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Miracles of Jesus (P*)

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


Miracles mean events or effects that apparently contradict known scientific laws, performances that supposedly could not ordinarily be performed or explained.


Many Prophets of the past, endowed with special powers from God, have performed miracles. In the Bible, many miraculous events and performances have been associated with Jesus (P*). 


This is one of the reasons given by the church to accept Jesus (P*) as divine. He is the “divine Son of God”, an inseparable part of “Holy Trinity.” To most Christians he is “The God” who incarnated in this world to guide the humanity, and above all to redeem the sin of the faithful by willingly going to the cross and shedding his innocent blood. 


Non-Christians view the miracles associated with Jesus (P*) a little differently.

Jesus (P*) had a miraculous birth without any male intervention:

Both Adam and Eve had neither a father nor a mother. So also is Melchisedec: 

"For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God... Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life" (B* Hebrews 7:1,3). 


Because of their absence of parent, or eternal life of Melchisedec, they are not accepted as Divine.

Jesus (P*) healed lepers:


Elisha (P*) also healed lepers. He told leper Naaman: "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean. ... So he went down and dipped himself ... and he was clean" (B* 2 Kings 5:10, 14).

Jesus (P*) cured the blind:
· So did Elisha (P*): "Then Elisha prayed, and said 'O Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes that he may see.' So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw" (B* 2 Kings 6:17). 


Elisha (P*) also made people blind: 

· "Elisha prayed to the Lord, 'Strike this people, I pray thee, with blindness.' So he struck them with blindness" (B* 2 Kings 6:18). 
Jesus (P*) raised the dead to life:
Elijah, Elisha and Peter (P*) also raised the dead to life. 

· "And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived" (B* 1 Kings 17:22). 

· "Then he (Elisha) went up and lay upon the child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm" (B* 2 Kings 4:34). 

· “In those days she (Tabitha) fell sick and died. ... Then turning to the body he (Peter) said, ‘Tabitha rise.’ And she opened her eyes” (B* Acts 9:37, 40).

Even the dead bones of Elisha (P*) raised the dead: 

· "…as they were burying a man... and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet" (B* 2 Kings 13:21). 

Moses (P*) transformed the dead wooden rod (plant kingdom) into a live serpent (animal kingdom): "so he (Moses) cast it (rod) on the ground, and it became a serpent" (B* Exodus 4:3). 

Jesus (P*) cast out devils:


Others, including false Prophets and false Christs, could cast out devils and show miracles. "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders" (B* Matthew 24:24). 
· Jesus (P*) said "On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name? And then will I declare to them, 'I never new you; depart from me, you evildoers’" (B* Matthew 7:22-23). 

Jesus (P*) fed the multitude with five loaves and two fishes:

Elisha (P*) also fed a hundred people with twenty barley loaves and full ears of corn (B* 2 Kings 4:44). 

Jesus (P*) walked on water:


Moses (P*) parted the water and made the sea dry. 

· "And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the water being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left" (B* Exodus 14:22).
Jesus (P*) was filled with Holy Spirit


Other people were also filled with Holy Spirit: "and Elizabeth was filled with Holy Spirit" (B* Luke 1:41). 


"For he (Barnabas) was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith" (B* Acts 11:24). 


The above examples from the Bible make it very clear that all the miracles associated with Jesus (P*) were also associated with other people. 


Miracles are not essential for Prophet-hood of a person. John the Baptist (P*) did not perform any miracle. According to Jesus (P*), John the Baptist (P*) was the greatest of all people ever born of women. Jesus (P*) said: "among those born of women there has risen no one greater than John the Baptist" (B* Matthew 11:11). 


Performances of miracles do not attribute divinity to any person. In that case, all Prophets, genuine or false, and the devil's followers who performed miracles, would all be Gods. 

Inability of Jesus (P*) to perform any miracle

· "And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief" (B* Matthew 13:58). God’s ability does not depend on others belief or disbelief in Him.
Jesus (P*) said: 

· " I can of mine own self do nothing" (B* John 5:30)

· "All power is given unto me" (B* Matthew 28:18);

· "I do as the Father has commanded me." (B* John 14:31). 

· 
"I with the finger of God cast out devils" (B* Luke 11:20).
Bible also said: 

· "Jesus (P*) of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you" (B* Acts 2:22).


Many Christians now days do not believe that Jesus (P*) is God. Half of the Anglican bishops surveyed said that miracles in the New Testament were later additions to the story of Jesus (P*) (Ref. 4).


There is a great thirst for knowledge and truth in the society today. Let us seek the truth and establish it. 

In summary: 
· Jesus (P*) performed many miracles during his lifetime.

· Others also performed these miracles in the past.

· Performances of miracles do not attribute Prophet hood or divinity to any person. If performances of miracles would attribute divinity to a person then there would be thousands of Gods. 

· Miracles attributed to Jesus (P*) were performed by God through him. Jesus (P*) could not perform any miracle when there was unbelief in him.


Jesus (P*) was one of the mightiest Prophets of God. Every person who believes in monotheism should revere him.

Performance of miracles does no attribute Divinity or prophet-hood to any one.

All miracles performed by Jesus were also performed by others.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at: info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.
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(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

