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The Quran

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)

There is a limitation of knowledge and ability of every human being. No one has complete knowledge in all the subjects. We do not have any knowledge of the future and the hereafter. Therefore, human guidance for the future and the hereafter cannot be perfect. Only God has perfect knowledge and His guidance can only be perfect. The Most Merciful, kind and loving God has provided us with that guidance through His Prophets. Prophets were the only people who knew what messages they had received from God. For us to receive those guidance correctly, the guidance must have been recorded very accurately by the Prophets at the time of revelations and then transmitted to us unaltered.


Suppose a teacher is giving a course on a particular subject and we divide the students into three groups. The first group meticulously writes down every dictation given by the teacher and the teacher checks their accuracy after every dictation. The second group listens to the dictation very carefully but do not write them down. They start to write them down 30 to 50 years after taking the course. The third group also listens very carefully and, instead of writing them down during their lifetime, tell their children about the course they had taken years ago and the children, in turn, tell their children. After many generations some descendant starts to write down, word for word, what the teacher had taught their great-great-grandfather. Which of the accounts would be most accurate and authentic? One can say without hesitation that it will be the account of the first group.

The Holy Books of the revealed religions are the collections of the divine guidance to humanity. The earlier Holy Books were addressed only to a specific group of people of a specific period. Jesus (P*) said very clearly that he was sent only to the tribes of Israel (B* Matthew 15:24). He also advised his disciples: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (B* Matthew 10:5-6).


Many scriptures that we have today are not in the language of the Prophets. They are translations. The original spoken words of the Prophets are very important. Translated words may not carry the same meaning. 


There is no authentic recording by the earlier Prophets. They were often transmitted by word of mouth, sometimes for hundreds of years, before being recorded (Ref. 20, p4). In later years, people seeking privilege for social, political, economic and personal reasons mixed them up with false stories, legends, rituals, and man-made laws. Ecumenical translation of the Bible says: "... the evangelists ... have collected and recorded in writing the material given to them by the oral tradition" (Ref. 20, p56). Some scriptures were lost and then rewritten from stories circulating in the community. Consequently, many scriptures have monumental errors (Ref. 20, p120). A scripture must meet certain criteria before it can be accepted as a scripture revealed by God.

Criteria of revealed Scriptures:
Scriptures must be authentic. It means they must be reliable and valid.

1. God reveals His guidance to man through His messengers, called Prophets. Therefore, those who present the guidance to man must meet the criteria of true Prophets.

2. The Prophets must record the messages themselves and verify their accuracy. The recordings of other people, not verified by the Prophet, will have errors and will not be reliable. 

3. God reveals his message to the Prophet in the language of the Prophet and his people. It must be recorded in the same language. In every language, words carry special meaning. Some scriptures, claimed to be revealed by God, were originally written in a foreign language. That means they are really translations and not the original scripture. 

4. No one must alter the revelations after they had been recorded and verified by the Prophets.

5. Authentic old recordings in the language of the Prophet, in which they were revealed, must be available for future verification. The above five criteria will make the scripture reliable.

6. Prophet must claim that the book has been revealed to him by God and God must confirm it in the book. 

7. God has perfect knowledge of everything. Therefore, His revealed guidance must not have contradictions or discrepancies.

8. A revealed book from God must contain materials that can only come from Him and is outside the bounds of human knowledge and ability to produce them.

The last three criteria will make the scripture valid that God has revealed it.


The criteria of prophet-hood have been discussed in the article titled ‘Mohammad, the messenger of God’. Mohammad (P*) meets all the criteria of prophet hood.

Authenticity of Quran:


The Quran meets all the eight criteria of revealed scriptures mentioned above. 


(1). There is no authentic recording by earlier Prophets in the languages of the Prophets. They were often transmitted by word of mouth, sometimes for hundreds of years, before being recorded. In later years they were repeatedly altered by those seeking privilege for political, social, and personal reasons (Ref. 20, p4). Consequently, many Scriptures have monumental errors. However, there is one that is an exception, The Quran. It is the collection of all messages revealed by God to Mohammad (P*).


