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What the non-Muslims say 

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)

What the non-Muslims say about

Mohammad (P*)


It is expected that your friends will speak good of you and your enemies or competition will speak ill of you, even though it may not be true. However, if your enemies or competition speak extremely high of you, then it is an extraordinary credit to you. You can read all the scriptures and then make your determination about a religion. An easier and quicker way is to find out what the famous and prominent thinkers from among the non-followers of a religion have said “good” things about that religion. The amount of extraordinary good things that the non-Muslims thinkers have said about Prophet Mohammad (P*), Quran and Islam can in no way be compared to what the non-follower thinkers of any other religion in the world have said. The followings are a few examples. 
· Michael H. Hart, a non-Muslim, has worked for NASA and is currently a professor of astronomy and physics at a college in Maryland, USA. He has ranked Mohammad (P*) at the top of the list of most influential persons ever born on earth in his book “‘The 100’: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History”. He wrote: “My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s most influential persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the religious and secular levels” (P33).
· Historian and writer Dr. Stanley Lane-Poole wrote about Mohammad (P*) in the book ‘The Speeches and Table Talk of the Prophet Mohammed’: “He who, standing alone, braved for years the hatred of his people, is the same who was never the first to withdraw his hand from another clasp; the beloved of children, who never passed a group of little ones without a smile from his wonderful eyes and a kind word for them, sounding all the kinder in that sweet-toned voice ... He was the messenger of the one God; and never to his life’s end did he forget who he was, of the message which was the marrow of his being. He brought his tiding to his people with a grand dignity sprung from the consciousness of his high office together with a most sweet humility whose root lay in the knowledge of his own weakness” (Ref. 10 -p21). 

· Rev. Bosworth Smith wrote: “Head of the state as well as the Church, he was Caesar and Pope in one; but he was Pope without Pope’s pretensions, Caesar without the legions of Caesar: without a standing army, without a bodyguard, without a palace, without a fixed revenue; if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by the right divine, it was Mohammed, for he had all the powers without its instruments and without its supports” (Mohammad and Mohammadanism by Rev. Bosworth Smith p92).

· Thomas Carlyle, famous western author and thinker, was amazed as to “how one man single handedly, could weld warring tribes and wandering bedouins into a most powerful and civilized nation in less than two decades.” He further commented, “The lies, which well-meaning zeal has heaped round this man (Mohammad), are disgraceful to ourselves only” -(Heroes and Hero-worship by Thomas Carlyle).

· Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw said: “I have studied him, the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it much needed peace and happiness” (The Genuine Islam, Singapore. Vol. 1, No. 81936, Ref. 11-p16, & p44).

· English writer Major A. G. Leonard wrote in his book “Islam, Her Moral and Spiritual Value”: “A man not only great but one of the greatest - i.e. truest - men that humanity has ever produced. Great, i.e., not simply as a prophet but as a patriot and a statesman: a material as well as a spiritual builder who constructed a great nation, a great empire, and more even than all these, a still greater Faith” (Ref. 10 -p22). 

· Mahatma Gandhi wrote: “I wanted to know the best of one who holds today undisputed sway over the hearts of millions of mankind. ... I became more than convinced that it was not the sword that won a place for Islam in those days in the schedule of life. It was the rigid simplicity, the utter self effacement of the prophet, the scrupulous regard for his pledges, his intense devotion to his friends and followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and in his own mission. These and not the sword carried everything before them and surmounted every obstacle” (Ref. 11 -p18).

· English author W. Montgomery Watt, wrote: “His readiness to undergo persecutions for his beliefs, the high moral character of the men who believed in him and looked up to him as leader, and the greatness of his ultimate achievement- all argue his fundamental integrity. To suppose Muhammad an impostor raises more problems than it solves. Moreover, none of the great figures of history is so poorly appreciated in the west as Muhammad” (Mohammad at Mecca- W. Montgomery Watt, p52).

· James A. Michener wrote in Reader’s Digest “At Muhammad’s own death an attempt was made to deify him, but the man who was to become his administrative successor killed the hysteria with one of the noblest speeches in religious history: “If there are any among you who worshipped Muhammad, he is dead. But if it is God you worshipped, He lives for ever” (Reader’s Digest, American Edition, May 1955).”

