the list of most influential persons ever born on earth, in his book “‘The 100’: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History”.

Thomas Carlyle, famous western author and thinker commented, “The lies, which well-meaning zeal has heaped round this man (Mohammad), are disgraceful to ourselves only.” - (Heroes and Hero-worship, Thomas Carlyle).

Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw said: “I have studied him, the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it much needed peace and happiness.” (The Genuine Islam, Singapore. Vol. 1, No. 81936, Ref. 12-p16)

French poet historian and biographer Alphonse de LaMartaine wrote in the book ‘Historie de la Turquie’: “If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the criteria of human genius, who could dare to compare any great men in modern history to Mohammad? ... On the basis of a book, every letter of which has become law, he created a spiritual nationality, which has blended together peoples of every tongue and of every race. ... Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, we may well ask: is there any man greater than he?” (Ref. 14 -p22).

Calling the spiritual leader of any religion ‘a dog’ would offend great number of people. We claim to be civilized people. Can we approve it? How many of you would approve anyone to call your prophet or any other prophet, a dog? 

In his book TSV Rushdie freely uses dirty words. ‘Bastard’ 46 times, ‘Bloody’ 35 times, four letter word ‘Fuck’ 10 times and Seven letters word ‘Fucking’ 53 times.
The British people are very sensitive to the criticism of their heroes and heroines with obscene words. But when Rushdie uses seven-letter obscene word (Fucking) in connection with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s policies four times in one paragraph (TSV-p270), the British people did not object to it! He also called her “Maggie the Bitch”! (TSV-P269). The British people show great reverence to their kings and queens. They are beyond personal criticism. However, in his book TSV, Rushdie takes the Queen Elizabeth of England to his bed “Making tender love to the Monarch” (p169).  He also calls the British people “Those Bustards” in the very first page of the book. 

The most shocking statement Rushdie made about his British benefactors is “The Sister Fucking British” (TSV-P80). Is this what the British people do with their sisters?  Rushdie did not only make obscene remarks about the British. He also made some for the Black and White races too.  He wrote: “Nigger eats white man’s shit” (TSV-P461), “White women–never mind fat, Jewish, non-deferential. White women-were for fucking and throwing over” (TSV-p261). What a remark! What a literature!

One Susan Sontag of Literary Guild in New York City used to read from this great literature of the west with unfailing regularity to the public, white and black, young and old. One Afro-American youth listener of Susan Sontag was so inspired with this message that he with five other youths started to prowl at night in Central Park of New York. Very soon, a 28-year-old white investment banker was the victim of gang rape. 
Rushdie did not even spare the Americans. How could he spare the superpower? He wrote “Mother Fucking Americans” (TSV-p80). In Islam, the first duty of every person is to God and His Messenger. After that comes the parent. Of the parent mother comes first. Prophet Mohammad once said, “Heaven lies under the feet of your mother”. The Mother who holds such a high position on earth, should any one make such a comment about the mothers of a nation?

Rushdie also has some present for his Hindu admirers: “Damn all Indians” (p137), “Here was a lecherous, drunken Rama and a flighty Sita: while Ravana, the demon-king, was depicted as an upright man Gibreel is playing as Ravana” (Rama is the 7th incarnation of God.), “These Shiv Sena bastards” (P537). (Soldiers of Shiva).
In Islam, freedom does not mean license to abuse others. You cannot call any one name. You cannot accuse a chaste woman of immorality without proof of four witnesses. If the accusation is found to be false, the accuser and all the witnesses get 80 lashes each.

With all these dirty, filthy and obscene statements, I wonder how the civilized people of west could bestow on Salman Rushdie so many prestigious literary awards. Could you read this book to your Mom or your grown up sister or daughter?

Since after the threat on his life, Mr. Rushdie lives in hiding under the protection of British Secret Service. He does not stay any one place too long. He wonders about and has no fixed abode. His second wife, Marianne Wiggins, an American, got tired of the life of hiding and fear and she left him. 

Mr. Rushdie has named his book “The Satanic Verses”. In the beginning of the book, he gives a quotation from the book “The History of the Devil” by Daniel Defoe. It reads: “Satan, being thus confined to a vagabond, wandering, unsettled condition, is without any certain abode; for though he has, in consequence of his angelic nature, a kind of empire in the liquid waste or air, yet this is certainly part of his punishment, that he is … without any fixed place, or space, allowed him to rest the sole of his foot upon.” What a befitting quotation! 

I believe that most of the people do not know the contents of the book, ‘Satanic Verses’. I also believe that after learning about the contents of this book, every civilized person with good taste will feel ashamed to offer a literary award to Salman Rushdie. 
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