God has revealed the Quran to Prophet Mohammad (P*). He confirms this in the Quran: “(This is) the revelation of the book in which there is no doubt, - from the Lord of the world” (Q* 32:2). God also addresses Mohammad as prophet and many non-Muslims nowadays accept Mohammad (P*) as a prophet of God.


Recording: Prophet Mohammad (P*) was unlettered but he dictated all the revelations he received from God and then checked the accuracy of the recordings. The followers of prophet also recorded the number of each alphabet in each verse. This prevents any alteration of verses. Further, Quran always remained in the hands of the people, not in the hands of handful of priests. Therefore, it was not possible to alter the verses of the Quran.


The Quran was recorded in Arabic, the language of the prophet and the people. Some Holy books were recorded in a language other than that of the Prophet. They are actually translations.


Memorization: Muslims are required to recite some of the verses from the Quran during the prayer. Therefore, every Muslim memorizes a good number of verses from the Quran. Thousands of people also memorized the entire Quran during the life of the Prophet. The Quran is the only Scripture that is memorized in its entirety by millions of people even today. They are called Hafez. This also prevents any one to alter the Quran. God in the Quran assured that He would guard the Quran from corruption: “We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and we will assuredly guard it (from corruption)” (Q* 15: 9). God surely has guarded the Quran. None has altered it, not even one word. Two centuries ago Sir William Muir, a critic of Islam, wrote: "There is probably in the world no other book which has remained twelve centuries (now fourteen centuries) with so pure a text." Quran is the only authentic revealed scripture in the world that remains unaltered. Islam is the religion of this authentic unaltered scripture.


Collection: God says in the Quran: “It is for us to collect it and to promulgate it” (Q*. 75:17). Within two years of Mohammad's (P*) death, under order of Caliph Abu Bakr, Zaid bin Thabit, one of Prophet's principal scribes, meticulously collected all the written pieces left by Mohammad (P*) as well as those in possession of his companions who used to write down the verses for their personal use. Then with the help of all those who memorized the entire Quran from the Prophet, he verified each and every verse, in public, and wrote them down in the exact order in which they were recited by the Prophet. The completed copy was called “The Mashaf”. Othman, the third Caliph, made many copies from this original, denoting correct recitation. He then sent the authenticated copies to the different regions of the countries under Muslim administration (Ref. 17, Vol. 6, p477-479). Some of those original copies still exist, one in Tashkent, Uzbekistan and one in Topkapi museum, Istanbul, Turkey. Today’s Quran, word for word, is exact copy of the original and remains unaltered (Ref. 20, p130-131). 

Divinity of Quranic revelations: 


Quran contains materials that can only come from God. Those are outside the bounds of human knowledge and their ability to produce them. The following will testify to the divinity of Quranic revelations. 


(1). God has perfect knowledge of everything. His revealed guidance must not have contradictions or discrepancies, let alone innumerable gross errors. There is no error or discrepancy in the Quran. God says in the Quran: "Do they not consider the Quran (with care)? Had it been from other than God, they would surely have found therein much discrepancy..." (Q* 4:82). Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, writes: "Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, I could not find a single error in the Quran." (Ref. 20, p120). In the preface of the ‘Bible’ (Revised Standard Version by American Bible Society,1988), it reads: “Yet the King James Version has grave defects. … that these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision of the English translation.” This means that they are either not revealed by God or later-on altered by man.


(2). God challenges humanity to reproduce a book similar to Quran or even a part of it.


"This Quran is not such as can be produced by anyone other than God" (Q* 10:37). 


"Say, If the whole of mankind ... were to get together to produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like there of..." (Q* 17:88). No Scripture like the Quran has ever been produced.

"And if you are in doubt as to what We revealed from time to time to Our servant, then produce a "sura" (chapter) like there unto; ... But if you cannot - and of a surety you cannot - then fear the fire ... which is prepared for those who reject Faith" (Q*. 2:23 - 24). The Quran has 114 Suras. The smallest sura has only three verses containing only ten words. No "sura", not even the smallest one, has ever been matched.


(3) The Quran is not a book of science but there are many verses in the Quran referring to different branches of science. The scientific information that were referred to, were not known to any human being in those days. Each one of the verses of the Quran which referred to science is correct. A few examples are given below. 


