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Friendship_of_Faith

Similarities between

Bible & Quran

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


There are thousands of religions on earth. Many of them have a book of guidance. Most of the religions believe that there is a God. He is the creator of the universe and is the ultimate supreme authority. He has sent guidance to man through special people known as Prophets. There had been many Prophets in the past and there are many books of guidance.


There cannot be more than one ultimate and supreme authority. If there is only one God and He has sent all these Prophets to guide the humanity, He must have given, basically, the same guidance to all the Prophets. A teacher of English grammar teaching at 4th, 8th, and 12th grades will not teach contradictory rules at different grades.


The world of today is full of religious conflicts. It is ironic to see that when the Prophets of God preached peace, love, and friendship; we, their supposed followers, are preaching hate and vengeance for political, economic, social and personal reasons.


If we go through the scriptures of revealed religions, we find that there are many things we have in common on which we can build a bridge of friendship between us. Some of the things that we have in common are discussed below. 

1. Monotheism: 


We believe in one true God. In the Jewish scripture God said: "I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God." (B* Isaiah 44:6). 


In the Gospel of Mark Jesus (P*) said: “The Lord our God is one Lord;" (B* Mark 12:29). 


The Quran says: "He is God, The One and Only;" (Q* 112:1). The Quran also says "And nearest among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say 'We are Christians': because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant." (Q* 5:85). 

2. The Prophets: 


The Jews believe in all the prophets mentioned in their scriptures Tanaka (Old Testament). Christians believe in all the prophets mentioned in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. Muslims believe and accept all the Prophets mentioned in the Old Testament, the New Testament and the Quran. From the very early age, a Muslim child is taught to show the highest reverence to each Prophet of God. A Muslim must add, ‘Peace and blessing of God be upon him’ after pronouncing the name of every Prophet of God. He must not make distinction between the Prophets. The Quran says: “You say: ‘We believe in God and the revelation given to us and to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes and that given to Moses and Jesus and that given to (all) Prophets from their Lord. We make no difference between one and another of them and we bow to God (in Islam)" (Q* 2:136). Muslims show the highest reverence to Moses (P*) and Jesus (P*). No Muslim ever made any caricature of them. Unfortunately, many of their followers have not been able to show respect to the Prophet of Islam.
3. Miraculous Birth Jesus (P*): 


Muslims accept Jesus (P*) as one of the mightiest Prophets of God. Besides Christianity, Islam is the only religion on earth, which accepts the miraculous birth of Jesus (P*) through its scripture, the Quran (Q* 19:20-22).

When the angel informed Mary that she is going to have a son, the Quran presents the miraculous conception of Jesus (P*) as: "She (Mary) said: 'O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man hath touched me?' He (angel) said: 'Even so: God createth what He willeth: when He hath decreed a plan, He but saith to it, 'Be,' and it is!" (Q* 3:47). This creative word ‘Be’ is also found in the Bible: “And God said, ‘let there be light’; and there was light’” (B* Genesis 1:3). 

The Bible version is: "And the angel answered and said unto her (Mary), the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee;" (B* Luke 1:35). 

4. Jesus is ‘Word’ of God:


The Quran says: “Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) an Apostle of God and His Word which He bestowed on Mary and a Spirit proceeding from Him” (Q* 4:171 & 3:45). 

The Bible says that Jesus is the ‘word’ of God: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,” (B* John 1:1).
5. Jesus is a prophet of God: 

Jesus (P*) is presented in the Gospels as a Prophet 14 times, 5 times by himself. Jesus (P*) said: "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house" (B* Matthew 13:57).


The Quran says: “And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: "O Children of Israel! I am the Apostle God (sent) to you, confirming the Law (which came) before me, and giving glad tidings of an Apostle to come after me" (Q* 61:6). 
6. Jesus is a son of man:


In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus (P*) referred to himself as ‘son of man’ 85 times, 79 times by himself. “And Jesus saith unto him, ‘The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has not where to lay his head.’” (B* Matthew 8:20


The Quran says that Jesus (P*) is the son of a human, Mary (Q* 61:6).
7. Jesus as a servant of God: 


In the Bible Jesus is presented as a servant of God: “for truly in this city there were gathered together against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou didst anoint” (B* Acts 4:27).


