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Mohammad

The Messenger of God

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


God has created the heavens and the earth, and everything in them. Man has a special place in the animal kingdom. God has given man a special combination of qualities, which He has not given to other animals. For example: 

1. Ability to think, 

2. Ability to reason and judge, 

3. Freedom of choice and
4. Sense of shame.

However, man also has acquired some undesirable qualities like greed and lust. Our desire for possessions and pleasures deviate us from the right path, and we need guidance. The all loving and kind God has provided us with this guidance through special people, His Prophets. 


Prophets were special people chosen by God. God chose the best among us to represent Him on the earth. They got guidance from God and were endowed with special qualities and abilities. Their hearts and souls remained in tune with God. They could see, analyze, and understand problems and then provide solutions in a way, which no one else can. God protected them from everything evil because they represented Him on the earth and were role models for the people. They were truthful, righteous, and without sin. None committed any adultery or incest. They were the people of highest morality. The guidance from a Prophet assures guarantee of its truth. 


In Islam Prophets are divided in two groups, Rasool and Nabi. Rasools are messengers of God who are given new religious laws (Sharia). Nabis are Prophets who continue to follow the old laws given by God. All Rasools (messengers) are Nabis (Prophets) but all Nabis are not Rasools. Both Rasools and Nabis guide the mankind according to guidance from God.

All Prophets taught the same religion: to recognize God the Creator, to submit to His will and obey Him. They also informed us of the life after death. The Prophets differed only in their method of teaching and the extent of God-given worldly laws. This depended on the social development and the need of the people at that time. In the Quran, the believers say: “We make no distinction between any of His messengers” (Q*. 2:285).


In the beginning the human society was simple and needed simple guidance. As the society developed, more complex social, economic, political and spiritual problems also developed. More elaborate guidance was then needed. 


When we send our children to the school for the first time, the teacher teaches them A, B, C, 1, 2, and 3. When they have learned them and developed ability to receive higher learning, they are given further instructions. Similarly, the earlier human society was immature and did not have the ability to receive the elaborate and complex guidance from God. Therefore, the guidance was simple but incomplete. Further, the earlier guidance were not recorded properly and later mixed up with human guidance or lost altogether. Because of all these, new prophets had to be sent to guide the humanity.

Messengers of God are often called Prophets. Many people in the past had claimed to be Prophets. When we look into the scriptures, we notice certain basic characteristics of the true Prophets of God.

Characteristics of Prophet-hood: 


1. Morally and intellectually Prophets were the best of the people created by God. After receiving Prophet-hood and God’s message, they were infallible. 


2. Prophets received revelations from God or His angels in visions and dreams. (B* Numbers 12:6, Q* 53: 3-4).


3. They clearly declared, without any ambiguity, that the messages they were delivering, were from God and not from them (B* Exodus 4:28-30; John 14:24 and Q* 6:19). 


4. God in His revelation confirmed that they were His Prophets.


5. They made prophecies that came to pass (Q* 30:3). 

The Bible says: “When a Prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word which the LORD has not spoken; the Prophet has spoken it presumptuously, you need not be afraid of him.” (B* Deuteronomy 18:22).


6. Prophets confirmed the past revelations and informed what may come in future. (‘The last sermon of Prophet Mohammad’, B* Mark 10:19 and John 16:12-14).


7. God gave them special powers to perform miracles in the fields in which the society excelled at that time. Only their powers were superior. (Ref. Bukhari- #3637, #3576).


8. Prophets were warners to humanity about the consequences of disobeying God’s commandments. They also gave glad tidings of God’s kindness, mercy and forgiveness.


9. Prophets had absolute trust in God even during the most trying periods of their life, and God sustained them.


10. Works of true Prophets endured.

Mohammad (P*) meets all the above criteria. He also performed many miracles. Muslims do not pay special emphasis on the performance of miracles. Ability to perform miracles is not an absolute criterion for Prophet-hood. Two examples of his miracles are given below:

· On one occasion, some pagan Arabs asked Mohammad (P*) to show them a miracle as a sign. He made the moon split into two (Ref. 17, #3637).

