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The Bible

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


Scriptures are the guidance from God to mankind revealed through His Prophets. The Bible is one of the great revealed books on the earth. The Old Testament (Hebrew or Jewish Scripture) has 39 books, and The New Testament (Greek or Christian Bible) has 27 books, a total of 66 books. Catholic Bible has seven extra books known as apocrypha (of doubtful authenticity).


The Bible contains the messages from many great Prophets of the past. Unfortunately, the Prophets did not record the messages at the time of revelation. They were passed on by oral transmission for generations before being written down (Ref. 20, p4-7). The Bible says: "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” (B* 1 Thessalonians 5:21). Let us analyze. 

Authenticity of Bible: 



A scripture worthy of being acceptable to the people as a book revealed by God must be authentic, which means it must be reliable and valid. The salvation of human race depends on it. Jesus (P*) did not write or dictate the New Testament, nor was it written during his lifetime so that he could confirm or reject any of the statements or deeds attributed to him. The four Gospels were written some 35 to 85 years after Jesus (P*) had left this earth. After so many years, it would be not possible to remember, ‘word for word’ all the sayings of Jesus (P*) (as are quoted in the Bible). Ecumenical translation of the Bible says: "...the evangelists ...have collected and recorded in writing the material given to them by the oral tradition" (Ref. 20, p56). The writers of the Bible did not claim that whatever they were writing was revealed to them by God and God in the Bible did not confirm that He revealed those to them. About 50 professors of religion at the universities of U.S.A., who are Christian Bible scholars, have said: “no more than 20 percent of the sayings- and even fewer of the deeds- attributed to Jesus in the New Testament Gospels are authentic.” (U. S. News dated 8-4-97)

Authors of the Gospels: 


All knowledgeable Bible scholars agree that the true identities of the authors of the Gospels are not known (Ref. 20, p60, 63, 67, & 69). No one knows their last names. Saint Luke admits that he is not the author of the gospel attributed to him. As he was commenting on the recordings to Theophilus, Saint Luke said: "They delivered them to us" (Luke 1:2 - 3). For more detail, see the article on ‘The New Testament’.

Manuscripts: 


The original manuscripts of the Bible are not available. The earliest available recordings of New Testament, Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, are from 4th century. They also have been altered (Ref. 20, p78). The Greeks claim to have 5000 manuscripts, but no two are alike. When a new edition of the existing version, or a new version comes up, the meaning of many verses are changed under the guise of “better language”. 

The Gospels: 


Jesus (P*) did not write down or dictate the messages he had received from God. The life and teaching of Jesus (P*) written by others are called Gospels. After Jesus (P*) had departed, many gospels were written. Four of them were chosen and gradually canonized over a period of time through the Council of Nicea (325 AD), Council of Rome (382 AD) and the Third Council of Carthage (397 AD). They were not chosen by God. They were not written in Aramaic, the language of Jesus (P*). The only gospel written in Aramaic was not canonized. What we have today are Greek translations of what Jesus (P*) spoke in Aramaic. It is very important to know the exact words that the Prophet used. Words carry special meaning in every language. The expression of “he kicked the bucket” in American English has nothing to do with a kick or with a bucket. It simply means he died. In the Greek manuscript the word ‘Paracleetos’ is used to refer to (1) Jesus (P*) (B* 1 John 2:1) and (2) the person to come after Jesus (P*) to guide the humanity (B* John 14:15-16). In the English translation, the first ‘Paracleetos’ is translated as ‘Advocate’ and the second as ‘Holy Ghost’!


The Bible recognizes Barnabas to be "an apostle”, “a good man, full of Holy spirit and of faith" (B* Acts 14:14, & 11:24). He also wrote a gospel. Instead of including it in the New Testament, the book was forbidden. Toland, in his "Miscellaneous Works" (published posthumously in 1747), in Vol. I, page 380, mentions that the Gospel of Barnabas was still extant. In Chapter XV he refers to the Glasian Decree of 496 C.E. where "Evangelium Barnabe" is included in the list of forbidden books. One wonders why a Gospel written by an Apostle filled with Holy Spirit and faith was not included in the New Testament but forbidden! The Gospels of the Hebrews, and the Gospels of the Egyptians and Thomas's Gospel are a few of the many Gospels deliberately destroyed (Ref. 20, p77).