 “The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him” (B* Acts 3:13). 


Quran says that Jesus (P*) is servant of God (Q* 4:172).

8. Jesus is a Messiah: 


Christ means an anointed person, a Messiah (Christos in Greek). Jesus, David, Solomon, Aaron, Saul, Elijah, Elisha (P*), Cyrus the Persian king (a fire worshipper), and Jewish kings, all were anointed persons (Christs) in the Bible. 


The Bible says: "The woman (from Samaria) said to him (Jesus), ''I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things.' Jesus said to her, 'I who speak to you am he' " (B* John 4:25-26). 


The Quran says: “Behold! the angels said ‘O Mary! God gives you glad tidings of a Word from Him: his name will be Christ Jesus the son of Mary held in honor in this world and the hereafter and of (the company of) those nearest to God.” (Q* 3:45).
9. Jesus was raised to heaven physically:


The Quran says: “Nay, God raised him up unto Himself; and God is Exalted in Power, Wise.” (Q* 4:158). 


The Bible says: “While he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into heaven.” (B* Luke 24:51).
10. Honoring of Mother Mary:


The Christians have a special place for Mother Mary in their hearts. At one time in the past, they used to worship her. 


Quran also honors her. The highest honor of women on earth is given to Mary in the Quran: "Behold! the angels said: 'O Mary! God hath chosen thee and purified thee- chosen thee above the women of all nations.”’ (Q* 3:42). There is also a chapter in the Quran that has been named after Mary to honor her (chapter 19).


There are many practices which are common in the Bible and Quran.

11. Ritual Washing and Purification:

Prophets and people used to purify before prayers: "Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet; when they went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the alter, they washed; as the Lord commanded Moses" (B* Exodus 40:31-32). "Then Saint Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself with them and went into the temple," (B* Acts 21:26). 


Muslims wash and purify themselves before every prayer, five times a day. 

12. Removing shoes from feet while in holy place:


God ordered Moses (P*): "Moses, Moses, Do not come near; put off your shoes from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." (B* Exodus 3:4-5). 

"And the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, 'Put off your shoes from your feet; for the place where you stand is holy" (B* Joshua 5:15).


Muslims believe that mosques, churches, synagogues and places of prayer are sacred places of worship. Muslims take their shoes off when they pray or enter the mosques.

13. Bowing down to the ground and pray:


Prophets used to bow their heads to the ground and pray: "And he (Jesus) said to his disciples, 'Sit here, while I pray'. ... And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed,” (B* Matthew 26:36-39). 'Bowing down to the ground' is also found in B* Genesis 17:3, Numbers 16:22, 20:6, Joshua 5:14,7:6, Deuteronomy 9:25, Revelations 7:11 and 1 Kings 18:42. Muslims also bow their heads to the ground when they pray (Q* 2:45, 3:43 and 22:77).
14. Observe Fasting:

In the Bible, Prophets and people observed fasting (B* Acts 13:2-3; Joel 1:14; Jonah 3:5). Jesus (P*) fasted for forty days (B* Matthew 4:2). Muslims observe one month of fasting every year during the month of Ramadan, the ninth month of Islamic lunar calendar. The Quran says: “O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you that ye may (learn) self-restraint. (Q* 2:183). 

15. Everlasting Covenant of Circumcision:

God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham (P*) and his descendants: "Every male among you shall be circumcised. ... So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant." (B* Genesis 17:10, 13). Jesus (P*) was circumcised on the eighth day (B* Luke 2:21). It is also seen in John 7:22-23, Acts 7:8.. Muslims still keep this covenant.