· French poet historian and biographer Alphonse de LaMartaine wrote in the book ‘Historie de la Turquie’: “Never has a man undertaken a work so far beyond human power with so feeble means, for he had in the conception as well as in the execution of such a great design no other instrument than himself, and no other aid, except a handful of men living in a corner of the desert. ... If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and astounding results are the criteria of human genius, who could dare to compare any great men in modern history to Mohammad? ... On the basis of a book, every letter of which has become law, he created a spiritual nationality, which has blended together peoples of every tongue and of every race. ... Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior, conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards all standards by which human greatness may be measured, we may well ask: is there any man greater than he?” (Ref. 10 -p22).


Mohammad (P*) never claimed credit for the superb guidance he gave for the salvation of humanity. He said, “I am a human being like yourselves. I have not brought anything to you of my own accord. It has been revealed to me by God. ... All the wonderful achievements, which stand in my credit in your eyes, all the laws I have given, all the principles I have spoken of, none of them is from me. I find myself totally incompetent for producing such things. I look to divine guidance in all matters. Whatever He wills, I do, whatever He directs I proclaim” (Ref. 26 -p56). What a remarkable example of honesty, integrity, and humility! Through this extraordinary human being, God chose to reveal His final revelation for humanity, the Quran.

Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw said:

“Mohammad must be called the Savior of Humanity”.

What the non-Muslims say about

Quran


English historian Edward Gibbon wrote: “There is no book in the world in which God has been made such a theme of discourse as in the Quran. It is impossible to conceive aught holier, nobler, purer, more sublime, more perfect, more supreme and more worthy of the Godhead than the God whom Mohammad worshipped. The ideal cannot be improved upon: one attribute taken from it would mar its perfection, and not one could be added to it that would not be superfluous. Such is the lofty conception of Mohammad’s God as presented in the Quran. He has boldly and indelibly impressed the notion of the strictest monotheism upon the pages of history and towards this notion rational man cannot but drift surely if slowly.” (History of the Saracen-Edward Gibbon London, 1870).


Sir William Muir, a critic of Islam, wrote two centuries ago in his book ‘Life of Mahomet’: "There is probably in the world no other book which has remained twelve centuries (now fourteen centuries) with so pure a text.”

Dr. Steingass, prominent western thinker, wrote: “If it (The Quran) spoke so powerfully and convincingly to the hearts of the hearers as to weld hitherto centrifugal and antagonistic elements into one compact and well organized body, animated by ideas far beyond those which had until now ruled the Arabian mind, then its eloquence was perfect, simply because it created a civilized nation out of savage tribes, and shot a fresh woof into the old warp of history.” (Ref. 11 –p25).


German playwright Johann Wolfgang von Goethe wrote: “However often we turn to it (The Quran) at first disgusting us each time afresh, it soon attracts, astounds, and at the end enforces our reverence ... Thus this book will go on exercising through all ages a most potent influence.” (Ref. 11 -p24).


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, the Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, wrote: “Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, I could not find a single error in the Quran.” (Ref. 20 - P120). 


Writer and thinker Arthur J. Arberry wrote in ‘The Koran Interpreted’: “I have been at pain to study the intricate and richly varied rhythms which - apart from the message itself - constitute the Koran’s undeniable claim to rank amongst the greatest literary masterpieces of mankind ... This very characteristic feature ‘that inimitable symphony’ as the believing Pickthall described his Holy Book, ‘the very sound of which move men to tears and ecstasy’ has been almost totally ignored by previous translators; it is therefore not surprising that what they have wrought sounds dull and flat indeed in comparison with the splendidly decorated original.” (Ref. 11 -p26).

What The Non-Muslims Say

About Islam


There are innumerable comments about Islam made by non Muslims holding very high and respectable positions in the society. A few of the comments made in the recent past are given below.


A. J. Toynbee, Oxford University lecturer and economist, wrote, “The extinction of race consciousness as between Muslims is one of the outstanding achievements of Islam and in the contemporary world there is, as it happens, a crying need for the propagation of this Islamic virtue.” (Civilization on trial, 1948- p205, & Ref. 11 -p44). 


H. A. R. Gibb wrote: “It (Islam) possesses a magnificent tradition of inter-racial understanding and cooperation. No other society has such a record of success in uniting in an equality of status, of opportunity, and of endeavors so many and so various races of mankind. ... Islam has still the power to reconcile apparently irreconcilable elements of race and tradition. If ever the opposition of the great societies of East and West is to be replaced by cooperation, the mediation of Islam is an indispensable condition. In its hands lies very largely the solution of the problem with which Europe is faced in its relation with east.” (Whither Islam -1932- p379, & Ref. 11 -p43).