Inspired Book: 


Church says that Gospels are inspired books and refers to the verse 2 Timothy 3:16 (“All scripture is inspired by God”). But this verse refers to the scripture that Timothy studied as a child, i.e. Old Testament (B* 2 Timothy 3:15). The New Testament did not exist at that time .It was gathered after about 300 years.

· None of the authors of the four Gospels claimed to have been inspired by God to write down the accounts. God also did not confirm in the Gospels that He inspired them.

· Paul admits that many of his words were not inspired: “To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord (B* 1 Corinthians 7:10), “To the rest I say, not the Lord (B* 1 Corinthians 7:12), “I think …” (B* 1 Corinthians 7:26), “Now I, Paul, say to you …” (Galatians 5:2).

· Luke says that the Gospel named after him was not inspired. He says: “it seemed good to me also, ... to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus.” (B* Luke 1:3).

· The Council of Nicea (325 AD), Council of Rome (382 AD) and the Third Council of Carthage (397 AD) selected the books of the New Testament without any divine command.

Numerous Gross Mistakes and Contradictions: 


There are verses in the Bible, which, when you read them, you will feel that they are from God, the Creator of the universe. For example: 

· "I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God." (B* Isaiah 44:6).

· "I am the Lord; and besides me there is no savior." (B* Isaiah 43:11).

· “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should repent.” (B* Numbers 23:19).

· "The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him." (B* Ezekiel 18:20).

There are also verses, which, when you read, you will feel certain that they cannot be from God. It is said that the authors of the scripture were inspired by God to write, word for word, what the Prophets had said earlier. God has perfect knowledge of everything. Therefore, His revealed guidance must not have contradictions or discrepancies, not to speak of innumerable “grave and serious defects”. Christian publications admit that the Bible has thousands of mistakes and contradictions. In the preface of the ‘Bible’ (Revised Standard Version by American Bible Society,1988), it reads: “Yet the King James’ version has grave defects. … that these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision of the English translation.” A few examples are given. 

The Earth: 


The earth is geo-spherical and has no corners or edges. It has no support and it constantly moves. Yet Bible describes corners and edges of the earth (B* Isaiah 11:12, Rev. 7:1, and Job 38:13). The devil takes Jesus (P*) to a high mountain and shows him the entire world, which is impossible. Bible also says the earth is firmly fixed on pillars (B* Psalms 93:1, 96:10, 104:5, 1 Samuel 2:8, and Job 26:11).

Genealogy of Jesus (P*): 


Ancestors of Jesus (P*), from David (P*) to him, are given in Matthew 1:1-17 (27 generations), and in Luke 3:23-38 (42 generations). God does not say in the genealogy, inspired by Him, that Jesus (P*) is His Son. Why is the genealogy so long? It should be Jesus --> Son of God. It does not even trace the genealogy of Mary. Further, in Matthew, father of Joseph is given as Jacob, and in Luke, he is Heli. A man cannot have two fathers. (Read “Genealogy of Jesus”). 

Apostles of Jesus (P*): 


The names of the twelve apostles of Jesus (P*) are given in Matthew 10:2-4, and Luke 6:14-16. The two lists differ. It is difficult to accept that God, Matthew and Luke could not remember the names of twelve apostles chosen by Jesus (P*). However, they quote, word for word, what Jesus (P*) had said years earlier. Giving different names would create confusion, and the Bible says: “God is not the author of confusion” (B* 1 Corinthians 14:33). 

Sons of Michal:

When Michal, the daughter of Saul, died the Bible records that she left no children in one verse (B* 2 Samuel 6:23), and left five sons in another verse (B* 2 Samuel 21:8). In recent editions of the Bible, the name 'Michal' has been changed to Merab in 2 Samuel 21:8! (The Bible, American Bible Society, 1988, P284).