16. Observance of Ashura/Passover:

Ashura is the 10th day of the month of Muharram of the Islamic lunar calendar. Sunni Muslims observe fasting on this day commemorating two events: (1) the day when God allowed Moses (P*) to cross the sea and (2) the day when Noah (P*) left the Ark after flood. Passover is the celebration by the Jews for the first event above and it lasts for seven days. Easter is celebrated by the Christians to commemorate the resurrection of Jesus. Easter corresponds soon after the Passover.

17. Certain Food forbidden:


(A) Pig meat forbidden: God ordered Moses and Aaron (P*) to forbid Pork. “And the swine... Of their flesh you shall not eat, and their carcasses you shall not touch; they are unclean to you." (B* Leviticus 11:7-8). Pork is also forbidden in the book of B* Deuteronomy (14:8) and Isaiah (65:4). Quran also forbids flesh of swine (Q* 2:173, 5:4, 6:145, 16:115).

(B). Meat of animal that dies of itself: Forbidden in B* Leviticus 17:15, Deuteronomy 14:21, and in Q* 2:173, 5:4, 6:145, and 16:115. 


(C). Food dedicated to idols, alters and to other than God is forbidden: In the Bible it is forbidden in Acts 15:29, and Revelation 2:14. Also forbidden in Quran- 2:173, 5:4, 6:145, and 16:115.


(D). Blood forbidden: Consumption of blood is forbidden in B* Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 17:14, Deuteronomy 12:16, Acts 15:29, and in Q* 2:173, 5:4, 6:145, and 16:115. 


(E). Alcohol forbidden: The Bible says: “Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler (B* proverbs 20:1). Bible also says: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with spirit” (B* Ephesians 5:18). 


The Quran says: “O ye who believe! intoxicants and gambling (dedication of) stones and (divination by) arrows are an abomination of Satan's handiwork: eschew such (abomination) that ye may prosper.”(Q* 5:93).   

18. Decoration of Trees Forbidden:


Bible says decoration of trees (as during Christmas) is a heathen custom and is forbidden in the Bible (B* Jeremiah 10:2-5). Muslims do not decorate trees as a religious event. 

19. Adultery forbidden: 


The Bible says: "You shall not commit adultery." (B* Exodus. 20:14).


Jesus (P*) said: “Ye have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say unto you, that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her already in his heart.” (B* Matthew 5:28).

If you have children outside marriage, they are illegitimate. God calls them ‘bastards’ in the Bible. He says: "No bastard shall enter into the assembly of the Lord; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the Lord" (B* Deuteronomy 23:2).

Quran says: “Nor come nigh to adultery: for it is a shameful (deed) and an evil, opening the road (to other evils).” (Q* 17: 32).

20. Kindness to parents: 


The Quran say: “We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents” (Q* 46:15).


The Quran also says: “Be kind to your parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. And out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility and say: “My Lord! Bestow on them thy mercy even as they cherished me in childhood.”(Q* 17:23–24)


The prophet Mohammad said” “Your Heaven lies under the feet of your mother” (Ahmad, Nisai).

The Bible says: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother.” (B* Ephesians 6:1-2).


The Bible says: “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.” (B* Colossians 3:20).

21. Caring for needy and neighbors: 

The Bible says: "Love your neighbor as you love yourself" (B* Leviticus 19:18). 


“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.” (B* Proverbs 19:17). 


The Quran says: “So woe to the worshippers, who are neglectful of their prayers, those who (want but) to be seen, but refuse (to supply even) neighborly needs” (Q* 107:4-7).

22. No inheritance of Sin:

The Bible says: "The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son” (B* Ezekiel 18:20). This means sin cannot be inherited.


In Islam all are born sinless. The Quran says: "Nor can a bearer of burdens bear another's burden." (Qur'an; 35:18). 

23. Individual Accountability:

The Bible says: “The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him." (B* Ezekiel 18:20). "And every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour." (B* 1 Corinthians 3:8). 

Muslims believe that every person will be accountable for his or her deeds. “And fear the day when you shall be brought back to God. Then shall every soul be paid what it earned, and none shall be dealt with unjustly. (Q* 2:281).


