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The Son of God

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


The ancient Greeks and Romans used to honor their powerfu1 Kings, high priests, and great philosophers by calling them as “son of God”. Alexander, Julius Caesar, Plato, and Pythagoras, all were considered to have divine parentage and were called ‘son of God’.


This expression of “son of God” was used in the metaphorical sense only, and not in literal sense. 


In the Bible, this expression is also seen frequently. The first created man, Adam, has been called as Son of God: "Adam, the son of God" (B* Luke 3:38). 


Prophets have been called as ‘son of God’: "Thus said the Lord: ‘I will be his (Solomon's) father, and he shall be my son’” (B* 2 Samuel 7:14). 


Angels were called Sons of God. “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them” (B* Job 1:6). Also found in B* Job 2:1 and 38:7. 


Common people have also been called sons and daughters of God: "God said... 'touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters' " (B* 2 Corinthians 6:18). 


Jesus (P*) said: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God” (B* Matthew 5:9).


"Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven" (B* Matthew 5:45). 

The Bible also says: “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God” (B* Romans 8:14).

Some Bible verses are a little confusing:

God Himself gives the honor of ‘First-born son of God’ to two different Prophets, who were not twins.

· "Thus says the Lord, Israel (Jacob) is my first-born son" (B* Exodus 4:22). 

·  “and Ephraim is my first-born" (B* Jeremiah 31:9). 


There are verses in the Bible, which give the impression that God truly has real sons:


"When men began to multiply on the face of the ground and daughters were born to them, the sons of God saw the daughters of men were fair; and they took to wife such of them as they chose. Then the Lord said, ‘My spirit shall not abide in man for ever... when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men that were of old, the men of renown” (B* Genesis 6:1-4).

God also begets sons in the Bible:


God said to David (P*): "Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee" (B* Psalms 2:7). This makes David (P*) the first begotten Son of God. 


God also said to Jesus (P*): “Thou art my son, today I have begotten thee” (B* Hebrews 5:5).


Saint John contradicts God by saying: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son" (B* John 3:16).


In Webster's New Universal Unabridged Dictionary the meaning of the word “beget” is given as: "to procreate, as a father or sire, as, to beget a son." In The Bible God confirms this meaning of the word “beget”. In the book of Genesis (17:20), Ishmael begot sons through physical union with his wife. In Genesis chapter 5 alone one reads the word 'begot' 25 times, each time meaning physical union between male and female. Therefore, one must be very careful before using the phrase “begotten son of God”.


It becomes a little difficult to understand when Bible calls so many people as son of God and God himself calls David (P*) is His begotten son, how can Saint John say that Jesus (P*) is “the only begotten son of God”. Is God not telling the truth or Saint John knows more than God? 

Son of a human being is a human being, that of a lion is a lion, and that of a bird is a bird. Therefore, the “son of God”, if not said in metaphorical sense, must be a God and should be worshipped. God in the Bible said: 

· "I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God" (B* Isaiah 44:6). 

· He also said: “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should repent.” (B* Numbers 23:19). 


It is confusing to see that when God made the above statements about Himself, did He not know that if He begets a son, besides Him there will be another God? Is He then an ignorant God or ‘the begotten sons of God’ are human inventions?

In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John Jesus (P*) is referred to as ‘son of man’ 85 times, 79 times by himself. Not a single time did Jesus (P*) refer to himself as ‘son of God’ in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.


In the recent editions of the Bible, “the only begotten Son” has been changed to 'only Son'. 


For two thousand years, Jesus (P*) occupied the position of 'the only begotten son of God'. Now he is being lowered to the position of 'only son', although there are many other sons of God in the Bible.


The Quran says: "It is not befitting to (the majesty of) God that He should beget a son. Glory be to Him! When He determines a matter, He only says to it, 'Be', and it is." (Q* 19:35)


Jesus (P*) called himself son of man and refused to be called as Son of God: "And demons also came out of many, crying, 'You are the Son of God!' But he rebuked them, and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ (Messiah)" (B* Luke 4:41).


“And the high priest said to him, ‘I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.’ Jesus said to him ‘You have said so. But I tell you, hereafter you will see the son of man seated at the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’“(B* Matthew 26:63-64).