· In another occasion Mohammad (P*) was traveling with 1500 companions. They ran out of water, with only a pitcher left. Mohammad (P*) put his hand in the pitcher and water gushed through his fingers. Everyone had enough water to drink and perform ablution (Ref. 17, #3576).


Today many non-Muslim scholars of the Holy Scriptures acknowledge him as a true Prophet of God.


The life of Mohammad (P*) is an open history. The life of no Prophet was so scrupulously examined and recorded as was done with Mohammad (P*). His followers had meticulously recorded every detail of his public utterances, personal life, and his practices through chains of narrators. The life, honesty, integrity and piety of the narrators are on record. They have been preserved to this day. The collection of his sayings and practices are called Hadith and Sunna. One can find reliable information on Islam from the Quran, the Hadith, and the Sunna.


Mohammad (P*) was born in 570 AD in the city of Mecca in Arabia at a time when there was not a single school or library in the whole nation. His father died before he was born. According to the Arab custom of those days, he was given to a Bedouin mother for nursing. He was returned to his mother at age five. Soon after, his mother died and he was left under the care of his grandfather. Within three years the grandfather also died. He then lived with his uncle, looking after his sheep, goats and camels. When he grew older, he worked in his uncle’s shop. He remained unlettered and never knew how to read and write. 


From the early childhood, people noticed a very remarkable trait in his character. He would not tell lies. This earned him the title “Al-Amin” (The Truthful and Trustworthy). Even in his later life, none of his worst enemies accused him of telling a lie. He was so truthful and trustworthy that even his enemies used to keep their precious possessions under his care for safekeeping.


At age forty while meditating in a cave called Hira, angel Gabriel appeared before him and gave the first divine revelation. When he came out of that cave after receiving the revelation, he was an entirely transformed human being. Up to this time, he was simply known as an honest, truthful and trustworthy trader. After receiving the revelation, he became a leader with towering personality, an eloquent orator, a great philosopher, an unmatched reformer, a great sociologist, a judge of highest eminence, a general who never retreated, a theologian, a unique teacher, and a role model of virtue and morality. He was totally obedient to God’s commands.


He was extremely kind and forgiving. He never took retaliation against any one for personal reasons. Zaynab, a Jewish woman, put poison in his food. When she was brought before the Prophet and she admitted her guilt, he forgave her (Ref. 15, p372). The people of Mecca made him, his family and followers to starve. Later they sought to kill him. A few years later when Mohammad (P*) conquered Mecca, he forgave them. He was most humble and modest. Even when he was virtually the king of Arabia in his later life, he lived in a mud house and slept on a palm-leaf mattress. He wore very coarse clothes and ate very simple food. He never sought for personal wealth and left no money or property to his heirs. The day he died there was no oil in the house to light a lamp and had to borrow oil from a neighbor. 

Many people are very critical of Prophet Mohammad (P*) and refuse to accept the message he delivered to mankind. For arguments sake, if a person dislikes the mailman would he not accept the mail the mailman brought for him?
“Mohammad must be called the Savior of Humanity”.
Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw

What the non-Muslims say about

Mohammad (P*)


It is expected that your friends will speak good of you and your enemies will speak ill of you, even though it may not be true. However, if your enemies speak extremely high of you, then it is an extraordinary credit to you. The amount of praise and honor that were bestowed on any Prophet by his non-followers cannot match even a fraction of what was showered upon Mohammad (P*) by prominent non-Muslims thinkers. The followings are a few examples.

· Michael H. Hart, a non-Muslim, has worked for NASA and is currently a professor of astronomy and physics at a college in Maryland, USA. He has ranked Mohammad (P*) at the top of the list of most influential persons ever born on earth in his book “‘The 100’: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History”. He wrote: “My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s most influential persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the religious and secular levels” (p33).
· Historian and writer Dr. Stanley Lane-Poole wrote about Mohammad (P*) in the book ‘The Speeches and Table Talk of the Prophet Mohammed’: “He who, standing alone, braved for years the hatred of his people, is the same who was never the first to withdraw his hand from another clasp; the beloved of children, who never passed a group of little ones without a smile from his wonderful eyes and a kind word for them, sounding all the kinder in that sweet-toned voice ... He was the messenger of the one God; and never to his life’s end did he forget who he was, of the message which was the marrow of his being. He brought his tiding to his people with a grand dignity sprung from the consciousness of his high office together with a most sweet humility whose root lay in the knowledge of his own weakness” (Ref. 10, p21). 

