PAGE  
1

The Rational Choice

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)


We do not choose the family in which we are born. We are raised in the family of our birth and are given the belief that the religion of our family is the best. We believe it, follow it and die with it, and in general, without knowing much about other faiths. There is nothing to be proud or ashamed of one’s religion by virtue of birth. There are thousands of religions. It is quite possible that we were born in families with a belief that we would not like to follow ourselves. When we attain maturity we should compare our family faith with that of others and then make a rational choice. We do not have to follow the religion of our parents, if it is not the right one. Prophet Abraham (P*) did not follow his parent’s religion. If we do not choose our religion rationally by using our God-given sense of reasoning, judgment and freedom of choice, we probably will be in great trouble when we will face our creator on the “Day of Judgment.” 


Human beings are the most intelligent in the animal world but still our knowledge is very limited. We do not have any knowledge of the future and the life after death. Man needs guidance to be successful in this life and in the life hereafter. Because of the limitation of human knowledge, guidance from another human cannot be perfect. Therefore, the philosophical religions, which are but products of human intelligence, cannot be the right guidance for the humanity in this life and the life hereafter. Perfect guidance can only come from God who has perfect knowledge. Revealed scriptures are the guidance from God to humanity, revealed through His Prophets.


Prophets were special people chosen by God. They were the only people who knew what messages they had received from God. The Prophets must record these messages at the time of revelation and none should alter them there after. 


The Scripture is the foundation of the religion it represents. It must be authentic, which means reliable and valid. The Hebrew Bible (The Old Testament) is the Scripture of the Jews and Christians, and the Greek Bible (The New Testament) is the Scripture of the Christians. Quran is the Scripture of the Muslims. Christianity and Islam are two of the major religions of the world, each with a following of over a billion people. Let us now compare the Scriptures of these two religions. 

Authenticity (reliability and validity):

The Bible (B*): The Prophets did not record Bible at the time of revelation. Other people recorded them many years after the Prophets had left the earth. (Ref. 20, p 4-7). After so many years, it is not possible for any one to remember, ‘word for word’ (as recorded in the Bible) what the Prophets had said earlier. 

The Quran (Q*): Prophet Mohammed (P*), although unlettered, dictated to the scribes at the time of revelation, each revelation he had received from God and then checked their accuracy. 

B*: All knowledgeable Bible scholars agree that the true identities of the authors of the gospels are not known (Ref. 20 p 60-69).
Q*: The author of Quran is God, revealed to Mohammad (P*), through angel Gabriel. 

B*: The authors of the books in the Bible do not claim that the contents of their books were revealed to them by God and God also does not confirm this in the Bible. 

Q*: Prophet Mohammad claimed that the contents of the Quran were revealed to him by God and God repeatedly confirmed this in the Quran.

B*: The Old Testament was lost when King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon took the Jews into slavery in 598 B.C. Emperor Cyrus of Persia conquered Babylon in 538 B.C. and released them from captivity. (Ref. 9 -p150). In 458 B.C, Ezra rewrote the Old Testament from the stories circulating in the community.
Q*: The Quran was never lost. Rather the entire Quran was memorized by thousands of people during the life of Mohammad (P*). Millions of people still do.
B*: The Bible was repeatedly altered. (Compare King James Bible of 1952 with present King James’ Bibles.} The available oldest manuscript (Codex Vaticanus) is from fourth century.

Q*: No one has altered the Quran. All the recorded revelations were meticulously collected into a book form within two years of Mohammad's (P*) death. Copies of original still exist in Tashkent (Uzbekistan), and Istanbul (Turkey). Today's Quran, word for word, is an exact copy of the original (Ref. 20 p 130-131).
B*: The Bible says that man has changed the Bible into a lie: "How can you say, 'We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us'? But behold the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie" (B* Jeremiah 8:8).
Q*: God says in the Quran: “We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and we will assuredly guard it (from corruption)” (Q* 15:9).
B*: The Bible contains numerous errors and contradictions. In the first page of the preface of King James Bible, American Bible Society, 1988, it reads: "Yet King James Version has grave defects ... that these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision of the English translation." 
Q*: The Quran says: "Do they not consider the Quran (with care)? Had it been from other than God, they would surely have found therein much discrepancy" (Q*, 4:82) There is no error or discrepancies in Quran. Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, writes: "Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, I could not find a single error in the Quran" (Ref. 20, p120).
Attributes of God:

B*: The Bible proclaims unity of God. God said: "I am the first, and I am the last; and besides me there is no God" (B* Isaiah 44:6). Jesus (P*) also said: “The Lord our God is one Lord" (B* Mark 12:29).