Modern scientists believe that initially the universe was composed of condensed gas, mainly Hydrogen and Helium. It later formed into a mass. In it, there was an intense concentration of pure energy. Later there was a tremendous explosion in it (‘The Big Bang’), resulting in the innumerable celestial bodies. Even today, the celestial bodies continue to rush away from each other at high speed, expanding the universe. 


This is today’s accepted 'Big Bang Creation of Universe’. Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson confirmed the ‘Big Bang Creation of Universe’ in 1964 and won the Nobel Prize in 1978. 

In 1929, Edwin P. Hubble, an astronomer at Caltech, discovered that the universe is expanding. He died unexpectedly, in 1953 before winning the Nobel Prize. 

The Quran says: “Then turned He (God) to the heaven when it was smoke:” (Q* 41:11). Smoke is probably a better term for a layman than condensed gas.


God also says in the Quran: "Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens and the earth were joined together (as one unit of creation), before we clove them asunder?" (Q* 21:30). 

God further says in the Quran: “We have built the heaven with might, and it is We who make the vast (universe) extent (thereof).” (Q* 51:47).


(4). In ancient times, we believed that earth was the center of the universe and it was flat. In the 16th century Copernicus found out that the earth was neither flat nor was it the center of the universe, rather it was round and moved in an orbit. Galileo confirmed Copernicus’ view but the Church forced him to recant it in 1633 A. D. One thousand years earlier, The Quran revealed: "(God is) the One who created the night, the day, the sun, and the moon. Each one is traveling in an orbit with its motion." (Q* 21:33).


(5). Professor Frank Press is the co-author of the book ‘The Earth’, which is a reference book on geology. He was the President of National Academy of Sciences of USA and Science advisor to President Jimmy Carter of U.S.A. He says in the book ‘The Earth’ that mountain has deep underlying roots. Cailleux also confirms this in his book ‘Anatomy of the Earth’. 


God says in the Quran: “Have We not made the earth as wide expanse, and the mountains as pegs?” (Q* 78:6-7) 


Modern theory of Plate Tectonics holds that mountains work as stabilizers of the earth. It is like a small piece of metal that balances the wheel of a car. God says in the Quran: 


“And He has set up on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you,” (Q* 16:15) 


How on earth was it possible for an unlettered person to reveal these scientific mysteries thousand years ahead when no man on earth had any knowledge of them, unless it was inspired by God?


(6). Professor Keith L. Moore is the professor of anatomy and Embryology of University of Toronto, Canada. He is the author of the book of embryology titled “The Developing Human” which received the award for the ‘Best Book of the Year by a single author’. He is also the Associate Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. He was surprised to learn the details of the embryonic human development described in the Quran. In 1981, while giving a lecture at an international conference, after discussing the details of human embryonic development given in the Quran, he said that such detail description on human development within the mother’s womb, during the period of Mohammad (P*), could only come from God. He then embraced Islam. 


The Quran says: “Man We did create from quintessence (of clay); then We placed him as (a drop of) sperm in a place of rest, firmly fixed; Then We made the sperm into a clot of congealed blood (alaqat); then of that clot We made a (foetus) lump; then We made out of that lump bones and clothed the bones with flesh; then We developed out of it another creature. So blessed be God, the best to create.” (Q* 23:12-14):


(7) Jacque Cousteau of France, an oceanographer, found out that the composition of water of Mediterranean Sea and that of Atlantic Sea are different. He noticed that when the water of Mediterranean Sea enters into Atlantic Sea over the Gibraltar sill, they do not mix and remain separated for a long distance. He noticed the same thing when the river water enters into the seawater. The Quran says: “He has set free the two seas (bodies of flowing water), meeting together: between them is a barrier which they do not transgress.” (Q* 19-20). “It is He Who has let free the two bodies of flowing water: ones palatable and sweet, and the other salt and bitter; yet has He made a barrier between them, a partition that is forbidden to be passed.” (Q* 25:53)


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of the religion from France, wrote: 


“The above observation makes the hypothesis advanced by those who see Muhammad as the author of Quran untenable. How could a man, from being illiterate, become the most important author, in terms of literary merits, in the whole of Arabic literature? How could he then pronounce truths of a scientific nature that no other human being could possibly have developed at that time, and all this without making the slightest error in his pronouncement on the subject?” (Ref. 20, p125).