· Rev. Bosworth Smith wrote: “Head of the state as well as the Church, he was Caesar and Pope in one; but he was Pope without Pope’s pretensions, Caesar without the legions of Caesar: without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a palace, without a fixed revenue; if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by the right divine, it was Mohammed, for he had all the powers without its instruments and without its supports” (“Mohammad and Mohammadanism” by Rev. Bosworth Smith, p92).
· Thomas Carlyle, famous western author and thinker, was amazed as to “how one man single handedly, could weld warring tribes and wandering bedouins into a most powerful and civilized nation in less than two decades.” He further commented, “The lies, which well-meaning zeal has heaped round this man (Mohammad), are disgraceful to ourselves only” -(Heroes and Hero-worship, Thomas Carlyle).

· Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw said: “I have studied him, the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it much needed peace and happiness” (The Genuine Islam, Singapore. Vol. 1, No. 81936, Ref. 11, p16).

· English writer Major A. G. Leonard wrote in his book “Islam, Her Moral and Spiritual Value”: “A man not only great but one of the greatest - i.e. truest - men that humanity has ever produced. Great, i.e., not simply as a prophet but as a patriot and a statesman: a material as well as a spiritual builder who constructed a great nation, a great empire, and more even than all these, a still greater Faith” (Ref. 10, p22). 

· Mahatma Gandhi wrote: “I wanted to know the best of one who holds today undisputed sway over the hearts of millions of mankind. ... I became more than convinced that it was not the sword that won a place for Islam in those days in the schedule of life. It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self effacement of the prophet, the scrupulous regard for his pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and in his own mission. These and not the sword carried everything before them and surmounted every obstacle” (Ref. 11, p18).

· English author W. Montgomery Watt wrote: “His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the high moral character of the men who believed in him and looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate achievement- all argue his fundamental integrity. To suppose Muhammad an impostor raises more problems than it solves. Moreover, none of the great figures of history is so poorly appreciated in the west as Muhammad” (Mohammad at Mecca- W. Montgomery Watt, p52).
· James A. Michener wrote in Reader’s Digest “At Muhammad’s own death an attempt was made to deify him, but the man who was to become his administrative successor killed the hysteria with one of the noblest speeches in religious history: “If there are any among you who worshipped Muhammad, he is dead. But if it is God you worshipped, He lives for ever” (Reader’s Digest, American Edition, May 1955).”

· French poet historian and biographer Alphonse de LaMartaine wrote in the book ‘Historie de la Turquie’: “Never has a man undertaken a work so far beyond human power with so feeble means, for he had in the conception as well as in the execution of such a great design no other instrument than himself, and no other aid, except a handful of men living in a corner of the desert. ... If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the criteria of human genius, who could dare to compare any great men in modern history to Mohammad? ... On the basis of a book, every letter of which has become law, he created a spiritual nationality, which has blended together peoples of every tongue and of every race. ... Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, we may well ask: is there any man greater than he?” (Ref. 10, p22).


Mohammad (P*) never claimed credit for the superb guidance he gave for the salvation of humanity. He said, “I am a human being like yourselves. I have not brought anything to you of my own accord. It has been revealed to me by God. ... All the wonderful achievements, which stand in my credit in your eyes, all the laws I have given, all the principles I have spoken of, none of them is from me. I find myself totally incompetent for producing such things. I look to divine guidance in all matters. Whatever He wills, I do, whatever He directs I proclaim” (Ref. 26- p56). What a remarkable example of honesty, integrity, and humility! Through this extraordinary human being, God chose to reveal His final revelation for humanity, the Quran.

Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw said: “Mohammad must be called the Savior of Humanity”.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at info@interfaithdialogue.net 

Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations
As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

Mohammad, the messenger of God ____________________________ A-004-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