Sir Thomas W. Arnold wrote: “We have never heard about any attempt to compel non-Muslim parties to adopt Islam or about any organized persecution aiming at exterminating Christianity. If the Caliphs had chosen one of these plans, they would have wiped out Christianity as easily as what happened to Islam during the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain; by the same method which Louis XIV followed to make Protestantism a creed whose followers were to be sentenced to death; or with the same ease of keeping the Jews away from Britain for a period of 350 years.” (Call to Islam). 


Indian poet Sorojini Naidu wrote: “It was the first religion that preached and practiced democracy. ... I have been struck over and over again by this indivisible unity of Islam that makes man instinctively a brother. ... “ (The Ideals of Islam- P167-169, & Ref. 11 -p19). 


“Sense of justice is one of the most wonderful ideals of Islam, because as I read in the Quran I find those dynamic principles of life, not mystic but practical ethics for the daily conduct of life suited to the whole world.” (The Ideals of Islam-1918- P167, & Ref. 11 -p43). 


Nobel laureate George Bernard Shaw wrote: “It (Islam) is the only religion which appears to me to possess that assimilating capacity to the changing phase of existence which can make itself appeal to every age. I have studied him (Mohammad) – the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an anti-Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume the dictatorship of the modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it the much needed peace and happiness. I have prophesied about the faith of Muhammad that it would be acceptable to the Europe of tomorrow as it is beginning to be acceptable to the Europe of today.” (The Genuine Islam Vol. 1, No. 8. 1936, & Ref. 11-p44). 


He further said: “Europe shall declare the Islamic creed innocent of what men of Europe of the middle Ages accused it of in evil tales. The religion of Muhammad shall be the system on which the basis of the world peace and happiness shall be established. The solution of the world problems will depend on its philosophy. Many of my compatriots and other Europeans follow the principles of Islam. Therefore I can prophesy that the European Islamic era is undoubtedly very near.” 

A. M. L. Stoddard wrote: “The rise of Islam is perhaps the most amazing event in human history. Springing from a land and a people like previously negligible, Islam spread within a century over half the earth, shattering great empires, overthrowing long established religions, remoulding the souls of races, and building up a whole new world, world of Islam. ... The other great religions won their way slowly, by painful struggle and finally triumphed with the aid of powerful monarchs converted to the new faith. Christianity had its Constantine, Buddhism its Asoka, and Zoroastrianism its Cyrus, each lending to his chosen cult the mighty force of secular authority. Not so in Islam. Arising in a desert land sparsely inhabited by nomad race previously undistinguished in human annals, Islam sallied forth on its great adventure with the slenderest human backing and against the heaviest material odds. Yet Islam triumphed with seemingly miraculous ease, and a couple of generations saw the Fiery Crescent borne victorious from the Pyrenees to the Himalayas and from the desert of Central Asia to the deserts of Central Africa.” (Islam of All Prophets, p56, Ref. 11 p44). 


Professor Hurgronje wrote: “The league of nations founded by the prophet of Islam put the principle of international unity and human brotherhood on such universal foundations as to show the candle to the other nations. ... no nation of the world can show a parallel to what Islam has done towards the realization of the idea of the League of Nations.” (Ref. 11 -p20). 


W. Montgomery Watt wrote: “I am not a Muslim in the usual sense, though I hope I am a ‘Muslim’ as ‘one surrendered to God’, but I believe that embedded in the Quran and other expressions of the Islamic vision are vast stores of divine truth from which I and other occidentals have still much to learn; and Islam is certainly a strong contender for the supplying of the basic framework of the one religion of the future.” (Islam and Christianity today- ix, & Ref. 11 -p46). 


H.G. Wells Wrote: “The Islamic teachings have left great traditions for equitable and gentle dealings and behavior, and inspire people with nobility and tolerance. These are human teachings of the highest order and at the same time practicable. These teachings brought into existence a society in which hard-heartedness and collective oppression and injustice were the least as compared with all other societies preceding it. Islam is replete with gentleness, courtesy, and fraternity.” 

