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The New Testament

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


From the beginning of human creation, God sent messages and guidance to humanity through His messengers, the Prophets. The collections of these divine messages and guidance are known as the scriptures. They are the foundation of religions. 


The Bible, as we know today, has two parts, The Old and The New Testaments. The Old Testament is the Hebrew Bible (also called Tanaka) and has 39 books. They were originally written in Hebrew. The New Testament, originally written in Greek, has two main versions. The Protestant version has 27 books. Four of the books are known as gospels. Fourteen of the remaining 23 books are attributed to Apostle Saint Paul, four to Apostle John, two to Apostle Peter, one to each of James, Jude and Luke. The Catholic version has 34 books. The Protestants do not consider these extra 7 books to be authentic (Ref. 20 -p 101). The books and the letters in the New Testament were chosen and gradually canonized over a period of time through the Council of Nicea (325 AD), Council of Rome (382 AD) and the Third Council of Carthage (397 AD) without any divine command.
Authenticity:


Jesus (P*) did not write or dictate any part of the New Testament nor was it written during his lifetime so that he could approve or reject any of the statements or deed attributed to him. The four canonized Gospels were written between 35 to 80 years after Jesus (P*) had left this earth. After so many years, it is probably not possible to remember, word for word, what Jesus (P*) had said earlier. Over one hundred catholic and Protestant Bible scholars compiled the “Ecumenical Translation of the Bible”. They say: "the evangelists ... have collected and recorded in writing the material given to them by the oral tradition" (Ref. 20 -p56). The Bible itself recognized the lack of its authenticity by the following verse: "How can you, say, 'We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us?' But behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie" (B* Jeremiah 8:8).

Dr. Hugh J. Schonfield wrote in his book ‘Those Incredible Christians’: 

· “Thus in the Fourth Gospel, as in the letters to the Seven Churches, it is not the real Jesus speaking, John the Elder who is speaking in his name” (Ref. 14 -p38).

· “It should be clear to us by now that there are several bogus books in the New Testament, and others which are purposefully misleading. Our own moral judgment must not be applied to the literary productions of antiquity, where it was not considered at all improper to forge, interpolate and slant documents in a good cause. John would certainly have believed that his design was righteous and God-guided” (Ref. 14 -p39).

· “Within the covers of the Bible we can meet with forgeries, manipulations and deliberate inventions just as much as outside it. Scholarship is well aware of this; but when a Biblical work, especially in the New Testament, is evidently not by the person claiming to be the author, everything is done to avoid the word forgery. The same is true of sayings attributed to Jesus and know not to be genuine. We speak of such books as by someone of the Pauline or Petrine school of thought, of changed or invented sayings as ‘secondary’. If we did not employ evasions it would appear that the Holy Spirit was an accessory to fraud” (Ref. 14 -p52).
Manuscripts:


The original manuscripts of the Gospels are not available. The earliest available recordings, Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus, are from 4th century. They also have been altered (Ref. 20-p78).
Gospels:


Gospel (means good news) represents the life and teaching of Jesus (P*). Jesus (P*) did not give any Scripture to his followers to follow. After he had left this earth, many people wrote Gospels. Four of them were canonized. The only Gospel written in Aramaic, the language that Jesus (P*) spoke, was not included in the Bible. The Bible recognizes Barnabas to be "an apostle”, “a good man, full of Holy spirit and of faith" (B* Acts 14:14, & 11:24). He also wrote a gospel. Instead of including it in the New Testament, the book was forbidden. Toland, in his "Miscellaneous Works" (published posthumously in 1747), in Vol. I, page 380, mentions that the Gospel of Barnabas was still extant. In Chapter XV he refers to the Glasian Decree of 496 C.E. where "Evangelium Barnabe" is included in the list of forbidden books. The Gospels of the Hebrews, and the Gospels of the Egyptians and Thomas's Gospel are a few of the many Gospels deliberately destroyed (Ref. 20, p77). 
Authors of the New Testament: 


The canonical Gospels did not surface until after 140 A.D. (Ref. 20-p77). After subsequent analyses they were placed between 65 to 110 A.D. Knowledgeable Bible scholars agree that the true identities of the authors of the Gospels are not known (Ref. 20 - p60, 67, & 69). 

