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Dr. Saroopji Maharaj, Ph.D., D.D. 

Embraces Islam

By A. S. Alam, M. D.

(This is an Interfaith Dialogue Publication)

(This section was originally translated and adapted by Iqbal Husain Ansari from Yaqeen International, dated December 7, 1987. This is an abridged article from that publication.)


A prominent Hindu personality of India, Achariya Mahant Dr. Saroopji Maharaj, embraced Islam in 1986. His new name is Dr. Islamul Haq. He entered the fold of Islam along with his wife and daughter. He was a highly educated personality and was well off in material wealth. 


His full name was Achariya Mahant Dr. Shri Shakti Saroopji Maharaj Adasin Dharmachariya Odai Shakti. He was born on February 3, 1936 in the town of Brindaban in District Mathura, in U.P., India. His lineage belonged to the Vedi Wanash of Baba Nanak.


He received his elementary education in the Ashram (Hindu religious institute). He obtained his Master's degree in Orientalism from the Allahabad University (India) and the degree of Achariya (in Sanskrit) from Gurukul Kangri (India). He obtained two Doctorate degrees from the Oxford University of United Kingdom. One of them is D. D. (Doctor of Divinity) in the comparative study of the religions of the world. The second is Ph. D. in Orientalism. He knew some twelve languages, namely, English, Sanskrit, Greek, Dibro, Hindi, Prakirit, Pali, Gurmukhi, Marhathi, Gujrati, Urdu, and Arabic. 


His hereditary profession was Hindu priesthood. As such, he served several Hindu religious institutions, the most important of them being the Ban Khand Ashram in Brindaban in Mathura. He also served at the Ashram in Wawanas. This is an Institute of International repute. His duty was to preach religion and to enlist and train disciples.

Once he visited the Vatican City at the invitation of Pope Saint Paul VI. He was asked to speak on seven different topics. People at the Vatican were greatly impressed by the knowledge and performance of Dr. Saroopji Moharaj. Pope Paul personally offered him to accept Christianity. Great pressure was exerted on him to accept Christianity. He politely declined. The Pope then conferred on him the honorary title of O.F.M.C.A.P. and the citizenship of the City of Vatican. 


However, Christianity did not appeal Dr. Saroopji. He was a scholar of comparative religion. He went back to India where he was elevated to the office of Mahant. His contemporaries have been Hindu Shankar Achariyas and other great world-teachers. They included Rama Gopal, Mahanand Maheswar, Swami Akhanda Nandji, Guru Gowalkar Baba Sahib Deshmukh, and Vinoba Bhave. In early 1981, Achariya Vinoba Bhave invited Saroopji to his Ashram, Param Dham, to deliver lectures. Among the great Hindu Mahants present on the occasion, was Dada Dharam Adhikari. He asked Dr. Saroopji: 

· “Swami Ji, you have studied many religions of the world. Which one do you find the best for man?” Dr. Saroopji replied: “Islam”. 

· Dada Dharam Adhikari was greatly surprised. He reacted saying: “But Islam is a very tied-up religion.” 

· Dr. Saroopji replied: “The very one that is 'tied-up' also grants freedom, while the one that is considered free, ties down man to continual slavery. Man is in need of a religion that has remained 'tied-up', a religion that keeps man under restraints in this worldly life but sets him free in the hereafter. In my opinion, it is Islam alone that qualifies to be the best religion.” 


Dr. Saroopji had studied ten great religions of the world in their original forms. He was therefore already convinced of the truth and divinity of Islam. According to him “Islam's greatness lies in the fact that it liberates man from the shackles of color, feature, race, clan, language, land, riches, class, rank, and status.” On May 10, 1986 with the appearance of the moon of the sacred Month of Ramadan, Dr. Saroopji, together his wife and young daughter embraced Islam.


Many people, especially priests, were greatly upset. Dr Saroopji started to receive threats to his life. He sought protection from the government of India but failed to get any. He moved to Bangladesh. However, the government of Bangladesh got a request not to give shelter to Dr Saroopji. To keep good neighborly relationship with the government of India, Dr Saroopji was told to leave Bangladesh. He then moved to Malaysia where he later died. 


The followings are some of Dr. Saroopji Maharaj’s comments:

· “While I was groping in the darkness of the world of disbelief, I was regarded as ‘Bhagwan’ (God). Then when I came to the fold of Islam, I attained my rightful status of ‘man’.”

· “I myself am a living proof against the allegation that Islam spread by the sword and exercise of force. However, it is a fact that not only the common people but even the educated Hindus are still sticking to this false notion.”

· “With the exception of Buddhism and Jainism, all religious literature contains the name of Allah and Mohammad or Ahmad (P*). These names are very clear in the Vedas. The word 'Ala' occurs in chapter 1 of the Rig Veda, which is the first of the four. Later on, this word takes the name of Allah. Similarly, 'Moha-mmad' and Ah-mad' occur for Mohammad and Ahmad (P*) respectively. The word 'Kurdha-noo' has been used in the Rig Veda for the uran.”


Interfaith Dialogue publishes two books, (“The Eternal Guidance” and “The Rational Choice”). They are concise and to the point. You will find very useful information in them. Knowledge is power and helps to make rational decisions. Enrich yourself and your family with knowledge. Send for these books today. Contact Interfaith Dialogue, at: info@interfaithdialogue.net
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(P*) = Peace and blessings of God be upon him / them

B*= The Bible, Q*= The Quran