Q*: The Quran also proclaims unity of God. "He is God, The One and Only" (Q. 112:1).

B*: In the Bible God is presented as ignorant. God said to Abraham (P*): "I will go down to see whether they (people of Sodom and Gomorrah) have done altogether according to the outcry which has come to me: and if not, I will know" (B* Genesis 18:21). God also regrets: "And the Lord was sorry that he made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, I am sorry that I have made them" (B* Genesis 6:6-7).

Q*: The Quran says: "He knows what is in the havens and on earth; and He knows what you conceal and what you reveal: yes, God knows well the (secrets) of (all) hearts" (Q* 64:4). God does not regret in Quran. 
B*: In the Bible, God is presented with limited ability. God wrestled with Jacob at night in a tent but He could not prevail against Jacob and in the morning God cried out: "Let me go, for the day is breaking" (B* Genesis 32:24-26, 28). God also got tired after six days of work and needed rest on the seventh day (B* Exodus 31:17).
Q*: There is no limitation of God in Quran: "Glory be to Him. When He determines a matter, He only says to it, "Be," and it is" (Q* 19:35).
B*: In the Bible, God ordered to kill all innocent animals, little children; women, and old people of defeated cities (B* Deuteronomy 7:2, 13:15, 20:16 & Ezekiel 9:5-6); and made parents to eat the flesh of their sons and daughters (B* Jeremiah 19:4,9 & Leviticus 26:29).
Q*: In Quran God never ordered the death of innocent animals, children, and old people after their defeat, and never forced parents to eat the flesh of their children. God says in the Quran: “Whosoever killeth a human being for other than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be as if he had killed all mankind, and whoso saveth the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all mankind.” (Q* 5:32).
B*: In the Bible God gives confusing statements. God said: "Israel is my first-born son" (B* Exodus 4:22). He also said: "and Ephraim is my first-born" (B* Jeremiah 31:9). Israel and Ephraim were not twins.
Q*: In the Quran, all the statements of God are true.

Prophets of God:

B*: In the Bible, God chose wrong Prophets. (1) Prophet Solomon (P*) worshipped false Gods (B* 1 Kings 11:9-10); (2) Prophet David (P*) sent for Uriah's wife, Bathseba, and committed adultery with her (B* 2 Samuel 11:3-5); (3) Prophet Judah, committed incest with his daughter-in-law, Tamar (B* Genesis 38:15-18). (4) The two daughters of Prophet Lot, committed incest with their father (B* Genesis 19:32-36). (5) God said that He killed Prophet Moses because he broke faith with God and he did not revere God as holy (B* Deuteronomy 32:50-51). 

Q*: In the Quran Prophets are role models for all humanity. They are pious and righteous people of highest morality. They neither committed incest or adultery nor did they worshiped false gods or got drunk.
Holy Trinity:
B*: The cardinal doctrine of Christianity is Holy Trinity. Jesus (P*) did not teach it. No Prophet ever uttered the word ‘Trinity’. No Prophet ever said that there is more than one God. No Prophet ever claimed to be God or equal to God. The word Trinity is found neither in the Bible nor in the Bible Dictionary. It was developed by Apostle Paul and his followers over the period of hundreds of years. Finally, it was adopted as the cardinal doctrine of Christianity at the Council of Nicea in 325 C.E.
Q*: The Quran says: "O People of the Book! Commit no excesses in your religion: nor say of God aught but the truth. ... Say not 'Trinity': desist: It will be better for you: For God is one God: Glory be to him: (far Exalted is He) above having a son" (Q* 4:171)

Divinity of Quranic revelations: 


The following verses will testify to the divinity of Quranic revelations. 


"This Quran is not such as can be produced by anyone other than God." (Q* 10:37)


"Say, If the whole of mankind ... were to get together to produce the like of this Quran, they could not produce the like there of..." (Q* - 17:88). No Scripture like The Quran has ever been produced. 