· Apostle Matthew cannot be the author of the Gospel named after him. Instead of writing, “Jesus saw me and asked me to follow him', it says: "he (Jesus) saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; and he said to him, 'Follow me’. And he rose and followed him” (B* Matthew 9:9). Further, Matthew (written in 75 AD) heavily copied from Mark (written in 65 AD) who was not an eyewitness. 

· Saint Luke admits that he is not the author of the Gospel named after him. He wrote about the materials: "Even as they delivered them unto us" (B* Luke 1:2-3). 

· Ecumenical Translation of the Bible concluded that Apostle John is not the author of the Gospel, named after him. Instead, several other authors wrote the Gospel of John (Ref. 20 -p 69).

Inspired Book:


It is said that the authors of the Bible wrote, word for word, what the Prophets had said years earlier, because God inspired them. None of the writers of the Gospels claimed to have been inspired by God. God also did not confirm in the book that He inspired them.


The Bible has numerous gross mistakes and contradictions. God has perfect knowledge. An inspired book should not have numerous gross mistakes and contradictions. A Christian publication (Ref. 1 - p1) admits that the Bible has thousands of errors and contradictions. The King James version of Bible, 1988 edition, admits this in its preface as: "Yet King James version has grave defects... that these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision of the English translation." A few examples are given below:
Genealogy of Jesus (P*): Ancestors of Jesus (P*) are given in B* Matthew 1:1-17, and in B* Luke 3:23-38. In Matthew father of Joseph is given as Jacob, and in Luke, he is Heli. A man cannot have two fathers. Further, instead of tracing the genealogy of Jesus (P*) or his mother Mary, it traces the genealogy of Joseph, the husband of Mary! He is not blood related to Jesus (P*). Read our publication “Genealogy of Jesus (P*).
Apostles:


The names of the twelve apostles, given in B* Matthew (10:2-4), and B* Luke (6:14-16), differ. This creates confusion, and Bible says: “God is not the author of confusion” (B* 1 Corinthians 14:33). It is disturbing to note that Matthew and Luke could not remember the correct names of twelve apostles, chosen by Jesus (P*). 

Sign of Jonah:

When the Pharisees asked Jesus (P*) to give them a sign from heaven, he was quoted to have said: “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign; but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale; so will the son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (B* Matthew 12:40). Jesus (P*) was taken to the tomb on Friday evening and on Sunday morning he spoke to Mary Magdalene, making it only one day and two nights. Mark writes that Jesus (P*) left the place without making this statement (Mark 8:12).

Ascension:


Matthew and John do not refer to Jesus’ (P*) ascension to heaven. It is unthinkable that such an auspicious event should not be mentioned in these Gospels. Mark mentions it in verse 16:19, which are not found in Codex Vaticanus. They were added later (Ref., 20-p 65). Both the ‘Gospel according to Luke’ and ‘Acts of Apostles’ are attributed to Saint Luke. He describes Ascension on Easter Day in the Gospel (B* Luke- 24:51), and forty days later in the Acts of the Apostles (B* Act 1:3, 9).

Earthquake:


Only Matthew mentions the disastrous earthquake that split the rocks, tore the curtain of the temple, opened the tombs and raised the bodies of the saints that marched into the holy city! (B* Matthew 27:51-53). It is an incredible event. How could Apostles John, Luke, and Mark, not mention such a colossal happening in the life of Jesus (P*) and in Jerusalem? None of them forgot to mention a small event like Jesus (P*) riding on a donkey on his way to Jerusalem.

Eucharist:


The basic ‘Institution of Eucharist’ is not described in the Gospel of John. It is unthinkable that John should not mention an episode so basic to Christianity.

Jesus’ (P*) Mission:


John describes Jesus (P*) mission as lasting over a period of two years whereas Matthew, Mark and Luke place the duration as over a period of one year (Ref. 20- p71). Jesus (P*) said: 

· (1) "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (B* Matthew 15:24). 

· (2) He also directed his disciples, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (B* Matthew 10:5-6). 

· (3) Jesus (P*) prayed to God: “I am praying for them (followers of Jesus); I am not praying for the world but for those whom thou hast given me, for they are thine” (B* John 17:9). 

However, after his resurrection he is reported to have said, 

· (1) “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (B* Matthew 28:19). 

· (2) “And he (Jesus-P*) said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation” (B* Mark 16:15). This verse is not found in the earliest manuscripts available. 

How is it possible that Jesus (P*) did not know his mission while on earth? 

