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Crucifixion & Resurrection

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


‘Crucify’ means “to put to death by suspending from a cross, with hands and feet nailed or bound to it”; and ‘resurrect’ means “to raise from the dead or the grave; to bring back to life” (Webster’s Dictionary p438 & p1545).


It is a known fact that the Jewish leaders did not like Jesus (P*), and, even today; do not recognize him as one of the Prophets. They wanted to discredit his Prophet-hood by portraying him as a false Prophet and maintained that they caused his death on the cross. In support of their belief and actions, they present the following quotations from their scripture, The Hebrew Bible (The Old Testament):

· (1). "The soul that sins shall die" (B* Ezekiel 18:4). 

· (2). "But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die" (B* Deuteronomy 18:20).

· (3). "But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the Lord your God" (B* Deuteronomy 13:5).

· (4). "And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is accursed by God" (B* Deuteronomy 21:22-23). 


The Christians need crucifixion for their redemption. They need resurrection for (1) the eternal life and divinity of Jesus (P*), and for (2) preaching. In support of their belief, the Christians present the following quotations from the New Testament.

· (1). "Jesus said to her (Martha) 'I am the resurrection and the life; ... whoever lives and believes in me shall never die' (B* John 11:25-26).

· (2). Saint Paul said, "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord" (B* Romans 6:23). 
·  (3) “if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith in vain.” (B* 1 Corin. 15:14)

This means if Jesus (P*) did not die on the cross then there is no crucifixion, no resurrection and no salvation. But Jesus (P*) said that to enter into eternal life one need to keep the commandments (Matthew 19:17).


There are many verses in the Bible that clearly shows that Jesus (P*) did not die on the cross. 

· Jesus (P*) said, "Ask, and it will be given to you... Or what man of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?" (B* Matthew 7:7-9) 
· "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (B* James 5:16). 

· During the raising of Lazarus to life after his death, Jesus (P*) said: "Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. I knew that thou hearest me always, but I have said this on account of the people standing by, that they may believe that thou didst send me" (B* John 11:41-42). 


The Bible describes the event before Jesus (P*) was betrayed to the Roman army as: 

· "And going a little farther he (Jesus) fell on his face and prayed, 'My father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; ... and prayed for the third time, saying the same words" (B* Matthew 26:39, 44). 

· "And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down upon the ground" (B* Luke 22:44). 
· "And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him" (B* Luke 22:43). 

The above verses show that God always listened to the prayers of Jesus (P*). Jesus (P*) prayed to God in earnest to spare his life. God sent an angel to assure him.

Pilate did not want to kill Jesus (P*).
· "Upon this Pilate sought to release him (Jesus P*)" (B* 

John 19:12). 

· "They (soldiers) did not break his (Jesus’) legs" (B* John 19:33). They did not use the crurifragium on Jesus (P*), but they used it for the other two criminals who were crucified along with Jesus (P*).


When Joseph of Arimathea, a follower of Jesus (P*), went to Pilate to request the release of the body of Jesus (P*), “Pilate wondered if he were already dead” (B* Mark 15:44). Experience told him that a crucified man could not die so quickly. He asked a centurion if Jesus (P*) was dead. The centurion was sympathetic to Jesus (P*). Earlier he had said, “Truly this man was the Son of God” (B* Mark 15:39). Doctors with years of training and experience sometimes cannot diagnose death. There are many many incidences on record where people came back to lifer many hours after doctors have certified them to be dead. Therefore, it is possible for a centurion to fail to diagnose the death of Jesus (P*), while he was still on the cross. The centurion did not examine Jesus (P*) for his ‘vital signs’. Jesus (P*) might have appeared dead to him.


The ‘Illustrated dictionary & Concordance of the Bible’ describes Crucifixion (page 252) as, “A form of punishment probably first used by the Persians, later adopted by the Greeks and Romans.... Death, nevertheless, was very painful and very slow, rarely taking less than 36 hours. Sometimes death was hastened by breaking the legs... Some victims were known to survive after some days on the cross.” 


Jesus (P*) was put on the cross at the 3rd hour and ‘breathed his last’ at the 9th hour, making it only 6 hours (B* Mark 15:25, 34-37).


As Pilate was not interested to kill Jesus (P*) in the first place, he granted an easy and quick permission to release the body. Further, next day was the Sabbath day. Everybody wanted to go home early to prepare for the Sabbath. According to Jewish law and tradition, the dead body had to be buried before sun down (B* Deuteronomy 21:22-23).


Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus and Mary Magdalene took the body of Jesus (P*), wrapped it in linen and laid him in a nearby large tomb (5’ wide, 7’ high, 15’ deep) on Friday evening. On Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb to anoint Jesus (P*) with spice. She saw Jesus (P*) but could not recognize him because he looked like a gardener to her (B* John 20:15). 


However, when he called her by name “Mary” she recognized him as Jesus (P*) and went to hold him. He said: 

· "Do not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to the father" (B* John 20:17). 


In Middle Eastern and oriental language, to ascend to God means to die; just as one says in U.S.A., “he kicked the bucket.” Here Jesus (P*) was telling that he had not died yet. 

