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Original sin & Atonement

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


The church teaches that Adam and Eve, the first created human beings and the first parent of human race, disobeyed the commandment of God by eating the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge and sinned. God cursed both Adam and Eve as follows: 

· “To the woman he said, ‘I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you” (B* Genesis 3:16).

· “And to Adam he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife... cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life” (B* Genesis 3:17). 


This is ‘original sin’ and is inherited by all the descendants of Adam and Eve. Therefore, all men are born sinful. The Bible says: 

· "The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son” (B* Ezekiel 18:20). 


This means sin cannot be inherited. If sin cannot be inherited, how the “original sin” comes to us? We get our physical body from our parents who cannot transmit sin. Does this original sin then come to us through our soul? We get our soul from God. A just God cannot put sin in the soul of an innocent new born. 


The Old Testament says: “God created man in his own image” (B* Genesis 1:27). It is difficult to understand how ‘God’s own image’ can be born with sin. The Bible also says: 

·  “As he (Jesus) passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him’ ” (B* John 9:1-3).


The church also teaches that the justice of God requires that a price must be paid for every sin. God will not allow any sin to go unpunished. As the original sin, being directed against God, was of infinite proportion, it demanded infinite recompense. Jesus (P*) was infinite God and he alone could pay this infinite recompense. In the Bible Saint Paul says: 

· “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience many will be righteous” (B* Romans 5:19). God, through the crucifixion of His only begotten son Jesus (P*), expiated all the humanity.

Saint Paul also says: 

· “Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins” (B* Hebrews 9:22). 


Here Saint Paul is taking the shelter of law of the Old Testament to justify blood atonement. Same Saint Paul said: 

· "For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse" (B* Galatians 3:10).

Saint Peter says in the Bible: 

· “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (B* First Epistle of Peter 1:18-19). 


When the church is asked, ‘was it then the infinite God died when Jesus (P*) died on the cross?’ The immediate response of the church is that ‘it was man Jesus (P*) who died on the cross.’ Jesus (P*) was a human-being and born of a human mother, Mary. Therefore, he must also be carrying the original sin. Then it boils down to that sacrifice of a finite human-being with original sin provided the infinite recompense to cause the atonement. This also proves that God in Christianity accepts human sacrifice for forgiveness of sin.


Jesus (P*) taught people to pray like this: “Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. ... Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (B* Matthew 6:9, -12). He did not say anything about shedding of sinless blood for forgiveness. 


God had already done away with atonement by the shedding of blood in the Bible: 

· “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of rams, or of goats. ... your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evils of your doings from before your eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow” (B* Isaiah 1:11-17). 
God does not want sacrifice. He said: 

· "For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings" (B* Hosea 6:6). 

The Bible also says: 

· “The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him” (B* Ezekiel 18:20). 
· "And every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour" (B* 1 Corinthians 3:8). 

· “... every man shall be put to death for his own sin” (B* Deuteronomy 24:16). 


Therefore, as a just God, He cannot punish 'A' for the crime of 'B'. God cannot shed the blood of innocent Jesus (P*) to redeem the sinners. Concept of redemption is against the teaching of the Bible. 


M. Amir Ali Ph.D. in his brochure titled “The Historical Fallacy of Atonement” presents a scene in the court in which the judge says to the accused: “You have been sentenced to death. If you take my son as your savior, I will execute him in your place and you can go free. Do you accept him as your savior?” And the accused replies “yes sir, you bet I accept”.

· There is no mention of “original sin” anywhere in The Old Testament. The great Prophets of the past, including Noah, Abraham, Moses, Solomon, Jacob, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jesus, and Mohammad (P*), were blessed by God with great knowledge. They were not aware that they were inheriting the “original sin” from their parents at the time of birth and then transmitting it to their children. 
· Jesus (P*) did not teach ‘original sin’. 
· None of the Prophets ever said that only shedding of sinless blood of Son of God could redeem sin. 
· All these doctrines were conceived, developed, nurtured, and then established by Saint Paul and his followers over a period of three hundred years after Jesus (P*) had left this earth.

It is time for every person who believes in “Original Sin and Vicarious Atonement through the innocent blood of Jesus (P) to reflect. Would he or she like to be executed so that the real perpetrator of a crime can go free?

The Bible says: 

"The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father,

neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son”
(B* Ezekiel 18:20).

No Prophet taught ‘Original Sin’
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

Original Sin & Blood Atonement _________________________ A-021-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