"And if you are in doubt ... then produce a "sura" (chapter) like there unto; ... But if you cannot - and of a surety you cannot - then fear the fire ... which is prepared for those who reject Faith" (Q* 2:23 - 24). No "sura" has ever been matched. 


There is no error or discrepancy in the Quran. God says in the Quran: "Do they not consider the Quran (with care)? Had it been from other than God, they would surely have found therein much discrepancy..." (Q* - 4:82). 


Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, writes: "Whereas monumental errors are to be found in the Bible, I could not find a single error in the Quran" (Ref. 20 - P120). 


"We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and we will assuredly guard it (from corruption)." (Q* - 15:9) 


God surely has guarded the Quran. No one has altered it. 


Sir William Muir, a critic of Islam, wrote: - "There is probably in the world no other book which has remained twelve centuries (now fourteen centuries) with so pure a text," 


Many scientific facts, unknown to man in those days, were revealed in the Quran. They are proved to be correct. A few examples are given below.


"Do not the unbelievers see that the heavens and the earth were joined together (as one unit of creation), before we clove them asunder?" (Q* 21:30). 


This is today’s accepted 'Big Bang' Creation of Universe. Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson confirmed the Big Bang Creation of Universe in 1964 and won the Nobel Prize in 1978. 

In 1929, Edwin P. Hubble, an astronomer at Caltech, discovered that the universe is expanding. He did not win the Nobel Prize because he died unexpectedly, in 1953. 

The Quran says: “We have built the heaven with might, and it is We who make the vast (universe) extent (thereof).” (Q* 51:47)


In ancient times, we believed that earth was the center of the universe and it was flat. In the 16th century Copernicus found out that the earth was neither flat nor was it the center of the universe, rather it was round and moved in an orbit. Galileo confirmed Copernicus’ view but the Church forced him to recant it in 1633 AD. One thousand years earlier, The Quran revealed: "(God is) the One who created the night, the day, the sun, and the moon. Each one is traveling in an orbit with its motion" (Q* - 21:33).


Doctors learned about human embryonic development within the mother’s womb, only during the last 150 years. One thousand years ago The Quran described how the embryo developed within the mother’s womb. The description is very accurate. 


Professor Keith L. Moore is the professor of anatomy and Embryology of University of Toronto, Canada. He is the author of the book of embryology titled “The Developing Human” which received the ‘Best Book of the Year’ award by a single author. He was also the Associate Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. He was surprised to learn the details of the embryonic human development described in the Quran. In 1981, while giving a lecture at an international conference, he agreed that such detail description on human development within the mother’s womb, during the period of Mohammad, could only come from God. He then embraced Islam.


Professor Frank Press is the co-author of the book ‘The Earth’, which is a reference book on geology. He was the President of National Academy of Sciences of USA and the Science advisor to President of U.S.A., Jimmy Carter. He says in the book ‘The Earth’ that mountain has deep underlying roots. Cailleux also confirms this in the book ‘Anatomy of the Earth’. God says in the Quran:


“Have We not made the earth as wide expanse, and the mountains as pegs?” (Q* 78:6-7). Pegs have small tops and very long shafts. It is a beautiful description for the common people to understand.


Modern theory of Plate Tectonics holds that mountains work as stabilizers of the earth. It is like a small piece of metal that we put in a car wheel to ‘balance’ it so that the wheel would not wobble. God says in the Quran:


 “And He has set up on the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you,” (Q* 16:15). 


How was it possible for an unlettered person to reveal the scientific mysteries thousand years ahead when no man on earth had any knowledge of them, unless they were revealed by God?

Modern science has discovered that when the Mediterranean Sea water (warmer and more saline) enters into Atlantic sea over the Gibraltar sill, it remains separate from the colder and less saline Atlantic Sea water for a long distance. God says in the Quran:


 “He has set free the two seas (bodies of flowing water), meeting together: between them is a barrier which they do not transgress.” (Q* 55:19-20)

Dr. Maurice Bucaille, a Christian physician and a scholar of religion from France, wrote: 

· “How could a man, from being illiterate, become the most important author, in terms of literary merits, in the whole of Arabic literature? How could he then pronounce truths of a scientific nature that no other human being could possibly have developed at that time, and all this without making the slightest error in his pronouncement on the subject?” (Ref. 20 - P125).