How on earth, was it possible for an unlettered person to reveal the scientific mysteries thousand years ahead when no man on earth had any knowledge of them, unless God revealed them to him?


There are hundreds of such verses in the Quran, which are related to science. Each one of them is correct. When all the verses mentioned above are taken together, there can be no doubt in a rational mind about the authenticity and divinity of the Quranic revelations. 


Every soul yearns for truth. It is the truth and authenticity of the Quranic revelation that convinces hundreds of thousands of non-Muslims all over the world to embrace Islam every year.

The Quran is not like any other book in the world. Pre-planned human-authored books have a classical preface, an introduction, a beginning and an end. Subject matters are arranged, grouped and discussed in a humanly logical and sequential order. None of these is found in the Quran. 


The Quran is a unique book; it is a Divine guidance for all humanity. In it, God addresses the humanity either directly or through Mohammad (P*). Quran makes it absolutely clear, without any shadow of doubt or ambiguity, that God Almighty is the Creator, the Master and the Sovereign, the human beings are the created, the servants. They must worship none but Him and conduct themselves according to His guidance. God has sent man on this earth as His Vicegerent for a fixed period of time. This life is a period of test. At the end of this life, all will be resurrected and there will be a ‘Day of Judgment’ by God. Man will either be rewarded by granting heaven or condemned to hell depending on how man has lived his life on this earth.


The Quran gives man clear criteria between right and wrong, good and bad, and holy and evil. It gives guidance to humanity in every sphere of life so that they may be successful in this life as well as in the hereafter. It also spells out clearly what will condemn them to hell.


The Divine revelations continued for twenty-three years. In the initial revelations, God commanded Mohammad (P*) to proclaim unity of God, life in the hereafter, individual accountability for their deeds in this life, a Day of Judgment followed by reward or punishment. The immediate addressee of the revelations were the local Arabs (the pagans, the atheists, the unlettered nomads, the Jews and the Christians) and through them the rest of the humanity. The verses were short and direct, in a language that is simple but touched the heart of the people. There are revelations, which were mostly explanations and answers to the numerous questions raised by the pagans, the Jews and the Christians. The parables given are from their day-to-day life and local history. Different people repeatedly asked similar questions at different times and they were answered. So, the same subject is found discussed in several places with slightly different perspective. 


As the number of Muslims increased, social, political, and economic problems appeared. The verses of that period reflect God’s guidance for the solutions of those problems. The Quran invites humanity to learn lessons from the environment, the nature, and from the events of history. It gives codes of conduct at the time of affluence or poverty, war or peace, and in victory or defeat. It does not lower God to the level of human being nor does it raise man to the level of God. The way the Quran presents the fundamental and eternal moral principals; there is no parallel in the human history. It lays down laws, gives glad tidings of God’s love, mercy and forgiveness. It also admonishes the unbelievers and warns them of the consequences of disobedience.


The order, in which the verses and chapters are arranged in the Quran, is according to the instruction of angel Gabriel. After every revelation, angel Gabriel would give instruction as to where to place those verses. The verses were then read and memorized in that order.


To fully understand the verses, and appreciate the depth of knowledge and lessons that these verses provide one need to know the background and the circumstances under which they were revealed. When one does this research, he or she, very soon, becomes convinced of the divine source of Quranic revelations. 

What the non-Muslims say about Quran


Edward Gibbon, famous English historian wrote: “There is no book in the world in which God has been made such a theme of discourse as in the Quran. It is impossible to conceive aught holier, nobler, purer, more sublime, more perfect, more supreme and more worthy of the Godhead than the God whom Mohammad worshipped. The ideal cannot be improved upon: one attribute taken from it would mar its perfection, and not one could be added to it would not be superfluous. Such is the lofty conception of Mohammad’s God as presented in the Quran. He has boldly and indelibly impressed the notion of the strictest monotheism upon the pages of history and towards this notion rational man cannot but drift surely if slowly.” (History of the Saracen-Edward Gibbon London, 1870).


Sir William Muir, a critic of Islam, wrote two centuries ago in his book ‘Life of Mahomet’: "There is probably in the world no other book which has remained twelve centuries (now fourteen centuries) with so pure a text.”