Begotten sons of God:


Saint John said in the Bible: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son," (B* John 3:16). 


God also said to Jesus (P*): “Thou art my son, today I have begotten thee” (B* Hebrews 5:5).


However, God said that His first begotten son was David (P*): "Thou (David) art my Son; this day have I begotten thee" (B* Psalms 2:7). This makes Jesus (P*) the second begotten Son of God, if at all. 

Additions and Deletions in the Bible:

There is a dire warning of the curse of plague to those who add to or take anything away from the Bible (B* Revelation 22:18-19 and Deuteronomy 12:32). Besides other changes, either the Catholics have added 7 books (Apocrypha) to the Bible or the Protestants have deleted them from it. Either way, the Bible condemns one half. 


Many verses, not present in the ancient manuscripts, have been added to the Bible in later years. Some of those verses were taken out of the Bible in the 1952 edition of King James Bible only to put them back in the later editions. Examples of some of these alterations in the Bible are given below:

1.
The first eleven verses of chapter 8 of the Gospel of John were taken out. This includes the famous verse: "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her." Chapter 8 starts with verse number 12.

2. 
Verses Mark 16:9-20 were taken out. 

3. 
Both the Verses related to ascension of Jesus (P*) into heaven, were taken out (B* Luke 24:51, and Mark 16:19). 

4. 
The basis of trinity taken out: The verse often quoted as the basis of trinity is: "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the word, and the Holy Spirit: and these three are one." (B* 1 John 5:7) It was taken out and replaced by "And the Spirit is the witness, because the Spirit is the truth.” (B* 1 John 5:7)
5.
“Begotten” removed: "God gave his only Begotten son" changed to "God gave his only son" (B* John 3:16). 

6. 
"Behold a virgin shall conceive" changed to "a young woman shall conceive" (B* Isaiah 7:14). 

7. 
Jesus (P*) is said to have referred to himself as ‘son of God’ in John 9:35 in older Bible: “Dost thou believe on the Son of God”? (B* John 9:35 1950 edition). It has been changed into ‘son of man’ in newer edition: “Do you believe in the son of man?” (B* John 9:35 1988 edition). 

This means that in Gospel of John the original phrase ‘son of man’ was translated as ‘son of God’. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus (P*) did not refer to himself as ‘son of God’ even once (refer to the ‘Article’ ‘Son of God’).
Saint Paul contradicts Jesus (P*):


When asked what a man must do to get eternal life, Jesus (P*) advised him to follow the commandments of the Old Testament (B* Mark 10:19). 

· Jesus (P*) also said, "Think not that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven" (B* Matthew 5:17-19). 


Once Apostle Saint Paul established his foot-hold among the disciples, he declared abolition of those laws: 


Once Apostle Saint Paul established his foot-hold among the disciples, he declared abolition of those laws: 


1. "For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse" (B* Galatians 3:10). 

2. "you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace" (B* Galatians 5:4).

3. “Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of conscience” (B* 1 Corinthians 10:25). 

Saint Paul admits that evil resides in him and he does evil things. He also admits to be crafty and hypocrite. He wrote: 


1. “For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do” (B* Roman 7:18-19).


2. "But be that as it may, I did not burden you myself; nevertheless, crafty fellow that I am, I took you in by deceit." (B* 2 Corinthian 12:16, New American Standard Bible- 1995).

· 
3. “To the Jews I become as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law I become as one under the law- though not being myself under the law- that I might win those under the law. ... To the weak I become weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. I do it for the sake of the Gospel, that I may share in its blessings” (B* 1 Corinthians 9:20-23).

Webster’s Dictionary says “one who feigns to be what he is not is a hypocrite.” 


Saint Paul directly contradicted what Jesus (P*) had said and practiced. He also admitted doing evil. Even then, 14 out of 27 books of the New Testament are attributed to Saint Paul. It is of interest to note that one of Saint Paul's companions was Luke and Saint Paul was missing for a few years when Mark's Gospel was written. Further Saint Paul "was considered to be a traitor to Jesus (P*) thoughts by the latter's family and by the Apostles who had stayed in Jerusalem" (Ref. 20, p 52 & p 67).

God’s revealed book cannot have

'Grave errors’.

Jesus said: “Seek, and you shall find;

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

(Matthew 7:7)


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at: info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

The New Testament __________________________________ A-015-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