Baasha invades Judah 10 years after his death:


Baasha began his reign over Israel in the third year of reign of Asa, king of Judah and he died on the 26th year of reign of Asa (B* 1 King 15:33 and 16:8).


Baasha, king of Israel, invades Judah in the 36th year of the reign of Asa (B* 2 Chronicles 16:1). That means 10 years after his death! 

Son older than the father:


King died at the age of 40 and his youngest son becomes the king. The son was reported to be 42 years old when he ascended the throne! 


“He (Jehoram) died in great agony. He was thirty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. … And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah, his youngest son, king in his stead; … Ahaziah was forty-two years old when he began to reign” (B* 2 Chronicles 21:19 – 22:2).

Death of Judas: 


Matthew says: "And throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he (Judas) departed; and he went and hanged himself." (B* Matthew 27:5). 


Luke says: "Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out." (B* Acts 1:18). 

Sign of Jonah: 


Jesus (P*) is quoted to have said: “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale; so will the son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (B* Matthew 12:40).


Jesus’ (P*) body was taken to the tomb on Friday evening and he was raised on Sunday morning, making it only one day and two nights. Mark contradicts Matthew. He writes that Jesus (P*) left the place without making this statement (B* Mark 8:12).

Ascension:


Saint Luke is given the credit of being the author of both 'The Acts of apostles' and 'The gospel’ named after him. Ascension of Jesus (P*) is described to have taken place on Easter Day in the gospel (B* Luke 24:51), and forty days after resurrection in the Acts (B* Acts 1:3, 9).

Jesus’ (P*) testimony: 

“If I bear witness to myself, my testimony is not true.” (John 5:31).

“Even if I do bear witness to myself my testimony is true,” (John 8:14). 

Second coming of Jesus (P*):

Jesus (P*) is quoted to have said: “And then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory. … Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away before all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” (B* Mark 13:26, 30-31) The people of that generation are all dead now, but Jesus (P*) has not come back yet. If Jesus (P*) had made that statement it would make him a false prophet (B* Deuteronomy 18-22).
Who is John the Baptist?

Elias is John the Baptist (Matthew 11:13-14, 17:13).

Elias is not John the Baptist (John 1:21).

Who carries the Cross?

Jesus (P*) carries the Cross (John 19:17).

Simon carries the Cross (Matthew 27:32, Luke 23:26, Mark 15:21).

Numbering of Israel:

“Again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, ‘Go, number Israel and Judah’” (B* 2 Samuel 24:1).


“Satan stood up against Israel, and incited David to number Israel” (B* 1 Chronicle 21:1). This is a very serious discrepancy. In no religion, God and Satan are equal or interchangeable.

The early sons of God:


The Bible says: "When men began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and they took to wife such of them as they chose." (B* Genesis 6:1-2). 
God’s First Begotten Son is David (P*): 


God said to David (P*): "Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee." (B* Psalms 2:7). God also said to Jesus (P*): “Thou art my son, today I have begotten thee” (B* Hebrews 5:5).


St. John says: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son," (B* John 3:16). God says His first begotten son is David (P*). Therefore, Jesus (P*) cannot be the only begotten Son of God. Church may claim, if at all, Jesus (P*) to be the second begotten Son of God. But that would also not be correct (read the article on “Son of God”).

First-born sons of God: 


"Thus says the Lord, Israel (Jacob) is my first-born son," (B* Exodus 4:22). 


"Ephraim is my first-born." (B* Jeremiah 31:9). 

Jacob and Ephraim were not twins.

How many sons did Benjamin have?

· Three sons (1 Chronicles 7:6), 

· Five sons (1 Chronicles 8:1), 

· Ten sons (Genesis 46:21).

Human life span:

God limited human life span to 120 years (B* Genesis 6:3). But soon after, people live 127 to 950 years (B* Genesis 9:29 to Genesis 23:1). How can God not be able to keep His words?