Huston Smith, Watson Professor of Religion and Professor of Philosophy wrote: “Muslims point to the long centuries during which in India, Spain, and the Near East, Christians, Jews, and Hindus lived quietly and in freedom under Muslim rule. Even under the worst caliphs, Christians and Jews held positions of influence and in general retained their religious freedom. The Christians, not Muslims, we are reminded, expelled the Jews in the fifteenth century from Spain where they had lived in freedom while the Muslims were in power. To press this example: Spain and Anatolia changed hands at about the same time — Christians expelled the Moors from Spain while Muslims conquered what is now Turkey. Every Muslim was driven from Spain, put to the sword, or forced to convert, whereas the seat of the Eastern Orthodox Church remains in Istanbul to this day.” 

Dr William Baker wrote: “Although the Jews joined with the enemies of early Islam, neither they nor Judaism were targeted by Muhammad or Islam. It is a fact of history that when the Jews were being persecuted in Europe during the Middle Ages they found peace, harmony, and acceptance among the Muslim people of Spain. In fact, this was the era of Jewish history that they themselves refer to as ‘the Golden Age’.” 

Washington W. Irving observed, “As conquerors [Muslims], their heroism was equaled only by their moderation, and in both, for a time, they excelled the nations with whom they contended. Severed from their native homes, they loved the land given them as they supposed by Allah and strove to embellish it with everything that could administer to the happiness of man. Laying the foundations of their power in a system of wise and equitable laws, diligently cultivating the arts and sciences, and promoting agriculture, manufactures and commerce, they gradually formed an empire unrivaled for its prosperity by any of the empires of Christendom...The cities of Arabian Spain became the resort of Christian artisans, to instruct themselves in the useful art. The Universities of Toledo, Cordova, Seville, Granada, were sought by the pale student from lands to acquaint himself with the sciences of the Arabs and the treasure lore of antiquity.” 

Edward Montet: “Islam is a religion that is essentially rationalistic in the widest sense of this term considered etymologically and historically. The definition of rationalism as a system that bases religious beliefs on principles furnished by the reason applies to it exactly. … the Quran has invariably kept its place as the fundamental starting point, and the dogma of unity of God has always been proclaimed therein with a grandeur, a majesty, and invariable purity and with a note of sure conviction, which it is hard to find surpassed outside the pale of Islam.” (La Propagande Chretienne et ses Adversaries Musulmans, Paris 1890). 


Ahmed Holt wrote: “The sword of Islam is not the sword of steel. I know this by experience, because the sword of Islam struck deep into my own heart. It did not bring death, but it brought new life; it brought an awareness and it brought an awakening as to who am I, and what am I and for what I am here.” (Ref. 11 -p48). 


Historian De Lacy O’Leary, wrote: “History make it clear however, that the legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping through the world and forcing Islam at the point of sword upon conquered races is one of the most fantastically absurd myths that historians have ever repeated.” (Islam at the Crossroads- p8), (Ref. 11 -p43). 


Sir John Bagot Glubb wrote: “Khalif (Caliph) Al-Mamun’s period of rule (813 - 833 C.E.) may be considered the ‘golden age’ of science and learning. He had always been devoted to books and to learned pursuits. His brilliant mind was interested in every form of intellectual activity. Not only poetry but also philosophy, theology, astronomy, medicine and law all occupied his time.” 

“By Mamun’s time medical schools were extremely active in Baghdad. The first free public hospital was opened in Baghdad during the Caliphate of Haroon-ar-Rashid. As the system developed, physicians and surgeons were appointed who gave lectures to medical students and issued diplomas to those who were considered qualified to practice. The first hospital in Egypt was opened in 872 AD and thereafter public hospitals sprang up all over the empire from Spain and the Maghrib to Persia.” 


“It (Islam) possesses a magnificent tradition of inter-racial
understanding and cooperation.” (H. A. R. Gibb)


“It was the first religion that preached and practiced democracy.” 

(Poet Sorojini Naidu) 


“The Christians, not Muslims, we are reminded, 

expelled the Jews in the fifteenth century 

from Spain where they had lived in freedom 

while the Muslims were in power.” 

(Huston Smith, Author and Professor of Religion)


“History make it clear however, that the legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping through the world and forcing Islam at the point of sword upon conquered races is one of the most fantastically absurd myths that historians have ever repeated.”
(Historian De Lacy O’Leary)

Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at info@interfaithdialogue.net 

Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

What the non-Muslims say _____________________________ A-012-071110
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