In describing the genealogy of Jesus (P*), Luke begins with “Jesus... being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph” (B* Luke 3:23), and then traces the family tree of Joseph all the way to Adam ending with “Adam, the son of God” (B* Luke 3:38). Why tracing the family tree of Joseph? He is not blood related to Jesus (P*). The above quotation within parenthesis, ‘(as was supposed)’, is the comment of the writer or the editor, and not a part of the inspired verse. If Jesus (P*) would be the true Son of God, why did not Saint Luke simply say “Jesus, son of God” in the genealogy? He was writing the genealogy of Jesus (P*) and not ‘genealogy of Joseph’. He did not even trace the genealogy of Mary. If you employ an investigator to trace your genealogy and he traces the family tree of your neighbor and at the end says ‘and you are his neighbor’, will it be your genealogy? Further, everyone knows that Adam did not have a father or a mother. Even then, it is interesting to note that, God inspires Luke to say that Adam is the ‘son of God’, where as, Jesus (P*) as the ‘son of Joseph’!


Mary, mother of Jesus (P*), was a human being. If Jesus (P*) is the true begotten Son of God and not in metaphoric sense, then Jesus (P*) becomes the offspring of a human being and God. Webster’s dictionary says that ‘the offspring of a human being and a god or goddess, or a person regarded as partly divine is ‘Demigod’. God forbids worshipping any thing other than God (B* Deuteronomy 5:7-8).


If you do not have a wife, you do not have a son. If you have a son outside marriage, he is illegitimate. God calls him ‘bastard’ in the Bible. He says: "No bastard shall enter into the assembly of the Lord; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter the assembly of the Lord" (B* Deuteronomy 23:2). Therefore, the expression ‘son of God’ in the Bible must be metaphorical, like the expression ‘son of a gun’.
Presentation of Jesus (P*) in the Bible: 

Presented as a teacher: 

· "This man (Nicodemus) came to Jesus by night and said to him, 'Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God" (B* John 3:2, and Mark 10:17).

Presented as a Prophet: 


Jesus (P*) is presented in the four Gospels as a Prophet 14 times, 5 times by Jesus (P*) himself. A few examples are given below.

· Jesus (P*) said: "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house" (B* Matthew 13:57, Mark 6:4, Luke 4:24, and John 4:44).

· "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee" (B* Matthew 21:11)

· ”This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world” (B* John 6:14).

· ”This is really the prophet” (B* John 7:40).

· “And they said to him, concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people” (B* Luke 24:19). 

· “A great prophet has arisen among us” (B* Luke 7:16).

Presented as a servant of God: 


(1) “The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him” (B* Acts 3:13). 


(2) “for truly in this city there were gathered together against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou didst anoint” (B* Acts 4:27).
Presented as a Messiah: 


Christ means Messiah, an anointed person (Christos in Greek). Jesus, David, Solomon, Aaron, Saul, Elijah, Elisha (P*), Cyrus the Persian king (a fire worshipper), and Jewish kings, all were anointed persons (Christs) in the Bible. 


"The woman (from Samaria) said to him (Jesus), ''I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things.' Jesus said to her, 'I who speak to you am he' " (B* John 4:25-26). 

“Thus said the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped” (B* Isaiah 45:1). 


Also anointed were alters, laver & tabernacle (Exodus 40:10-11), and king Cyrus, a fire worshipper (B* Isaiah 45:1). Therefore, they all were Christs. 

Presented as Son of God

It was Saint Paul who preached Jesus (P*) to be the Son of God: 

· "And straightway he (Saint Paul) preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God" (B* Acts 9:20). 

Presented as Lord


Jesus (P*) was also described as 'Lord': "for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (B* Luke 2:11). Saint Paul said: “as indeed there are many gods and lords - yet for us there is one God, the Father... and one Lord, Jesus (P*) Christ,” (B* 1 Corinthians 8:5-6).

Presented as God

The supreme elevation of Jesus (P*) was to God. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God" (B* John 1:1). 


Although Jesus (P*) described himself as a Prophet, a Messiah, and son of man, and refused to be called as 'son of God' in any unique sense, many Christians today accept him as God. 


Sonship and divinity are mutually exclusive. To be a son means one who has received life, and to be divine means one who receives life from no one. To be a son is to be less than divine and to be divine is to be no one’s son. In the genealogy of Jesus (P*) in the Bible, God does not say that Jesus is His son.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at: info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

The Son of God ______________________________________ A-019-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