The Quran also says: “Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has faith verily to him will We give a new life, a life that is good and pure and We will bestow on such their reward according to the best of their actions” (Q* 16:97).

24. Charging ‘Interest on loan’ forbidden:


The Bible says: You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit" (B* Leviticus 25:37). 


“But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great” (B* Luke 6:35). 


The Quran says: “O ye who believe! devour not usury doubled and multiplied; but fear Allah; that ye may (really) prosper.” (Q* 3:130).
25. There is no forgiveness for making partners to God:


The Bible says: “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I am the Lord your God am a jealous God” (B* Exodus 20:3-5, & Deuteronomy 5:7-9). 

The Quran says: “God forgive not (the sin of) joining other gods with Him: but He forgive whom He please other sins than this: one who joins other gods with God hath strayed far away (from the right).” (Q* 4:116).

26. God is not a human being:


In the Bible God says: “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should repent.” (B* Numbers 23:19, cf. Genesis 6:6-7). Muslims believe that God is not a human being. He is not created and is eternal (Q* 112:2-4). Human beings are created and are finite.

27. No Alteration of Scripture: 


The Bible says not to add anything to or take away anything from the scripture (B* Revelation 22:18-19 and Deuteronomy 12:32).


The Muslims also believe that the scripture of God must not be altered (Q* 6:34, 10:64). Many scriptures have been repeatedly altered by man but not a single word has been altered in the Quran. God took upon himself the responsibility to guard the Quran (Q* 15:9). Sir William Muir, a critic of Islam, wrote two centuries ago in his book ‘Life of Mahomet’: "There is probably in the world no other book which has remained twelve centuries (now fourteen centuries) with so pure a text." 
28. God is The Only Savior:


God said in the Bible: "I am the Lord; and besides me there is no savior." (B* Isaiah 43:11, Hosea 13:4). God is the savior. He will save those who guard against evil. (Q* 19:72).
29. Dressing modestly:


Quran orders people to lower their gaze and dress modestly and not exposing themselves. It also orders women to wear veils (Q* 7:26, & 24:30-31). 


The Bible says: “Women should adorn themselves modestly and sensibly in seemly apparel” (B* 1 Timothy 2:9). 


The Bible also says: “but any woman who prays or prophesies with her head unveiled dishonors her head … For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her wear a veil.” (B* 1 Corinthians 11:6). 
30. Prophets greeted people with greetings of ‘Peace.’


Prophet Jesus (P*) greeted people with ‘Peace.’: “Peace be with you.” (Shalom aleichem) (B* John 20:19, 21, Luke 24:36). Muslims also greet people with “Salamo Alaikum” (Peace be upon you).


We are descendants of Adam and Eve and thereby brothers and sisters. God says in the Quran: “O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female and made you into nations and tribes that ye may know each other. Verily the most honored of you in the sight of God is (he who is) the most righteous of you.” (Q* 49:13). In the Quran God refers to Jews and Christians as “People of the Book”. This is an honor meaning that, in the past, God has given guidance to them through revealed scriptures. God also says in the Quran: “And nearest among them (non-Muslims) in love to the believers (Muslims) wilt thou find those who say: "We are Christians” (Q* 5:82). 

All Prophets taught the same religion: 
(1).To recognize The Creator, as one and submit to Him. 

(2). To obey His commandments. 

(3). To worship Him and Him alone, and 

(4). To lead a truthful, righteous and simple life of moral excellence.


There are more things in common between the Jews, the Christians and the Muslims than there are differences. We have discussed some of them. The same God has created every one of us. It is the duty of each one of us to promote friendship with one another. It is also our duty to propagate knowledge and dispel ignorance. We all should be willing to sit in open forums and discuss. Such meetings would educate the people, enrich and ennoble the society. Ignorance leads to misunderstanding and ‘suspicion of the unknown’. Let us all sit together and talk. It is better to talk than to fight. 

“Read in the name of thy Lord 

Who created man.” (Q* 96:1)
(

Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at info@interfaithdialogue.net 

Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations
As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.
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(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