In the evening of that day Jesus (P*) went to the place where his eleven disciples had assembled. They were startled and frightened to see him, thinking him to be the spirit of Jesus (P*). He assured them by saying: 

· "See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have. ... They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them" (B* Luke 24:39-43). 

A resurrected body is a spiritual body: The Bible says: 

· “How are dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?’.... It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body” (B* 1 Corinthians 15:35, 44). 

· Jesus (P*) also said that 'a resurrected body is a spiritual body', like the angel. The spiritual body does not have flesh and bones, and unlike the natural human body, there is no need for food or sex (B* Luke 20:35-36).


After Joseph of Arimathea had left the tomb, Mary Magdalene stayed on there for some time (B* Matthew 27:61). She came back on the third day to anoint him with spice. It was never the custom of the Jews or the Christians or the pagans to anoint a dead body on the third day. Earlier on Friday evening, Mary must have had noticed some sign of life in Jesus (P*) and so came back to anoint him as soon as Sabbath was over.


If Jesus (P*) had died on the cross and then raised from the dead it would be resurrection. A resurrected body is a spiritual body. The stone at the door of the tomb need not be moved for the spiritual body to come out of the tomb. Jesus (P*) would not need to disguise as a gardener (B* John 20:15) for fear of being caught by the Jews and re-crucified. A resurrected body cannot be crucified. A man is appointed to die only once (B* Hebrews 9:27). Jesus (P*) asked Mary not to touch him because he had a physical body and it was very painful from the ordeal he went through while on the cross. Further Jesus (P*) said that he had not died yet (B* John 20:17).

On Sunday evening the disciples were startled and frightened to see Jesus (P*), thinking him to be the spirit of Jesus (P*). When Jesus (P*) was seized by the Roman army, all the disciples fled (B* Mark 14:50). They heard that he had died. So Jesus (P*) said to them, "See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have … he (Jesus P*) said unto them, ‘Have ye here any meat?’... They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them" (B* Luke 24:39-43). This proves that he had a physical body, which needed nutrition. He had not died and resurrected. The Bible clearly and repeatedly says that Jesus (P*) did not die on the cross.


The Bible confirms this: "In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death" (not resurrect him after death) (B* Hebrews 5:7). 


God can forgive anyone if He so wants. He is a righteous God and need not punish the innocent to redeem the guilty. The Bible says: 

* "The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (B* Ezekiel 18:20). 
* "And every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour" (B* 1 Corinthians 3:8). 
God does not want sacrifice. He said: 

* "For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings" (B* Hosea 6:6). 

God had already done away with blood atonement in the Bible: “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of rams, or of goats. ... your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evils of your doings from before your eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow” (B* Isaiah 1:11-17). 

Therefore, redemption of the sins of humanity by the sacrifice of the sinless blood of Jesus (P*) on the cross is not God's design. Resurrection of Jesus (P*) is the idea of Saint Paul. He admits it in 2 Timothy 2:8: 

· "Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel." 

In summery:

· Jesus (P*) said that God always heard his prayers (John 11:41-42).

· Before trial Jesus prayed so earnestly and repeatedly to God to save his life that his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down upon the ground (B* Luke 22:44).

· Jesus (P*) cried loudly to God from the cross for help (B* Mark 15:34).

· God sent an angel to strengthen and assure him (Luke 22:43).

· Jesus (P*) was on the cross only for 6 hours. (B* Mark 15:25, 34-37). 

· The ‘Illustrated dictionary & Concordance of the Bible’ says about crucifixion: “Death, nevertheless, was very painful and very slow, rarely taking less than 36 hours. Sometimes death was hastened by breaking the legs... Some victims were known to survive after some days on the cross.” (page 252).

· Jesus (P*) said to Mary Magdalene that he had not died yet (B* John 20:17). 

· Jesus (P*) showed the disciples that he had a body of flesh and bones and he also ate food in their presence proving that his body was not resurrected. 


If God had not granted Jesus (P*) his prayers and allowed him to die it would prove Jesus (P*) to be a liar. Bible confirms that God did save him from death.

· The Bible says, "In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death" (not resurrect him after death) (B* Hebrews 5:7). 


The above points proves that Jesus (P*) did not die on the cross. Therefore there was no crucifixion and no resurrection.


Christians consider Jesus (P) as their God and savior. When humans were crucifying God-Jesus (P*), he could not save himself. How can he be savior of others? Further, would it not be unfair for God to have sent His son as a "Savior" of his followers thousands of years after Adam, depriving those born before the Christian era? God cannot be unfair. He is a Righteous God. Tom Harpur, a former professor of New Testament and an Anglican Minister writes in his book titled ‘For Christ's Sake’; "Perhaps I am lacking in piety or some basic instinct, but I know I am not alone in finding the idea of Jesus' death as atonement for the sins of all humanity on one level bewildering and on the other morally repugnant. Jesus never to my knowledge said anything to indicate that forgiveness from God could only be granted `after' or `because of' the cross." (For Christ's Sake, p.75).
God is just.

He can not punish innocents Jesus (P*)

to redeem the guilty. 
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

Crucifixion & Resurrection ___________________________________ A-023-072910

(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