Creation of the universe:


The Bible says that God created the universe in six days (B* Genesis 2:1). But our scientists claim that it took millions of years. If it is argued that “one day” means millions of years then there are other problems. God created light on the first day but He created the sun, the source of light, on the fourth day. Again He created the plants on the third day, earlier than the sun without which plants can not survive (B* Genesis 1:3-19).


The Bible says the earth is fixed in a place (B* Psalms 93:1, 10, 104:5), it sits upon pillars (B* 1 Samuel 2:8, Job 9:6) and the heaven has pillars (B* Job 26:11). The established scientific facts contradict these views. 

Embryology:


The Bible says humans are created by pouring like milk and curdled like cheese and knit together with bones (B* Job 10:9-11). It also says that humans are born out of mothers bowels (B* Psalms 71:6 and Isaiah 49:1). None of the above is true.

Moses (P*) writes the account his own death and burial:

The book of Deuteronomy is attributed to Moses (P*). Moses (P*) writes: “So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord, and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but no man knows the place of his burial to this day.” (B* Deuteronomy 34:5-6). Once you are dead, you are dead. You can no more write where you died and where you were buried or who attended your funeral, for that matter.
Additions, deletions and alterations: 


Many verses, which were not present in the ancient manuscripts, were added to the Bible in later years. Some of those added verses were taken out of the Bible in the 1952 edition of ‘The Bible’ (King James Version) only to put them back in the later editions. Some examples are given below:

· First eleven verses of chapter 8 of Gospel of John were taken out. This includes the famous verse “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her” (B* John 8:7). Chapter 8 starts with verse number twelve! 

· Verses, Mark 16:9 to 20, were taken out. 
· Both the Verses related to ascension of Jesus (P*) into heaven, were taken out (B* Luke 24:51, and Mark 16:19). 

· The basis of trinity taken out: The verse often quoted as the basis of trinity is 1 John 5:7:"For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the word, and the Holy Spirit: and these three are one." It was taken out and replaced by "And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth.” (B* 1 John 5:7).
· God gave his 'only Begotten son' changed to 'only son' (B* John 3:16) although there are innumerable sons of God in the Bible. 
· ‘Behold a virgin shall conceive’ changed to 'a young woman shall conceive’ (B* Isaiah 7:14). 

· In the 1950 edition of the Bible Jesus (P*) said: “Dost thou believe on the Son of God”? (B* John 9:35). In 1988 edition it has been changed to: “Do you believe in the son of man?” (B* John 9:35 1988 edition). 

This means that in Gospel of John the original phrase ‘son of man’ was translated as ‘son of God’. None of the innumerable clergies protested against this wrong translation. Jesus (P*) did not refer to himself as ‘son of God’ in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, even once (refer to the article ‘Son of God’).

God chooses wrong Prophets in the Bible:

Prophets were special people chosen by God. They represented God on earth. They were role models and gave guidance to the humanity. In the Bible we find: 

· Prophet Solomon (P*) worshipped false Gods (B* 1 Kings 11:9-10).
· Prophet David (P*) sent for Uriah's wife, Bathseba, and committed adultery with her (B* 2 Samuel 11:2-5).
· Prophet Judah, the father of Jewish race, committed incest with his daughter-in-law Tamar (B* Genesis 38:15-18).

· The two daughters of Prophet Lot committed incest with their father (B* Genesis 19:30-36).
· Absalom, David's (P*) son, committed incest with his father's concubines. "Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel" (B* 2 Samuel 16:22).
· Amnon, David's (P*) son, committed rape and incest with his half-sister, Tamar: "and being stronger than she (Tamar), he (Amnon) forced her, and lay with her" (B* 2 Samuel 13:14).
· According to the Bible, Prophet Noah got drunk himself and lay naked. One of his sons, Ham, found it and told to his brothers who covered him up. Because of this, when Noah woke up, he cursed his innocent grandson Canaan to slavery (B* Genesis 9:25). Canaan was not even there.


What moral lessons the followers are learning from these examples?

Bible on Slavery:


“… you may buy male and female slaves from among the nations that are round about you” (B* Leviticus 25:44) ... “You may bequeath them to your sons after you, to inherit as a possession for ever.” (B* Leviticus 25:46). 