Dr. Steingass, prominent western thinker, wrote: “If it (The Quran) spoke so powerfully and convincingly to the hearts of the hearers as to weld hitherto centrifugal and antagonistic elements into one compact and well organized body, animated by ideas far beyond those which had until now ruled the Arabian mind, then its eloquence was perfect, simply because it created a civilized nation out of savage tribes, and shot a fresh woof into the old warp of history.” (Ref. 11, p25)

German playwright Johann Wolfgang von Goethe wrote: “However often we turn to it (The Quran) at first disgusting us each time afresh, it soon attracts, astounds, and at the end enforces our reverence ... Thus this book will go on exercising through all ages a most potent influence.” (Ref. 11, p24)


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, the Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, wrote: “Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, I could not find a single error in the Quran.” (Ref. 20 - P120).


Writer and thinker Arthur J. Arberry wrote in ‘The Koran Interpreted’: “I have been at pain to study the intricate and richly varied rhythms which - apart from the message itself - constitute the Koran’s undeniable claim to rank amongst the greatest literary masterpieces of mankind ... This very characteristic feature ‘that inimitable symphony’ as the believing Pickthall described his , ‘the very sound of which move men to tears and ecstasy’ has been almost totally ignored by previous translators; it is therefore not surprising that what they have wrought sounds dull and flat indeed in comparison with the splendidly decorated original.” (Ref. 11, p26). 

Alleged copying from the Bible:

There are many stories, which are common to the Bible and the Quran. Because of this, many Christians and Jews allege that Mohammad (P*) had copied them from their scriptures. The Muslims, the Christians and the Jews have the common ancestors, and therefore, the stories of the ancestors must be very similar. 


Mohammad (P*) did not know how to read and write. The Torah and the Bible were not even translated into Arabic by that time. Jews and Christians were his declared enemies. Christian publications as well as the Bible admit that there are innumerable mistakes in the Bible (KJV Bible- preface page1, and Jeremiah 8:8). How can one think that the Jews and Christians helped him to copy their scriptures for a period of 23 years to compile a scripture without any mistake? If they could do so why did they not correct the thousands of mistakes in their own scripture? Why did not Mohammad (P*) copy any of those mistakes or stories? 


There are many stories of incest and adultery committed by the Prophets in the Bible. It is incredible to find that Prophets of God, who were role-models for the followers, committing incest and adultery. No such story is found in the Quran. A copy should reflect some of those incredible stories. If one wants to find what copying means compare 2 King chapter 19 with Isaiah chapter 37 of the Bible. It is copied word for word, coma for coma and period for period.


The highest honour of women is given in the Quran to Mary, mother of Jesus (P*). "O Mary, God has chosen thee and purified the, chosen thee above the women of all nations." (Q* - 3:42). There is also a chapter in the Quran named after Mary to honor her (chapter 19). If Mohammad (P*) would have been the author of Quran, he would have given this honour to his own mother. He had no hand in the creation of Quran. He had to dictate what was revealed to him.


Quran accepts all the Prophets mentioned in the earlier scriptures of Torah and Gospels. Quran is the only revealed  that accepts the miraculous birth of Jesus (P*). No other  accepts this. In the Jewish scripture of Talmud, Jesus (P*) is described as "Jesus was a bastard born of adultery." (Yebamoth 49b, p.324). . May God forgive me for quoting this blasphemy from the Jewish Scripture.


 It should be abundantly clear now to a rational mind that the Quran is a divine revelation and not copied from the Bible as has been alleged by some non-Muslims.


The Quran has no versions or editions, only translations. The Quran is the only revealed scripture on earth, which was recoded by the Prophet himself and remains unaltered. The whole of humanity could not produce a book similar to the Quran, nor even a chapter, when God in the Quran challenged the humanity. There is no discrepancy in it. God revealed scientific mysteries thousands of years ahead through an unlettered Prophet to prove that this book is from Him. God gave us the ability to think, reason and judge, and then choose. Jesus (P*) said: “seek, and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you” (B* Luke 11:9).


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at info@interfaithdialogue.net 

Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations
As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

The Quran ________________________________________________ A-005-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