There are hundreds of such verses in the Quran, which are scientific in nature. Each one of them is correct.


If a person is given a glass of pure milk, he will not hesitate to drink it. However, if he is told that the glass contains 99% pure milk and only 1% cyanide, will he drink it? Certainly not. By drinking this contaminated milk, one will loose some years of life in this world, but by following a contaminated scripture, one will loose the eternal life of heaven, and go to hell. Which one is preferable?


If a person has the freedom of choice and is given the opportunity to choose between 

(1) a scripture dictated by the Prophet himself who received the revelations, contains information that can only come from God, has no discrepancy and remains unaltered, and 

(2) a scripture authored by unknown writers, written long after the Prophets had left this earth, thereafter repeatedly altered by man, and contain innumerable contradictions and errors. Which of the Books should he or she choose?


Many a times the non-Muslim clergies say to their congregation not to read Islamic literature because they will get confused. Some time they even advice them not to discuss religion with Muslims. However, the Muslims say: “read as many religions as possible, including Islam. You will find the truth in the Quran.”


Every person is influenced by his or her family, the relatives, friends and the society in which he or she is raised or lives. Our family members and the society wash our brains since our childhood. It is difficult to leave the religion of the family for the sake of God and truth. 


Non-Muslims often say that Islam spread by the force of sword. Nothing can be further from the truth. Record shows that when people want to change religion Islam is the most acceptable religion of the righteous people all over the world today. The new Muslims include priests, pastors, Bishops, doctors, engineers, professors, professionals and common people. There is no Muslim army occupying U.S.A. or Europe. When people come across with Islam and see the truth and beauty in it they become pleasantly surprised. Their time-old bias against Islam and Muslims created and nurtured by the people of vested interest and the media become shattered. They start reading about religions. Very soon, they find out that truth lies in the Quran. It is the force of truth that convinces people to accept Islam.


One day we all will die and return to God. On the Day of Judgment God will not ask us about the faith of other people. He will ask every one of us about our own faith. 


When we return to God, if He asks the person who followed the wrong scripture: "Why did you follow the scripture that was not recorded by the Prophets and was repeatedly altered by man? It contained innumerable errors and contradictions. I also warned that the “scribes had made it into a lie (Jeremiah 8:8)." If God further says, "why did you not follow the scripture, which I said to be a revelation from Me? Prophet himself dictated it and checked its accuracy. No one altered the book after it was recorded. It contained no errors or contradictions. No one could produce a book or even a chapter similar to this revealed book when I challenged the humanity to do so. In that scripture, I revealed scientific mysteries thousands of years ahead, through an unlettered Prophet, to prove that it was from Me. Did I not give you the ability to think, reason, judge, and then to choose?" what would that person say at that time? Should we not all prepare ourselves to answer these questions? 


Many people can recognize the truth in Islam. However, they are hesitant to accept Islam because of their family and friends. One day the hearts and souls of some of them suddenly wake up and understand that the one who commits the crime serves the time, not his family members or his friends. They start realizing meaning of the verse in the Bible: “the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (B*, Ezekiel 18:20); and that “every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour." (1st Corinthians 3:8). They then realize that one day they will have to face their creator and pay very dearly if they continue to follow the altered scripture of their family and friends. They are the ones who quickly turn to Islam.


It is now time to do some serious thinking. It is time to reflect on our past, the time that many of us mostly wasted. It is time to look beyond our present life and prepare in earnest for the life in the hereafter. It is time to chose wisely now and prevent great regrets later.

It is TIME FOR RATIONAL CHOICE


If you are a non-Muslim, I would like to invite you to talk to a new Muslim. You will be pleasantly surprised to find why he or she has embraced Islam. You may even wonder why you did not meet one earlier.

“Let there be no compulsion in religion,

Truth stands clear from error.”

“Seek, and you shall find;

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

In the beginning was the truth

At the end it will be the truth.

So seek truth, do not fail.

For, at the end, only truth will prevail.


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at: info@interfaithdialogue.net
Visit website: www.interfaithdialogue.net
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Abbreviations

As*. – Answer 
B*- The Bible

Q*- The Quran.
Qs*- Question

P*- Peace of God be upon him / them.

The Rational Choice _________________________________________ A-027-072910
(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

