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The Jihad

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


‘Jihad’ is an Arabic word derived from ‘Jahada’, which means to strive or to struggle. In Islamic context Jihad means an extra effort in the path of God. Because of frequent misinterpretation of the word ‘Jihad’ in the western media, a little clarification of the word is necessary. When one wants to lead a righteous and virtuous life, there is constant struggle against the evil desires within oneself. When one wants to raise a family in a less-than-desirable environment, he or she has to exert extra efforts constantly against the evil influence of the society. One often exerts extra efforts to please or obey God. All these are acts of Jihad.

If war is waged against a people God permits them to fight. God says in the Quran: “To those against whom war is made, permission is given (to fight), because they are wronged; and verily, God is Most Powerful for their aid.” (Q* 22:39)  

So if an Islamic state is attacked from outside, it is the duty of all Muslims to exert their utmost to repulse the attack.


If people are oppressed or persecuted and they ask for help, it is the duty of Muslims to help them and rescue them from tyranny and oppression. One must not oppress others nor allow oppression by others. God says in Quran: “And why should ye not fight in the cause of God and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)? Men, women, and children, whose cry is ‘Our Lord! Rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from Thee one who will protect; and raise for us from Thee one who will help.” (Q* 4:75). These are also acts of Jihad. 

Non-Muslims accuse that Jihad is to kill non-Muslims and give this example from Quran.:


“Fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them.” 


The verse is incomplete. It was in war situation. Muslims made non-aggression treaty with the Pagans. Soon after the treaty the Pagans broke it and started to kill Muslims. Quran gave the Pagans four months time to honor the treaty and if they don’t then the Muslims were ordered to fight back as follows: 

“But when the forbidden months are past then fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them and seize them beleaguer them and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war)” The next verse says: “If one amongst the pagans ask thee for asylum grant it to him so that he may hear the word of Allah and then escort him to where he can be secure” (Q* S. Tawbah 9:6).

Ethics during war and in peace: 

Islam forbids killing of any human being without due process of law or in self-defense. It forbids killing of women, children, and elderly people even in battlefields. The first Caliph of Islam, Abu Bakr, gave orders to the troops: “Be just, die rather than yield; be merciful, slay neither old men, nor children, nor women. Destroy neither fruit trees, grain, nor cattle. Keep your words even to your enemies” (Ref. 4, p53). None of the non-Muslims of today observe such lofty principles.

There is no room for killing innocent people for not being able to remedy the injustice that is being done to them. There is also no room for killing innocent people by bombing cities by warplanes and then saying ‘Ah, it is collateral damage’. All these are murders. People responsible for these must be made accountable for their actions and brought to justice. In Islam life is sacred. One is not even allowed to commit suicide and kill oneself. Suicide bombers may have their own reasons that compelled them to take the extreme measures to blow themselves up and kill others with them. But Islam does not condone killing of innocent people. The Quran says: “… Whosoever killeth a human being for other than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be as if be had killed all mankind, and whoso saveth the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind.” (Q* 5:32). 


The western governments champion themselves as ‘the defenders of the oppressed; promoters and defenders of democracy and human rights’. In practice, they are the ones who support, protect and promote the undemocratic, autocratic, oppressive and tyrannical governments and systems in Asia and Africa. In the name ‘War on terror’ they kill hundreds of thousands of innocent people. They even did not accept the democratically elected government in Algeria and Palestine and did not give democracy to Kuwait after liberation from occupation. These are the governments that established, promote and perpetuate the establishment of the undemocratic institution of the Security Council where permanent seat and veto power of a few is the norm. In reality, these governments are the true perpetual oppressors of humanity, the axis of evil. 


There is deliberate misinterpretation of the word Jihad in the western media. Those who misinterpret the word ‘Jihad’ are not ignorant people. They are hypocrites and tell lies. Because of the constant and deliberate misinterpretation in the western media, the word Jihad brings a panic reaction among the non-Muslims. It should be very clear to every one that an unjust effort or war cannot be called Jihad. War of Jihad can only be declared by the head of state of an Islamic government.

Often times it is said that Islam spread by the power of sword. This is not true and is a statement of the ignorant. God says in the Quran: “Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from error” (Q* 2:256). Quran bases its authority on truth. Human beings have a natural tendency to accept the truth, unless he or she makes worldly gains from falsehood.


In the early years of Islam, Muslims conquered many territories in response to their defense, to relieve oppression, to remove tyrants from power and to establish rule of justice. However, people were not forced to accept Islam. It is against the principle of Islam. People accepted Islam in great numbers because of the truth it holds and the complete code of life it presents for the salvation of humanity. No Muslim army ever went to Indonesia. Only a few traders visited that land. Within a short period, the whole nation embraced Islam. 


There is no Muslim army occupying any country in the western world today. Not a single TV or Radio station, or a national newspaper is owned or controlled by the Muslims in U.S.A. Billions-of-dollars-of-worth media constantly air negative programs and publish write-ups against Islam and Muslims. There are no organized Islamic missionary institutions in U.S.A. Still Islam is the most acceptable religion of the righteous people, not only in U.S.A. and Europe, but also in the whole world. The western media admits that Islam is the fastest growing religion in the west. Every soul yearns for truth. It is the truth and authenticity of the Quranic revelations that convinces hundreds of thousands of non-Muslims all over the world to embrace Islam every year. The new Muslims include priests, pastors, Bishops, doctors, engineers, professors, professionals and common people. It is the light of truth that guides these people to the path of salvation. 

· Historian De Lacy O’Leary wrote: “History make it clear however, that the legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping through the world and forcing Islam at the point of sword upon conquered races is one of the most fantastically absurd myths that historians have ever repeated.” (Islam at the Crossroads- p8, and Ref. 2, p43).

There is a brochure titled ‘Jihad Explained’ published by Dr. Amir Ali Ph.D. of The Institute of Islamic Information and Education. It is very informative. He quotes from a study on the spread of Islam by a Christian missionary named T. W. Arnold. It reads: 

· “... of any organized attempt to force the acceptance of Islam on the non-Muslim population, or of any systematic persecution intended to stamp out the Christian religion, we hear nothing. Had the caliphs chose to adopt either course of action, they might have swept away Christianity as easily as Ferdinand and Isabella drove Islam out of Spain, or Louis XIV made Protestantism penal in France, or the Jews kept out of England for 350 years. The Eastern Churches in Asia were entirely cut off from communion with the rest of Christendom throughout which no one would have been found to lift a finger on their behalf, as heretical communions. So that the very survival of these Churches to the present day is a strong proof of the generally tolerant attitude of the Mohammedan (sic) governments towards them.” (Ref. 3, p80)


A detail study of Islam will show that Islam is a complete and practical code of life. It provides practical cure for all the ills of the society. In Islam, all men are created equal. No one is superior to any other by virtue of race, color, social or economic status or claim of chosen people. The Quran says: “O ye who believe! The law of equality is prescribed to you...” (Q* 2:178), “Verily the most honored of you in the sight of God is (he who is) the most righteous of you.” (Q* 49:13).
“Let there be no compulsion in religion,
Truth stands clear from error.” (Quran 2:256)

 “Whosoever killeth a human being for other than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be as if he had killed all mankind, and whoso saveth the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind.” (Quran 5:32). 


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at:  info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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