“When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing.” (B* Exodus 21:2).

Bible on Alcohol:


The Bible says: “Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler (B* proverbs 20:1).

“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with spirit” (B* Ephesians 5:18).


"Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts. Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more." (B* Proverbs 31:6-7).

"Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and thine often infirmities." (B* 1 Timothy 5:23). 

If you fail in one point you are guilty of all of it:


“For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it” (B* James 2:10).

Punishment for gathering firewood on the Sabbath day:


A man was found to gather firewood on Sabbath day. “The Lord said to Moses ‘The man shall be put to death’ … And all congregation brought him outside the camp, and stoned him to death with stones” (B* Numbers 15:36).

Discrimination against women:

· If a male child is born mother remains unclean for 40 days, but if a female child is born mother will remain unclean for 80 days (B* Leviticus 12:1-5).

· The Bible says that the woman cannot be a teacher, or have authority over man. She is to keep silent (B* 1 Timothy 2:12). 

· If a woman does not cover her head, her head needs to be shaved (B* 1 Corinthians 11:6). 

· Woman is blamed for giving the fruit from the forbidden tree to Adam, whereby the human race lost the paradise. Her punishment for this is to deliver children in pain, and her husband is to rule over her (B* Genesis 3:16). 


There are innumerable contradictions and errors in the Bible. The Bible itself recognized the lack of its reliability by this verse: "How can you, say, 'We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us'? But behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie." (B* Jeremiah 8:8). God has perfect knowledge of everything. Therefore, His revealed scripture cannot have innumerable contradictions or discrepancies.

Curse of God:

There is a dire warning of curse of plague to those who add to or take away anything from the Bible (B* Revelation 22:18-19; B* Deuteronomy. 12:32). Besides other changes, either the Catholics have added seven books to the Bible or the Protestants have deleted them from it. Either way, the Bible condemns one half of Christians.


Jesus (P*) said: “He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much” (B* Luke 16:10).


Mrs. Ellen G. White, a “Prophetess” of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, in her Bible Commentary Vol. 1 writes, “Truly, the Bible is the infallible Word of God.” “Yes, it is adulterated, but pure.” “It is human, yet divine.” This comment probably does not make much sense to a person who can use common sense.

Test of a believer in the Bible: 

Confirmation / falsification Test 


Jesus (P*) said in the Bible: “And these signs will accompany those that believe; in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (B* Mark 16:17-18)


There are over a billion Christians in the world. Not a single person, including the Pope, the Cardinals, the Bishops, the Priests, the Pastors, and the Reverends, is willing to take this test and prove that they believe in Jesus (P*) and the Bible. 


It should be abundantly clear by now that the Bible has been altered. It has innumerable contradictions and discrepancies. The learned writers of the preface of the Bible (Revised Standard Version by American Bible Society,1988) write that it “has grave defects ... that these defects are so many and so serious.” Accepting altered Revealed scripture will be like drinking pure milk contaminated with poison.

One day, after this worldly life, everyone will return to God. If a person follows the wrong scripture and God asks that person: "Why did you follow the Book that was not recorded by the Prophets, altered repeatedly, and contained innumerable errors and contradictions? I warned that ‘the scribes had made it into a lie’”. What would that person reply? If God further says: "why did you not follow the Quran, which I confirmed to be My Scripture? It was accurately recorded by the Prophet, and transmitted without alteration (as promised by Me). No one could produce a book or even a chapter like this revealed book when I challenged the humanity. You could not find any error in it. I revealed scientific mysteries thousands of years ahead through an unlettered Prophet, to prove that it was from Me. Why did you not follow it? Did I not give you the ability to think, to reason and judge, and then choose?" What would that person say at that time? Should we not all prepare ourselves to answer these questions? Take a few moments and ponder over it.

God has perfect knowledge.

His revealed Book cannot have “Innumerable grave defects”.

God’s revealed book must not be altered.

No one knows more than God.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at: info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

The Bible _________________________________________ A-013-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

